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Abstract  Historical dramas are changing in response to the public who wants more dramatic
development, and historical costumes are also expressed in a modern sense. The purpose of this study
is to examine the modernization of historical costumes in historical dramas and how the modernization
of historical costumes in historical dramas is fostered from the learner's point of view with suggesting
implications. As a result of this study, first, the essential problem with the modernization of historical
costumes was the excessive modern transformation that undermines historical facts in historical dramas.
Second, the negative perceptions of the modernization of historical costumes in historical dramas
included the loss of the unique Korean identity, decreased immersion in drama, and the educational
influence of media. Positive perceptions focused on the increased interest through raising awareness of
traditional culture, compromises on changes in the times, and increased visual play of the public. Third,
the implications of the modernization of historical costumes in historical dramas require the awareness
improvement of participants in historical drama and a thorough preliminary investigation by the
costume designer on the historical costume, an in-depth study of traditional costumes, a systematic
educational approach, viewers' attention, and government effort.
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Fig. 1. The costume of Fig. 2. The costume of
“Dream of the
Emperor”

“Hwarang”

Fig. 4. The manteau of
“The great
Gwanggaeto”

Fig. 3. The amor of
“The great
Gwanggaeto”

Fig. 5. The amor of “Six Flying Dragons’
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