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A phenomenological study on self-directed learning experiences in
online class environment of college students

Soo-Hyun kim

Division of Beauty and Health, Vision College of Jeonju
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Abstract This study applied the phenomenological research method, a qualitative research technique,
to understand and analyze the self-directed learning experiences of junior college students in the online
classroom environment necessitated due to the spread of COVID-19 in 2020. Fifteen college students
who had attended online classes for one year were interviewed. The phenomenological research
procedure was applied to analyze the interview content. As a result of grouping sentence units with
similar meanings, 2 main components (a journey to find confidence, creating your own study method),
and 4 sub-components (freedom from introverted personality, gain experience of success in a first-time
environment, organize class content, manage time) and 12 semantic units were derived. Based on the
results of this study, an instructor must design a class that enhances a student's self-directed learning

in an online class.
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Table 1. Components

of self-directed learning

strategy of college students in online
classroom environment

Main
components

Sub-components

Converted
sematic units

Journey to
Confidence

Freedom from
introverts

- Speak my opinion without
being nervous

- Answer your instructor's
questions without fear

- Take the opportunity to
correct mistakes

Gain experience
of success in a
first-time
environment

- Proud to have completed it
to the end

- Gain confidence in your
studies with the professor's
praise

- Have the power to
overcome your limitations

Create your
own study
strategy

Organize class

- Review using repeat
listening

- Summarizing using study
notes

content ) .

- Completing assignments
while comparing them to
peers

- Take classes according to

. the department timetable
Time

- Create a plan and manage

management

your schedule
- Use the diary
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