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Structural Relationship between Parenting Style and Subjective
Well-Being of Children: Focused on Multi-group Analysis according
to Perceived Socio-Economic Status
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Abstract Previous research shows that authoritative and authoritarian parenting styles can appear
together in a parent. This study was conducted to identify the structural relationships that affect
subjective well-being through self-esteem and a sense of community of children using the data of 1,172
fourth-grade children from the 11th year Panel Study on Korean Children (PSKC). The study also
explored whether any unique characteristics appear in group classifications based on their perceived
socioeconomic status. The major results of this study are as follow: First, the mother's authoritative
parenting style showed a direct effect on the children's sense of community while the father showed a
direct effect from both authoritative and authoritarian parenting styles. Second, the mother's
authoritative parenting style showed a positive effect on the subjective well-being of her children
mediated by self-esteem and a sense of community while the father's effect on subjective well-being was
mediated by only a sense of community. Third, there were no differences in the relationship between
parenting styles and subjective well-being based on the perceived socio-economic status of the children.
The results of this study imply that each parent's parenting style has a distinct structural relationship
with the subjective well-being of their children.
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Table 1. Summary of participant demographics

Variables Category N %
Child’s Male 603 51.5
gender Female 569 485

121 7 .6
122 125 10.7
123 303 25.9
124 373 31.8
Child's 125 267 228
age

(months) 126 32 2.7

127 28 2.4

128 13 1.1

129 8 .
No response 16 1.4
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Middle school graduated 2 2
High school graduated 311 26.5
Mothers ~ Community college graduated 338  28.8
education University graduated 443 37.8
Graduate school graduated 75 6.4
No response 3 0.3
Middle school graduated 6 0.5
High school graduated 297 253
Fathers’ Community college graduated =~ 242 20.6
education University graduated 488 41.6
Graduate school graduated 136 11.6
No response 3 0.3
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Table 2. Means, standard deviations and intercorrelations among the observed variables (MN=1,172)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

1 1

2 58" 1

3 .63 58 1

4 72 48" 63 1

5 26" 7™ 23 20" 1

6 .19™ .20™ .15™ .13*™ .61 1

7 .23 18™ 27 217 .69% .60 1

8 .23™ 18 22" 19 77 51 .67 1

9 -43% -23%F - 38 - 51 - 18 - 11 - 14 - 17 ]

10 -.37* -.18™ -.34* - 40™ -.15™ .09** - 14 - 15" .60 1

11 -51%F -32% - 44" - 46™ - 17" - 10™ - 15" - 17" .62** .60*™ 1

12 -.14% 12% -.16™ -.29™ -.06* .02 -.07* -.07* .50** .39** 39* 1

13 - 15" -.07% - 14% - 14 - 43% - 24™ - 42 - 46™ 27 27 22" 15" 1

14 -.20™ -.09"* - 19" - 19" - 30" - 21** - 38** - 38" 28" 44™ 30™ .15 60" 1

15 =21 = 11" - 17% - 17 - 50™ 33" - 47" - 47" 26™ .28 35" 17" .63™ .62 1

16 -.06* .02 -.09™ -.09™ -.13*™* 13" - 18 -24* 20* .18 .13* 25" 50™ 43" 45 1

17 .11 .09** .09** .09™ .08 .05 .06* .08** -.05 -.04 -.09"* .01 -.10" -.06* -.08** -.02 1

18 .11 11 10" .11 .07 .05 .05 .07* -.05 -.06 -.10"™ -01 -.04 .00 -.02 .00 .35 1

19 .08 .09** .07* .07* .09 .06* .05 .08 -04 -02 -05 .01 -.03 -.01 -.02 .03 .41™ .65 1

20 .10™ 12% 12% 12* (07 .03 .01 .08 -.08™ -.04 -.08* -01 -01 .01 .00 .02 .33™ .60** .59 1

21 13" .06* .09** .13* .12 .10™* .08™ .11™ -.09™* -.06 -.11** -.07* -.10" -.06 -.09™ -.04 .68 .42** 45 37+ ]

22 2% .07* .09* .11** .09** .06* .07* .09™* -.09** -.07* -.10" -.03 -.11*™ -.07* -.10™ -.03 .66™ .30™ .32* 27" .64* 1

M 405 371 3.69 3.75 3.74 3.57 3.62 3.73 259 2.01 198 3.14 243 191 2.08 298 3.50 4.00 3.80 3.79 3.31 3.52
SO 44 41 47 52 50 49 52 58 58 .66 .53 52 .64 .66 .58 58 46 .71 .78 70 .46 .49
Sk -19 -01 .10 -04 -13 -16 .05 -14 -01 34 .61 .01 -12 49 51 -.07 -1.34 -33 -19 -.08 -77 -1.12

Ku -04 42 .25 -10 .13 .63 .13 -10 -.03 -49 .25 .13 -32 -31 .43 -.06 270 -24 -35 -08 .94 1.14

