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Abstract This study is a descriptive survey study that attempted to confirm clinical nurses' consciousness
of biomedical ethics, moral sensitivity, critical thinking deposition, and nursing ethics code of clinical
nurses, as well as to identify the factors influencing the recognition of the nursing code of ethics. The
general and ethical characteristics of the subject were calculated by frequency, percentage, mean, and
standard deviation, and the difference for each variable according to the general and ethical
characteristics was analyzed using SAS 9.4, independent t-test, and one-way ANOVA, and Scheff? test.
The average, standard deviation, and the minimum and maximum values were used for the scores of
each variable, and the correlation was determined using the Pearson correlation coefficient. Multiple
regression was used to identify the factors that influence the recognition of the nurse's code of ethics.
All variables showed significant correlations. Critical thinking deposition (p<.05) was the most influential
variable in recognizing the code of ethics for nurses. Critical thinking deposition (p<.001), consciousness
in biomedical ethics (p<.001), and moral sensitivity (p{.001) were shown to be affected in order, with
27.4% explaining power. Therefore, it is necessary to develop and apply educational programs to clinical
nurses that can improve critical thinking, life and bioethics, and moral sensitivity
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Table 1. General

and ethical characteristics

o]tiTable 2).

(N=316)
Category Classification N %
20 ~ 30 184 | 58.4 Table 2. Consciousness of biomedical ethics, moral
Age 30~40 86 | 273 sensitivity, critical thinking deposition
40~ 45’ 143 and recognition of the nurse's code of
Mear? + SD 30.52 £ 7.32 ethics (N=316)
Marriage Married 101 | 32.0
Single 215 | 68.0 Category M + SD Range
Yes 187 | 50.4 - 3
Religion Consciousness o B
® No 128 | 40.6 biomedical ethics 2874036 | 1.97~3.78
Surgical Unit 86 | 273 Fetal life rights 294+ 067 | 1.00~4.00
Medical Unit 78 | 24.8
Operation Room 27 8.6 Artificial abortion 2.36 £ 0.58 | 1.00 ~4.00
Department Intensive Care Unit 49 15.6 Artificial insemination 3.08 + 0.56 1.00 ~ 4.00
Emergency Room 28 8.9
Out Patient Room 37 118 Fetal diagnosis 3.00 £ 0.44 | 2.00~4.00
;thificial Kidney Room io 3.2 Neonatal life rights 3.13 £ 0.55 | 1.00~4.00
1 year 2 | 133
1year ~ 5 years 127 | 403 Euthanasia 2.24+048 | 1.00~3.75
Career 5 years ~ 10 years 46 14.6 Brain death 3.16 £ 0.49 1.67 ~ 4.00
10 years ~ 15 years 49 | 15.6 —
15 years ~ 51 162 Moral sensitivity 4.81£0.70 | 1.00~7.00
Nurse 286 | 90.5 Critical thinking deposition 3.54 £ 0.41 | 2.00~4.81
Position Nurse Practitioner 13 4.1 - ;
R t f th d
Unit Manager 17 5.4 Ofecefiirilclsmn oF The urses €099 3944063 | 2.00~5.00
Very firm 71 22.5
Ethical values Occasional Confusion 139 | 44.0
Dependent on the situation | 106 | 33.5
An educated Ves 04 [ s4s 33 HEH-EEH S0 M2 4Bz =224,
experi-ence in = =
Biomedical Bthics | N° 45 | 146 EE!I—-! B%I-gy HlJIfX'i AI‘ g%} E_<I ?_f AI‘ 'E"
Experience of Yes 201 | 63.6
conflict on . E%*Eé |o_|*—!9-| xI'Ol
biomedical ethics No 115 | 364 olbAl.O q = 1o,
Medical Ethics Yes 297 | 940 JukA]. Q.82 EAo]| w2 AYolm 97]9ile 40
it Al oV 320£038402 EL, THE Ao} Zjo]
is likely to No 19 | 60 _
increase 7F e Ao ' YERET (F=13.46, p<.001). 22
The best 35 113 . _ =
L J]s0 o oz EAxloa 00 A
Thinking about Guaranteed 168 | 54.0 = 71&¢] 4 3.06+0.36 &A1 ookl =
Nursing Jobs Before marriage 42 | 135 7‘” Q‘E}‘E{E}(t:llﬁ p(.OO 1). TUE 7]‘;3. 73‘?‘
A soon-to-be-removed 66 | 21.2 -
A o EAA O O 0]3 =
A soonct % 121 954037408 FAHCE SOl B ehdh
Ethical standards Occasional Confusion 171 | 55.0 (t=5.63, P<~001) SLREA] wEthE QA Aol
Dependent on the situation | 90 | 28.9
+ Hoa 71&F k= 1} 0 2 Hx
Dependent P 3165026808 T WA Ueitont, HE 249
Difficulty in Yes 197 | 633 FoJgt 2lolE BHTHF=6.90 p<.001). FZEL 154 o]
decision making No 114 | 36.7 /K(;- 3.2010.3575‘ 10151 o]AJ—,VlS]{:l U]Eﬂ' 5041030;(\34
1d wRE 27940314, 59 old~10d  mek
3.2 MHO|Z Q2|0Al TEIX OIZHM HITA AlD 27840234, 14 olg~54d wH[gk 272403270 &
Y 104 o1 27 397} 104 vlee] Afuet 544
= T -
ce =" cc = o7 {ooA &A UEtF=26.58, p<.001). 391
RN _
drentel ggelw aEelsel 3 “é‘ @ 2875 AgzieAt 3.10£0374, BB} 3.16+0.36%
0.3630]9loH, st9ddoz WA} 3.16+0.4980% AHF=10.13,

