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An Analysis of Task Importance and Educational Needs of
Occupational Therapists’ Job in the Dementia Care Center
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Abstract In the current study, we sought to investigate the key tasks involved in occupational therapists'
jobs in dementia care centers by analyzing their educational needs and task importance. From January
to February 2021, an online survey was conducted on 113 occupational therapists at dementia care
centers nationwide. The occupational therapists at the dementia care centers recognized that
"Consultation (4.37)" was the most important of their six duties, and that education on "Education &
Management (4.36)" was the most necessary. As a result of analyzing the importance of a total of 34
tasks, it was recognized that the task of "C-2. Identifying client needs (4.50)" was the most important,
and the need for education on "BE-10. Evaluating social skills (4.47)" was the highest. In addition, a total
of 22 key tasks were derived, including 2 tasks relating to "Consultation" duty, 8 tasks relating to
"Evaluation” duty, 2 tasks relating to "Plan of intervention" duty, 6 tasks relating to "Intervention" duty,
2 tasks relating to "Education & Management" duty, and 2 tasks relating to "Self-development" duty. This
study could form the basis for the development of a job-enhancing curriculum and programs that reflect

the needs of occupational therapists at dementia care centers.
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Table 1. Job of occupational therapists in the
dementia care centers

Duty Task

C-1.
C-2.
E-1.
E-2.

Checking client information

Consultation
Identifying client needs

Establishing an evaluation plan

Evaluating neuromusculoskeletal and
motor-related functions

E-3.
E-4.
E-5.
E-6.
E-7.
E-8.
E-9.

Evaluating upper limb functions

Evaluating the ability to move

Evaluating sensory functions

Evaluation Evaluating mental functions

Evaluating communication skills

Evaluating daily activities for living

Evaluating instrumental daily life
activities

E-10. Evaluating social skills

E-11. Evaluating the area of performing

730

work

E-12. Evaluating environmental factors

Plan of P-1. Identifying problems

intervention

P-2. Establishing treatment plan
I-1.

Improving neuromusculoskeletal and
motor-related functions

1-2.
I-3.
1-4.
I-5.
I-6.
I-7.

Improving upper limb functions

Improving the ability to move

Improving sensory functions

Improving mental functions

Improving communication skills

Training daily living skills

Intervention
(self-management)

1-8.
I-9.

I-10. Providing brace appliance and
prosthetic limbs

Training instrumental daily living skills

Improving social skills

I-11.0ccupational therapy by home visiting

[-12. Driving rehabilitation

I-13. Role rehabilitation

Education & | EM-1. Education
Management | EM-2. Management
S-1. Conducting research activities
Self

development S-2. Improving professionalism and expertise

S-3. Self-management
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| Develop the questionnaire |
|

| Recruit subjects |
|

Online survey about the task importance and
educational needs of the occupational therapists’
job in the dementia care center

|
Data analysis
!

Deduce the priority of duty and task of the
occupational therapist in the dementia care center

|
| Deduce the key tasks |

Fig. 1. Research procedure
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Table 2. General characteristics of subjects
N=113
Variable N(%)
Male 24(21.2)
Gender
Female 89(78.8)
25-29 36(31.9)
30-34 46(40.7)
Age
35-40 25(22.1)
Over 41 6(5.3)
Metropolitan area 35(31.0)
Jungbu area 17(15.0)
Region
Gyungsang area 44(38.9)
HonamJeju area 17(15.0)
Below the bachelor's degree 30(26.5)
Bachelor's degree 71(62.8)
Education
Master’s degree 1109.7)
Doctoral degree 1(0.9)
1 1(0.9)
1~3 3127.4)
Career 35 28(24.8)
(year)
5~10 3127.4)
>10 22(19.5)
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Table 3. Priority by occupational therapist at
dementia care center duty area

Duty importance Educational needs
Consultation(4.37)

Education & Management(4.30)

Education & Management(4.36)
Plan of intervention(4.26)
Consultation(4.23)

Self development(4.17)
Evaluation(4.15)

Intervention(4.01)

Plan of intervention(4.27)
Evaluation(4.15)
Self development(4.14)

Intervention(3.99)
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Table 4. Priority of task importance and educational
needs by task area of the participants

Task area(average)

Task importance

Educational needs

C-2. Identifying client
needs(4.50)

E-10. Evaluating social

skills(4.47)

E-10. Evaluating social

skills(4.48)

E-6. Evaluating mental
functions(4.42)

E-8. Evaluating daily
activities for living(4.39)

EM-2. Management(4.38)

E-11. Evaluating the area of
performing work(4.38)

C-2. Identifying client
needs(4.36)

EM-2. Management(4.35)

E-6. Evaluating mental
functions(4.34)

E-8. Evaluating daily
activities for living(4.35),
E-11. Evaluating the area of
performing work(4.35)

