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Music Contents Creators’ Rights Issue in
Streaming-dominant Music Market
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Abstract The Korean music industry once fell and suffered in the 1990s mainly due to illegally duplicated
and distributed cassette tapes and online sharing of digital audio files, especially MP3. The music
industry has somehow regained its industrial scale, and it's even glowing brighter than ever now. What
is remaining to be changed is that people tend to misunderstand that popular music is almost free or
at least very cheap to have. Among the music industry's content creators, service providers, and
governing body, the one who is always hurt and lost is the individual creators. Restoring and protecting
the content creator's interests may begin with establishing market ethics practices and the government's
stronger will to adjust revenue distribution regulations. In this regard, the consumption and revenue
distribution should not be controlled solely by the logic of the capital market. This paper examines the
inner history and background factors of current problems content creators face in the music industry

and proposes various solutions from their point of view.
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Fig. 1. Recorded-music revenues by format, US,
2018 $bn [8]
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Fig. 2. CD Sales in US and Korea
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