7P =94, a9

HobgEe, AFYAF, et

oY, O

= 3.54£041

A, oA 21739

Ao} owr g, eotals,

Fepit o2 ek &
G UAHE 481£0708S, WA AL 4% A
Q1412 3.94+0.63%

664

o=z dutsAel Fot zolE
p<001). &EE 7T w9 gy 3.00£0.360]
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Table 3. Differences in consciousness of biomedical ethics, moral sensitivities, critical thinking deposition,
and nurses' ethics codes according to general and ethical characteristics

(N=316)
Qonsci?usness 'in Critical T'h'inking Moral Sensitivity Recognitign of
Category Classification Biomedical Ethics Deposition the Code of Ethics
M £ SD torF M £+ SD torF M £ SD torF M+ SD torF
20 ~ 30 * 273 %029 4905 |346%041] 1346 |477%058 371+061 1158
Age 30 ~40° 2.98 £ 0.32| (<.001") [3.56 +0.38| (<.001") |4.85 +0.72 (04'?5) 3.90 £ 0.58| (<.001")
40 < ~ 320+038/<’bat 380+ 038|c” abT[400+1.02] = |420+071c> abt
Massinge Married 306£036| 716 |[363+038] 261 |484%089| 048 39940064 304
Single 2.78 +0.32| (<.001) {350 +042| (010" ) 480+ 059 (.635 [3.76 + 0.62| (.003")
Religion Yes 295£037) 563 |360%040| 303 [485+078| 13 [389+0064 174
No 274 +030] (<.0017) {346 +041| (.0037) [475 +056]| (.195 [3.76 + 0.64| (.082)
Surgical Unit * 2.82 +0.36 3.52 £ 0.40 473 +£0.75 3.76 £ 0.63
Medical Unit ° 2.82 033 3.51 043 4.68 £ 0.59 3.86 + 0.64
Operation Room ° 286033 690 1347040 4.88 + 0.62 3.67 +0.51
Department Intensive Care Unit ¢ |2.72 + 0.32 ;ig%; 357 +0.47 (113253) 5.08 + 0.68 (34275) 3.84 + 0.69 (132)
Emergency Room °© 294+037] fyd+ [344+041 4.74 £ 0.49 3.84 + 0.62
Out Patient Room | [3.12 + 0.34 3.69 £ 0.32 4.89 + 0.90 403 +0.73
Artificial Kidney Room §3.16 + 0.26 3.73 £0.21 4.94 + 0.66 3.92 £0.27
>1 year * 2.79 + 031 3.40 + 0.42 4.75 £ 0.67 3.86 £ 0.72
1 year ~ 5 years ° 272+£032] 2658 1349+042| 773 477062 371 £059| 867
Career 5 years ~ 10 years ¢ [2.78 £0.23 d(,<é0>0i, b) 3.52 £ 0.31 (e<A>Oa(1),lb,) 4.81 + 0.50 (06;2) 3.71 + 0.57 z(eégoblc)
10 years ~ 15 years 4 13.04 £ 0.30 ct 352+041| ¢ d+t 4.82 +0.88 3.79 + 0.54 d+
15 years ¢ ~ 3.20 £ 0.35 3.81 £ 035 4.96 + 0.85 4.28 + 0.66
Nurse * 284034 1913 |352%041 4.80 £ 0.67 3.81 + 0.64
Position Nurse Practitioner °  [3.10 £ 0.37| (<.0017) |3.65 + 0.42 ( 413 o7+ 104] 073 307061 18
Unit Manager © 316+ 036| Pc2at [379 4040 o7 5.02 +0.78 (495) 418 £ 0.60 (06
Very firm * 3.00 + 0.36 3.69 + 0.37 4.76 £ 0.70 4.01 +0.56
Ethical values Occasional Confusion °|2.83 + 0.34 (8520) 3.49 + 0.43 ( 060é13*) 4.85 + 0.68 (%gg) 3.82 + 0.67 (6'1255*)
sﬁiﬂfﬁe?t onthe yg31035 bct [3494039( 480+073| 373+ o063 arct
?:pgiiiifdm Yes 2.88 + 0.35 2_41* 3.55 + 0.40 1.06 4.82 £0.70 1.63 3.88 + 0.62 233
Bio-cthics No 264+ 030 (017) |338+059| (:306) |451+065|(-104) 3,65 +0.61] (021
}izigli-i;n;i of Yes 2.88 £ 0.35 0.79 3.57 + 0.40 166 4.85 £ 0.75 145 4.00 + 0.61 215
bioethics No 285+037 (431) [349+043| (.098) |474+059|(.148) 3.84 +0.65] (.033)
Medical Ethics Yes 2.86 £ 0.36 3.55 + 0.41 4.82 + 0.69 3.95 +0.63
Problems whether| -0.57 1.17 0.95 0.81
it is likely to No 291 +036] (.566) (343 +038| (.245) |4.66+0.79|(.345) 383 +0.60] (.421)
mcerease
The best * 3.04 + 0.41 3.75 + 0.42 491 +0.75 4.18 £ 0.67
Thinking about |Guaranteed ” 290£035] 86118') 362 + 035 ((13&5.) 488+£0.73| 213 [3.99 0.60 ( 3-0992*)
Nursing Jobs Before marriage ¢ 2.79 £0.33 a)I cdt 3.41 +0.45 a>.c, d 466+ 0.64 | (.101) |3.81 +0.53 a$ odt
A soon-to-be-removed 92.76 + 0.31 336 + 0.41 4.72 £0.55 3.80 + 0.67
Very firm * 2.95 * 0.40 3.79 + 0.42 4.93 £0.78 4.09 + 0.62
Occasional Confusion °|2.89 + 0.35 2,90* 3.55+0.37 8.89 . 4.86 *+ 0.66 178 3.86 + 0.64 5_16~
Fiical standards Dependenton the g 79 4034 av(b‘(?f' d)T 3.44 + 0.40 (;fng 470+ 070 (150) [3.70 £ 057 (;)JOdZ T)
Indifference 2.67 £0.23 3.31 + 0.47 453 +0.73 3.30 £ 0.29
Difficulty in Yes 290 £036] 208 [360+039| 304 |491£073| 324 (391064 243
decision making |No 282 +034] (0397) [346+041| (003") [466+059|(.0017)[373 + 059 (.016)

