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Abstract This study aimed to explore female cancer patients' perceptions towards fertility preservation.
It was a descriptive qualitative study with a content analysis approach. The data were collected from
April 2017 to May 2017 through in-depth interviews with 13 female cancer patients. The results showed
that the two main themes, including well-timed fertility preservation and conflicts regarding fertility
preservation, were related to the participants' perceptions towards fertility preservation. Some
participants who could preserve fertility after being diagnosed with cancer were satisfied. On the other
hand, participants who missed the fertility preservation period regretted their decision. Participants
decided to preserve fertility when they were provided sufficient explanation by medical staff and support
from partners and family members and when they shared information with other cancer patients.
However, some participants were reluctant to preserve their fertility because of the primary concerns
related to their health restoration, the burden of expenses, or insufficient information from medical
staff. It is crucial to offer relevant information and counseling on fertility preservation before treating
cancer patients. Efforts are needed to educate partners and families about the importance of their
support, establish a website for providing reliable information and expand the coverage of government
services for cancer patients considering fertility preservation.
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Table 1. Participant’s General Characteristics
W=13)
n(%) M=+SD
Total 31.07+6.17
<20 1(7.7)
?ge 20-G30 3 23.0)
year)
30-¢40 8 (61.5)
40-¢50 1(7.7)
Marital Single 8 (61.5)
status Married 5 (38.5)
Having Yes 4 (30.8)
child No 9 (69.2)
< high school 1(7.7)
Education high school 6 (46.1)
> college 6 (46.2)
Cervical 5 (38.5)
Type of Ovarian 6 (46.1)
cancer
Endometrial 2 (15.4)
Ti . <1 10 (76.9)
ime since
diagnosis 1- Q2 2 (15.4)
(year) > 2 137
Stage of 1st 10 (76.9)
cancer 2nd 3 (23.1)
Surgery 13 (100)
Cancer Radiation 5 (38.4)
treatment
Chemotherapy 6 (46.1)
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