P-1. Identifying
problems(4.31), 1-9.
Improving social skills(4.31)

I-5. Improving mental
functions(4.34), EM-1.
Education(4.34)

E-9. Evaluating instrumental
daily life activities(4.32)

E-1. Establishing an
evaluation plan(4.30), E-9.
Evaluating instrumental daily
life activities(4.30)

S-2. Improving
professionalism and
expertise(4.31), 1-9.
Improving social skills(4.31)

S-2. Improving
professionalism and
expertise(4.29), 1-5.
Improving mental
functions(4.29)

[-6. Improving
communication skills(4.30)

I-11.Occupational therapy by
home visiting(4.27), E-12.
Evaluating environmental
factors(4.27)

E-1. Establishing an
evaluation plan(4.29), E-12.
Evaluating environmental
factors(4.29)

1-7. Training daily living skills
(self-management)(4.26),
EM-1. Education(4.26)

P-1. Identifying
problems(4.27), 1-7. Training
daily living skills
(self-management)(4.27),
I-11.Occupational therapy by
home visiting(4.27)

1-8. Training instrumental
daily living skills(4.24), 1-6.
Improving communication

skills(4.24)

P-2. Establishing treatment
plan(4.26)

C-1. Checking client
information(4.23)

S-3. Self-management(4.24)

S-3. Self-management(4.22),
P-2. Establishing treatment
plan(4.22)

[-8. Training instrumental

daily living skills(4.23)

E-7. Evaluating
communication skills(4.20)

E-7. Evaluating
communication skills(4.20)

E-4. Evaluating the ability to
move(3.96)

C-1. Checking client
information(4.11)

1-3. Improving the ability to
move(3.93)

1-13. Role rehabilitation(3.91)

E-4. Evaluating the ability to
move(3.95), 1-13. Role
rehabilitation(3.95), S-1.
Conducting research
activities(3.95)

S-1. Conducting research
activities(3.89)

I-3. Improving the ability to
move(3.94)

1-2. Improving upper limb
functions(3.75)

E-5. Evaluating sensory

functions(3.74)

E-5. Evaluating sensory
functions(3.77), 1-2.
Improving upper limb
functions(3.77)

1-1. Improving
neuromusculoskeletal and

I-1. Improving
neuromusculoskeletal and
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Task area(average)

Task importance

Educational needs

motor-related functions(3.72)

motor-related functions(3.75)

E-3. Evaluating upper limb
functions(3.72)

E-3. Evaluating upper limb
functions(3.74)

I-4. Improving sensory
functions(3.68)

I-4. Improving sensory
functions(3.73)

E-2. Evaluating
neuromusculoskeletal and
motor-related functions(3.66)

E-2. Evaluating
neuromusculoskeletal and
motor-related functions(3.66)

1-12. Driving
rehabilitation(3.63)

1-12. Driving
rehabilitation(3.65)

1-10. Providing brace
appliance and prosthetic

limbs(3.59)

I-10. Providing brace
appliance and prosthetic

limbs(3.63)
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Table 5. Key tasks derivation

Areal
TI: Below 4.0/5.0
EN: 4.0 or more/5.0

Area II
TI: 4.0 or more/5.0
EN: 4.0 or more/5.0

C-1. Checking client
information
C-2. Identifying client needs

E-1. Establishing an
evaluation plan

733

E-6. Evaluating mental
functions

E-7. Evaluating
communication skills

E-8. Evaluating daily
activities for living

E-9. Evaluating instrumental
daily life activities

E-10. Evaluating social skills

E-11. Evaluating the area of
performing work

E-12. Evaluating
environmental factors

. Identifying problems
. Establishing treatment
plan

P-
P-

N»—‘

. Improving mental
functions

. Improving
communication skills

. Training daily living skills
(self-management)

. Training instrumental
daily living skills

[-9. Improving social skills

I-11.Occupational therapy by

home visiting

EM

EM-1. Education
EM-2. Management

S-2. Improving
professionalism and
expertise

S-3. Self-management

Area I
TI: 4.0 or more/5.0
EN: Below 4.0/5.0

Area IV
TI: Below 4.0/5.0
EN: Below 4.0/5.0

E-2. Evaluating
neuromusculoskeletal and
motor-related functions

E-3. Evaluating upper limb
functions

E-4. Evaluating the ability to

move

E-5. Evaluating sensory
functions

I-1. Improving
neuromusculoskeletal and
motor-related functions

I-2. Improving upper limb
functions

[-3. Improving the ability to
move

I-4. Improving sensory
functions

I-10. Providing brace
appliance and prosthetic
limbs

I-12. Driving rehabilitation

I-13. Role rehabilitation

S

S-1. Conducting research
activities

TI: Task importance, EN: Educational needs
C: Consultation, E: Evaluation, P: Plan of intervention. I:
Intervention, EM: Education & Management, S: Self

development
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