" p €05, tscheffé test
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2.95+0.40, 7HF &=’ 2.89+0.350 2 =971, EAZ
Qol3t 20| BHPrHF=2.90, p=.035). ItEAF
SHAA R2F] GEuE A AR Y] ofEE
AL AL 290+036H 22 89J51A A Yelgdtt
(t=2.08, p=039).
v AL 404] o4 3.80+0.38F 22 79
2}o]E YEPATHF=13.46, p<.001). 2E& AHlE 7]
0] 3.63+0.387 02 FAHCRE R EA et
Ht=2.61, p=010). 3XE 7F 497} 3.60£0.40
o7 BAKCRE FofhA A HeRttii=3.03, p=003).
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7L 9 81 3.00+0.36, 7HEF EE 28340342
2 08 AEG SAHoR &4 yeRdthF=6.30,
p=.002). &8 B0 2 HPos J=|94loA 2F
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A UEr L, f93 2lolE BTHF=6.18, p<.001).
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L9 U2 SRR A] wet folgk Aol et
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& FYotiA 28 deutg A it 2AE sk
ol ol8eE 2 Y FFoAME U 4.91+0.73,
Uk 4.66+0.59% FLfgt Alolg BAHK=3.24, p<.001).
SAL G273 QA2 40A] ool 4.20+0.712 71
A Uehtal, gt AlolE BrKF=11.58, p<.001).
A& 47 EAE 71EU F97t 3.9910.64F
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A7} 4.18+0.60%°] 7HF A UEhL, BAHL
Z}o)2 BHHF=3.18, p=043). 213 714
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Table 4. Correlation between consciousness of
Biomedical Ethics, Moral sensitivity, Critical
thinking deposition, and recognition of

the Code of Ethics for Nurse

(N=316)
Consd Recognition
of Moral Critical of
) I - thinking | the Code of
Biomedical | sensitivity - 3
R deposition| Ethics for
Ethics
Nurse
Consciousness
of Biomedical 1
Ethics
e 0.169
Moral sensitivity (p=003") 1
Critical thinking 0.265 | 0271 | 1
deposition (p<.001)[(p<.0o01)
Ez‘é‘;gnmon ofthe  o3; | a4 | 0301 .
of Ethics for Nurse<p<'001 )| (<001 ) |(p¢ 001 )
" pC.05
35 2184 Q22 QA0 DRI H&RQ
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(Table 5).
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Table 5. Factors affecting the recognition of the

Code of Ethics for Nurse (N=316)
Variable B SE B t(p) Toleranc
e
constant 033 | 034 0.97(.335)
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of Biomedical 0.32 0.09 0.18 L 0.92
. (<.001 )
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Critical Thinking 5.03 |
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