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Abstract In Korea, the number of single-person households and married couples has increased due to
rapid social changes, and social grievances about the care of the elderly at the end of their lives are
intensifying. Therefore, this study analyzed the relationship between the type of household and the place
of death to identify the actual condition and problems of Korean end-of-life care, and how it could be
improved. For this purpose, the final sample of 847 elderly people aged 65 or older who died from
diseases was extracted from the Korean Longitudinal Study of Aging (KLoSA) data, and a t-test and
logistic regression analysis were performed using the Stata 14 program. As a result of performing a
chi-square test to analyze the differences in the place of death according to the type of household, it
was seen that the frequency of death in hospitals in all household types was higher than in other places,
which was statistically significant. Also, a logistic regression analysis showed that households with
children and the elderly increased by 28% every year, and the number of households with only the
elderly decreased by 0.7% every year. Through the results of this study, it was confirmed that the current
status of Korea's end-of-life care and the perception of well-dying in the family influenced the place
of death, and such results could be used to establish policies for well-dying in Korea.
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Table 1. General characteristics of subjects

ABE(RD) 27.63%=

) 4.49%,

(N=847)
Variables N (%)
Male 442 52.18
Gender
Female 405 47.82
60 ~ 74 147 17.36
Age 75 ~ 84 363 42.86
> 85 337 39.79
Yes 382 45.10
Spouse
No 465 54.90
< Elementary school 635 74.97
Middle school 83 9.80
Education
High school 86 10.15
> College 43 5.08
Metropolis 361 42.62
Residence Small and Middle Town 235 27.74
Rural 251 29.63
Neoplasms 234 27.63
Endocrine, Nutritional
and Metabolic Diseases 38 449
Mental and
Behavioral Disorders 30 354
Cause DI ‘
of The Cirlcsjfstisr OS stem 109 12.87
Death atory >y
Diseases of -
The Respiratory System 80 9.45
Diseases of
The Digestive System 19 224
Others Cause of Death 337 39.79
Household | Living Alone and Couple 460 54.31
Type Living with Children 387 45.69
Place Home 240 28.34
of Hospital 498 58.80
Death Sanatorium 109 12.87
All 847 100.00
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Table 2. Household type by year (2008~2018)

Year
Household Type 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 prvalue
Living Alone 43.08 | 42.86 | 45.45 | 55.38 | 51.14 | 66.25 | 57.47 | 58.44 | 54.76 | 61.04 | 57.14
and Couple 22 = 16.616
Living with Children | 56.92 | 57.14 | 54.55 | 44.62 | 48.86 | 33.75 | 42.53 | 41.56 | 45.24 | 38.96 | 42.86
PLSUP* < 0.05,pLSUP** < 0.01,p LSUP*** < 0.001
Table 3. Place of death by year (2008~2018)
Year
Place of Death 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 prvalue
Home 38.46 | 34.92 | 37.66 | 26.15 | 42.05 | 21.25 | 20.69 | 22.08 | 23.81 | 20.78 | 26.19
Hospital 55.38 | 63.49 | 50.65 | 63.08 | 43.18 | 62.50 | 64.37 | 64.37 | 61.90 | 61.04 | 58.33 | 2% =36.959"
Sanatorium 6.15 1.59 | 11.69 | 10.77 | 14.77 | 16.25 | 14.94 | 12.99 | 14.29 | 18.18 | 15.48
PLSUP*< 0.05,pLSUP** < 0.01,p LSUP*** < 0.001
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Table 4. Differences in place of death by household

type
(N=847)
Household Place of Death Povalue
Type Home |Hospital | Sanatorium
Living Alone 120 290 50
and Couple | (26.09) | (63.04) (10.87) B
z?=8.013
Living with 120 208 59
Children (31.01) | (53.75) (15.25)

pLSUP* < 0.05,pLSUP** < 0.01,pLSUP*** < 0.001
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Table 5. Logistic regression analysis (Home vs Sanatorium)

Variable (Reference) Category p OR 95% CI
Household type L ~
(Living with children) Living alone or couple 0.004 6.5e+220 7.39e+68 .
Year™ < 0.001 1.278 1.137 ~ 1.437
Household type * Year Living alone or couple 0.004 0.777 0.653 ~ 0.924
Gender (Male) Female 0.008 2.756 1.304 ~ 5.824
Age (60~74) 75~84 0.388 1.556 0.570 ~ 4.248
= 85 0.497 1.448 0.499 ~ 4.181
Spouse (No) Yes 0.282 0.660 0.310 ~ 1.407
Education X
(< Blementary school) Middle school 0.018 2.957 1.207 ~ 7.243
High school 0.979 0.985 0.307 ~ 3.154
> College 0.420 1.883 0.405 ~ 8.748
Residence (Metropolis) Small and Middle Town 0.408 1.314 0.688 ~ 2.510
Rural 0.996 0.998 0.543 ~ 1.835
Cause of Death
(Others Cause of Death) Neoplasms 0.057 0.412 0.116 ~ 1.026
Endocrine, Nutritional
and Metabolic Diseases 0.910 1.095 0.227 ~ 5.284
Mental and
Behavioral Disorders 0.006 4.221 1.501 ~ 11.868
Diseases of
The Circulatory System 0.808 1.069 0.485 ~ 2.355
Diseases of
The Respiratory System 0.564 0.724 0.241 ~ 2.174
Diseases of
The Digestive System 0.899 0.847 0.065 ~ 10.966
Hosman-Lemeshow x*=7.88 p=0.445
*continuous variable, OR=0dds ratio, CI=Confidence Interval
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