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A Structural Analysis on Mother’s Empathy and
Parenting Behavior, Infants' Social-Emotional Development and
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Abstract This study aimed to investigate the influence of the mother's empathy and parenting behavior,
infants' social-emotional development, and adaptation to day-care centers. The subjects of the study
were 310 infants and mothers in Gyeongnam. The collected data were analyzed using a structural
equation model to verify the structures and paths among the variables overall. The results of the study
were as follows: it was confirmed that the mother's empathy ability did not have a direct effect on the
infant's adaptation to the day-care center, but it had an indirect effect by mediating the mother's
parenting behavior and the infant's social-emotional development. This means that the infant's
individual ability is not only necessary for the infant's adaptation to the day-care center, but also that
the mother's parenting behavior and empathy ability at home are important. These results can provide

the basic data for educating parents to help infants adjust to and stabilize with a day-care center.
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Fig. 2. Verification on the measurement model
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Table 2. Direct, indirect, and total effects of model

Paths Direct Indirect Total
Mother’s Empathy ability _ ~
— Mother’s Parenting behavior 680 686
Mother’s Empathy ability ~ "
— Infant’s Social and emotional development 137 186 049
Mother§ Empathy ability ' 063 043" 106
— Infant’s Daycare center adaptation
Mother’s Parenting behavior 271 _ 271
— Infant’s Social and emotional development ' '
Mother§ Parenting behavior ' _010 279+ 268
— Infant’s Daycare center adaptation
Infant’s §0C1al and emotional devglopment 1,020 ~ 1.029
— Infant’'s Daycare center adaptation

*p < .001, *p < .05
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