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Abstract The purpose of this study was to examine the perceptions of in-service and pre-service early
childhood teachers on the competency of early childhood teachers and analyze teachers' opinions on
the importance of teacher competency perception and the need for education on competency through
interviews. As a result of conducting surveys and interviews with in-service early childhood teachers
(n=176) and pre-service early childhood teachers (n=232), 6 competencies excluding 'classroom
management competency were statistically significant among the 7 competencies of early childhood
teachers. Most of the in-service and pre-service early childhood teachers suggest that 'comprehension
and attitude competency toward young children' is important, because the competency is the basis of
all competencies. 'Information and Communications Technology (ICT) instructions media competency'
was less important, but 'ICT instruction media competency' had a high educational demand for early
childhood teachers. The results showed that in-service teachers had a relatively high level of perception
about teacher competency. The level of perception of the pre-service teachers' competency should be
raised. Teacher education should focus on the contents for understanding young children and methods
of using ICT class media.
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Table 1. The perception of in-service and pre-service
early childhood teacher competencies

In-service Pre-service
competency (N=176) (N=232) t
M SD M SD
curriculum 436 | 267 | 405 | 3.11 | 536"
understanding
curriculum 442 | 353 | 414 | 442 |5.00m
management
comprehension and
attitude toward young | 4.62 3.43 | 4.44 | 4.49 | 3.63**
child
self-development 4.49 4.76 | 4.29 | 7.12 | 3.79™*
interpersonal & -\ 4| 3y | 431 | 351 | 2320
communication skill
class management 4.30 2.60 | 4.20 | 2.99 1.89
ICT tnstructional | o5 | 561 | 387 | 6.01 | 269
media

*p<.05, *P<.01, **P<.001
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Table 2. The perception of comprehension and
attitude competency toward young children

In-service Pre-service
competency (N=176) (N=232) t
M | SD| M | SD
e ™ |18.54| 183 | 17.58| 265 | 430
attitude toward young | g 39| 1 07 |17.02| 2.19 | 2.25*
children
*pC.05, P01, **P(001
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Table 3. The perception of ICT instruction media
understanding and use

In-service Pre-service
competency (N=176) (N=232) t
M SD M SD
understanding of ICT | )¢ 17 | 551 | 1548 | 274 | 2.64=
instruction media
Use of ICT instruction| 25 | 319 | 1937 | 3.38 | 2.66"
media

*p<.05, P01, **P(001
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