* p<.05, ** pd.01, *** p<.001

1: warmth & involvement(mother), 2: reasoning/induction(mother), 3: democratic participation(mother), 4: Good natured/easy going(mother), 5:
warmth & involvement(father), 6: reasoning/induction(father), 7: democratic participation(father), 8: Good natured/easy going(father), 9: Verbal
hostility(mother), 10: Corporal punishment(mother), 11: Non-reasoning, punitive strategies(mother), 12: Directiveness(mother), 13: Verbal
hostility(father), 14: Corporal punishment(father), 15: Non-reasoning, punitive strategies(father), 16: Directiveness(father), 17: Self-esteem, 18:
Sense of community(1), 19: Sense of community(2), 20: Sense of community(3), 21: Happiness. 22: Life satisfaction
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Table 3. Results of measurement model testing (V=1,172)
Latent variable Measurement variable b S.E. C.R. ﬁ AVE CR
Warmth & involvement 1 .829
Maternal authoritative Reasoning/induction .832 .029 28.753™* 770 88 o7
parenting style Democratic participation 611 .027 23.03%* 645 ’ ’
Good natured/easy going .868 027 32,430 .855
Warmth & Involvement 1 .846
paternal authoritative Reasoning/Induction .848 .026 32.021%* .800 g7 %6
parenting style Democratic Participation .658 027 24.583* 661 ’ ’
Good Natured/Easy Going 913 .025 36.786™** .891
Verbal hostility 1 .804
Maternal authoritarian Corporal punishment 1.073 .042 25.775** 753
parenting style Non-reasoning, punitive strategies .905 .033 27.054* 791 78 93
Directiveness .581 .034 17.199%** 521
Verbal hostility 1 553
Paternal authoritarian Corporal punishment 1.5 .08 18.641*** .819
parenting style Non-reasoning, punitive strategies 1.571 .087 18.003"*** 761 76 93
Directiveness 1.584 .086 18.377%* 793
Sense of community(1) 1 .808
Sense of community Sense of community(2) 1.099 .042 26.197*** 812 .75 .90
Sense of community(3) .897 .037 24,4227 735
Subjective well-being Happiness ! —— 935 .89 .94
Life satisfaction 772 .049 15.88*** .680
* p.05, ** pd01, *** p<.001
------------------------------------- T
___________________ (.002) .
Matern;\ \\‘
autheritative A
parenting

style

Self-esteem

Maternal
authoritarian
parenting

style

paternal

authoritative
parenting

style

Paternal
authoritarian
parenting
style

* pl.05, ™ pl.01, ** p(.001
Fig. 1. Structure model
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Table 4. Indirect effects in the model

Bias-corrected

Path b 95% CI

J91of wet ofufuist oh#ix|<]
shd Apie] e gl o
Ao Holg A3k A8l ek

A, cﬂﬂ%EWJOl s
FHH A BEAA A9 (o}) k] A
(df=189, N=576)=709.018, p<.001, TLI=.903, CFI=.920,
RMSEA=.069, SRMR=.053, %3 A]Z4AIE A9
() el Hw A5 }*(df=189, N=560)=693.895,
p<.001, TLI=.901, CHI=. 919 RMSEA=.069, SRMR=.0502.
2 BY FYwTt 22 A0R IRIF A Je

A3te 24 E3F A(dE378, NE1,136)=1402.914, X.001,

Maternal authoritative—Self-esteem—
Sense of community—
Subjective well-being

.013** .004~.024

TLI=.902, CFI=.920, RMSEA=.049, SRMR=.053°2%
29 Y7t B A0 FHo], YehEUAo] 4

Maternal authoritative—
Self-esteem—
Subjective well-being

.082** .022~.141

gHE Acw B %

Paternal authoritative—
Sense of community—
Subjective well-being

.020* .002~.041

Table 5. Fit indices for invariance verification

Paternal authoritarian—
Sense of community—
Subjective well-being

.037* .009~.074

* p(.05, ** p<.01

Table 6. Result of multi-group comparison

Model X df TLI CFI SRMR RMSEA(90% CI)
Configural 1402914 370 07 930 053 049(.046~.052)
mvariance
Full metric 1415.237 305 906 020 053 .048(.045~.051)
mvariance
Structural - 1431.245 400 909 020 054 .047(044~.050)
mvariance

* p<.05, ** p<.01, *** p<.001

Paths 5 Low 3 5 High 3 Ay Adf

Maternal authoritative—~Self-esteem 114 .103 .162* .158 .204 1
Paternal authoritative—Self-esteem -.049 -.048 064 .073 1.654 1
Maternal authoritarian—Self-esteem .036 .034 .066 .07 .07 1
Paternal authoritarian—Self-esteem -.224* -.141 .016 .012 2.512 1
Maternal authoritative—~Subjective well-being -.033 -.035 .023 .028 .682 1
Paternal authoritative—~Subjective well-being .028 .033 .017 .024 .04 1
Maternal authoritarian—~Subjective well-being -.037 -.041 -.033 -.045 .002 1
Paternal authoritarian—~Subjective well-being -.036 -.026 -.018 -.018 034 1
Maternal authoritative—Sense of community 137 104 .088 .065 13 1
Paternal authoritative—~Sense of community 146 121 .097 .084 .198 1
Maternal authoritarian—~Sense of community -.044 -.035 -.018 -.014 .036 1
Paternal authoritarian—Sense of community .293* 156 155 .091 544 1
Self-esteem—Sense of community 535 451 634 481 1.777 1
Sense of community—Subjective well-being L 187%* .259 157 247 .907 1
Self-esteem—Subjective well-being L6217 728 5447 .681 3.048 1

All strains 16.008 15

* pC05, ** pd01, *** pd.001
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