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Abstract This study aimed to investigate the mediating effect of shame on the relationship between
childhood emotional abuse and the symptoms of posttraumatic stress disorder among violent-crime
victims. The data for the study were collected from 247 adults in the integrated support organization
for violent-crime victims. Subsequently, t-test, ANOVA, Pearson correlation, and hierarchical regression
analysis were performed on the collected data. In particular, bootstrapping was used to test the
significance of the mediating effect. The results of this study showed positive correlations among
childhood emotional abuse, shame, and the symptoms of posttraumatic stress disorder in violent-crime
victims. Notably, shame full-mediated the relationship between childhood emotional abuse and the
symptoms of posttraumatic stress disorder. In addition, childhood emotional abuse affected the
symptoms of posttraumatic stress disorder only through shame. In conclusion, the findings of this study

suggested the need for further related research in the future.
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics (n=247)
. Response . Response
Variables Frequency(%) Variabels Frequency(%)
Male 41(43.3) Sexual Violence 93(37.7)
Gender
Female 206(83.4) Assault 70(28.3)
Murder and Attempted Murder 35(14.2)
Youth (19~34yr) 144(58.3)
Types of Domestic Violence 16(6.5)
Crime Robbery 12(4.9)
Age Middle (35~49yr) 61(24.7)
Arson 1(0.4)
School Violence 1(0.4)
Old (50~64yr) 42(17.0)
Etc 19(7.7)
Table 2. A correlation between Emotional abuse, Posttraumatic symptoms and Shame
Variables Emotional abuse Posttraumatic symptoms Shame
Emotional abuse - .158* .198*
Posttraumatic symptoms .158* - .657**
Shame .198* .657** -
M(SD) 8.67(5.32) 28.50(11.41) 20.93(12.08)
Table 3. Mediating effect of Shame between Emotional abuse and Posttraumatic symptoms
Unnor?qélized Standardization factor
coefficient
step Model t p
Standard
B error 4
1 Emotional abuse -) Posttraumatic symptoms 337 136 .162 2.458 .014
R’=0.026, F=6.16*
2 Emotional abuse -) Shame ‘ 448 ‘ 146 ‘ .198 ‘ 3.058 ‘ .002
R*=0.039, F=9.35™
Emotional abuse -) Posttraumatic symptoms .061 107 .029 .568 570
3
Shame -) Posttraumatic symptoms .595 .047 .648 12.644 .000
R’=0.43, F=85.17""
Indirect Effect B SE LLCI ULCI
Emotional abuse -) Shame -) Posttraumatic symptoms 2766 .0891 1051 4535
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