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The Role and Necessity of a Stepmother in Fairy Tales Focused on
“Kongji and Patji” and “Cinderella”

Da-Young Ryu

Department of Liberal Arts, Jungwon University
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Abstract This study analyzes two fairy tales of similar plots in which stepmothers appear, "Kongji and
Patji" and "Cinderella". The purpose was to investigate the role of a stepmother in a fairy tale and to
examine the differences between the stepmothers in the two fairy tales mentioned above. Stepmothers
in "Kongji and Patji" and "Cinderella" show similar tendencies but there were differences in the content
of the tasks, as well as the evil actions of the stepmother after marriage. However, stepmothers who
commit these cruel evil deeds were necessary for several reasons. First of all, children who cannot cope
with psychological conflicts themselves can cope with contradictory emotions by projecting the guilt and
psychological conflicts onto their stepmother and exposing themselves to their anger. Besides, they can
understand the diversity of life and learn how to overcome pain, sorrow, and hardship. A fairy tale in
which a stepmother plays a role is of educational significance in that it teaches lessons to children by
showing that in the end, the wicked are punished and good people live a happy life. This helps the child

to have a positive self-identity.
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Table 1. The differences between stepmothers

Differences Kongji and Patji |Cinderella
Elements of wanting
1 to be recognized by| Work ability Outward beauty
the husband
Number of
2 stepmoter’s One Two
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w 'e cr to assign Giving Don't give
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her daughter her daughters
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The motif of the A harassment
4 ) agricultural X
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society -
productivity
The main
5 Where the party character’s Palace
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village
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Giv h
Wearing shoes to Ve ub WRER e shoe while
6 the shoe ;
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doesn’t fit X )
with a knife
. Conjure
Stepmother’s 1ur. r .
. commits evil No content
7 behavior after - . .
X deeds until after marriage
marriage .
after marriage
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