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Abstract This study reviewed details and case studies of district unit planning to preserve and develop
urban tissues concerning a historic urban environment and provide implications for future practice. In
particular, this case study examined the role of the district unit planning in city conservation rooted in
the experience of Incheon's old town. The old town begins with the opening of Incheon Port and
concessions, including Japanese, Qing Dynasty, and multinational settlements. Second, the study
established land subdivision planning and reviewed the institutions to encourage urban tissue. Third, the
conservation guidelines influenced the conservation and utilization of the streets, such as alleys and old
coastlines, the form of parcels called deep and narrow lots, and the exterior elements of buildings. This
study also derived implications for the future. First, the street with historical value in the settlement
should be excavated further. Second, the parcels in the settlement limit redevelopment to maintain the
unique morphological characteristics. Third, the exterior of the buildings should be provided with

planning incentives to induce conservation and utilization.
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Fig. 1. Spatial scope of research
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Fig. 2. Urban Tissue before the Korean War
(1944)

Fig. 3. Today’s Urban Tissue of old town in
Incheon
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Fig. 4. Plan of the Japanese settlement(1883)
in the 2003 District Unit Plan
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