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Abstract In this study, we explored the potential groups with heterogeneous characteristics depending
on the perceptions of a game by adolescents and parents. Furthermore, we examined whether these
groups are related to adolescents' game overindulgence and behavioral problems. For this purpose, 493
adolescent and parent pairs in the 1st year in KOCCA's Game User Panel (2014) were analyzed by latent
profile analysis. The results of the analysis show that the latent classes of game perception for the
adolescents and parents were turned out to be in four groups: discordance between adolescents and
parents, low-positive perception by all adolescents and parents, middle-positive perception by all
adolescents and parents, and high-positive perception by all adolescents and parents. Adolescents in all
four groups showed different levels of game overindulgence and behavioral problems. In game
overindulgence aspect, the two groups of discordance between adolescents and parents and
high-positive perception by all adolescents and parents showed higher game overindulgence than the
low-positive perception by all adolescents and parents group. Moreover, adolescents in discordance
between adolescents and parents group showed significantly higher behavioral problems than the other
three groups. These results suggest that a greater discordance in game perception of adolescents and
parents may result in increased game overindulgence and behavioral problems.
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Table 3. Comparisons across the four-class profiles on game overindulgence and behavioral problems

X’ (Significant pairwise

Variables Latent classes N M S.E. comparisons)

1 118 2.463 .087
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1 118 1.985 .093
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perception group, Class 4: high-positive perception group * p{.01, ** p<.01, ** p<001
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