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Students: A Basic Research for Practice of Student-centered
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Abstract This study aims to explore the meaning of English learning perceived by university students and
provide implications for educational practice so that English learners can actively participate in their
classes. For this purpose, eight freshmen taking English classes at University C located in Gangwon-do
were selected. A phenomenological research method, suitable for revealing the essence of the
experience, was used. The data were collected from non-face-to-face in-depth interviews that used
semi-structured interview questions. Six statements of theme and three theme clusters were derived after
the collected data were analyzed using the phenomenological method. The results of the analysis are as
follows. First, the participants recognize the meaning of English learning as guides on a larger stage: the
world. In particular, English learning is believed to be a tool for living as a global citizen and being good
Samaritans. Second, the participants recognize the meaning of English learning as a chance to improve
their quality of life. English learning is hence seen as a tool that can broaden the scope of learning and
get the information one wants. Third, the participants think English learning is a tool for realizing their
future dreams. In this connection, English learning is necessary for them to get a good job and
communicate in the workplace after landing a job. Finally, discussion and suggestions were presented
based on these research results.
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Fig. 1. participants’ meanings of English learning
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