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Abstract This study was undertaken to identify the perception and sexual attitude of nursing students
and obstetrics and pediatric nurses towards unwed mothers, and to identify differences in the general
characteristics. Data were collected as a self-reported questionnaire survey from September, 2018 to
January, 2019. Subjects included 94 nursing students enrolled at 2 nursing colleges, and 101 nurses of
8 hospitals located in the B & C Metropolitan. The data collected was analyzed by descriptive statistics,
frequencies, percentages, means and standard deviations, independent t-test, and one-way ANOVA.
Comparing results obtained from nursing students and nurses revealed a statistically significant
difference in their overall perception of an unwed mother and sexual attitude. The perception of an
unwed mother showed significant differences considering the grade, age and sibling status of nursing
students, whereas nurses revealed significantly different perceptions according to their age, occupational
position, clinical career, career of current work department, marital status, and children status. Sexual
attitude was significantly different for nursing students according to their experience contact with unwed
mother, whereas perception of nurses differed significantly for sexual attitude according to experience
contact with unwed mother, types of hospital, and marital status. We propose that data obtained from
this research can be used as basic data for research and education related to the perception of unwed
mothers and sexual attitude of nursing students and nurses.
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Table 1. Perception of unwed mother and sexual attitude according to general characteristics of the nursing

students
(N=94)
Perception of unwed Sexual attitude
Variables n (%) mother
M=+SD t/F(p M+SD t/F(p
Gend Male 12 (12.8) 1.96+0.58 -1.39 3.04+0.40 -0.63
ender Female 82 (87.2) 2.16+0.46 (168) 3.13+0.46 (531
Grade 3 46 (48.9) 1.99+0.43 -2.93 3.11£0.46 -0.01
4 48 (51.1) 2.27+0.48 (.004) 3.11+0.45 (.992)
22.78+3.50
Age (1) < 20 21 22.3) 193046 38 318044 11O
21-30 69 (73.4) 2.17£0.46 : 3.08+0.46 :
31-40 4 (4.3) 2.5440.42 3.39+0.23
Sibling status Sister 37 (39.4) 2.02+0.41 3.09 3.21+0.45 1.44
Brother 41 (43.6) 2.29+0.48 (031) 3.04+0.49 (.238)
Both 14 (14.9) 1.96+0.46 3.03£0.32
None 2 (21) 2.23+0.87 3.49+0.36
Experience contact with unwed Yes 22 (23.4) 2.10+0.39 -0.40 3.29+0.44 2.14
mother (except for nursing) No 72 (76.6) 2.14+0.50 (.693) 3.06+0.45 (.035)
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Table 2. Perception of unwed mother and sexual attitude according to general characteristics of the nurses

(N=101)

Perception of .
P Sexual attitude

Variables n %) unwed mother
M£SD t/ F(p M£SD t/ F(p
Gende Male 0 ( 0.0 - -
: Female 101 (100.0)  2.53+0.39 2.88+0.32
Age (1) <20 37.29+10.33 - -
21-30 38 (37.6) 2.39+0.33 3.7 2.96+0.31 1.90
31-40 23 (22.8) 2.66+0.44 (624) 2.89+0.33 (.135)
41-50 26 (25.7) 2.61+0.38 ’ 2.77+0.30
>51 14 (13.9) 2.62£0.40 2.88%£0.32
Experience contact with unwed mother  Yes 33 (32.7) 2.49+0.35 -1.93 2.76+0.38 -2.75
(except for nursing) No 68 (67.3) 2.71£0.38 (.061) 2.94+0.27 (.007)
Type of hospital > General hospital 45 (45.0) 2.51+0.42 -.838 2.80+0.35 -2.36
Women's hospital 55 (55.0) 2.57+0.36 (.404) 2.95+0.27  (.020)
Occupational position Staff nurse 66 (66.0) 2.44+0.39 -3.58 2.93+0.30 1.95
> Head nurse 34 (34.0) 2724032 (.001) 2.80+0.33  (.055)
Clinical career (Yr) 13.0949.64
<10° 45 (446)  2.414039 (gfg) 2052031 2
10-19 ° 24 (23.8) 2.68+0.31 b 2.86+0.33
> 20 ¢ 32 (31.7) 2.54+0.39 a 2.80%0.31
4.37+5.17
Career of current work department (Yr) <5 70 (69.3) 2.47+0.40 (—?)1603) 2.88+0.34 (—28441)
=5 31 (30.7) 2.69£0.39 ’ 2.90+0.26 ’
Working field* Obstetrics 55 (57.3) 2.5940.35 2.17 2.90+0.31 -0.26
Pediatrics 41 (42.7) 2424042 (032) 2.91£0.29  (798)
Experience in nursing unwed mother Yes 85 (84.2) 2.52+0.38 -0.88 2.88+0.33 -0.04
or children No 16 (15.8) 2.62+0.46 (.:380) 2.89+0.25 .970
Marital status Unmarried 46 (45.5) 2.38+0.38 -4.11 2.96+0.30 2.09
Married 55 (54.5) 2.67£0.35  (€.001) 2.83+0.32  (.039)
Children status Yes 49 (49.0) 2.70+0.33 4.65 2.82+0.31 -1.91
No 51 (51.0) 2.38+0.38 (€.001) 2.94+0.31 (.059)

« Obstetrics(Delivery room, Obstetrics ward and outpatient), Pediatrics(Neonatal unit, Neonatal intensive care unit, Pediatrics ward

and outpatient)
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Table 3. Comparison of perception of unwed mother by nursing students and nurses

(N=195)
Nursing Students Nurses
Variable Categories t P
(n=94) (n=101)
Perception unwed Perception of the occurrence of unwed mother 1.71£0.72 2.76+0.80 -9.63 <.001
mother Emotional perception 3.03+0.86 3.32+£0.59 -2.68 .008
Protection and punishment 1.63+0.57 1.74+0.55 -1.36 .176
Acceptance in individual lives 2.33+0.62 2.61+0.61 -3.15 .002
Total 2.13£0.46 2.53+0.39 -6.54 <.001
Sexual Attitude Pleasurable sex 2.93+0.50 2.82+0.44 1.70 .091
Virgin until marriage 3.21+0.84 2.85+0.97 2.72 .007
Sex admissibility 2.72+0.52 2.58+0.45 1.90 .059
Homosexuality 3.42+1.07 2.85+1.06 3.74 {.001
Abortion 3.5440.69 3.37+0.64 1.74 .083
Total 3.12+0.45 2.88+0.32 4.08 <.001
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