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Abstract This study examined the influence of child care teachers' playfulness on teacher-child
interactions. The mediating influence of the teacher's efficacy on these relationships was also examined.
The study subjects were 293 child care teachers in Busan and Gyeongnam. The collected data were
analyzed with a structural equation model to verify the structures and paths among the variables overall.
The results were as follows. First, teachers' playfulness directly affected the teacher-child interactions.
Second, the teacher's efficacy had a direct effect on the teacher-child interactions. Third, teachers'
playfulness not only influenced the teacher-child interactions directly but also influenced teacher-child
interactions through the teacher's efficacy. The study concludes with a discussion of the implications of
the influence of child care teachers' playfulness on teacher-child interactions mediated by the teacher's

efficacy.
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Table 1. Correlations among variables (N=293)
1 2 3
Playfulness 1
Teacher’s efficacy 239" 1
Teacher-children Interaction 162 320%* 1

“*p {001
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Table 2. Direct, indirect, and total effects of model

Paths B Vs S.E
Playfulness — Teacher’s efficacy 374 .385** .035
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