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Abstract The purpose of this study was to derive policy recommendations for improving the quality of
liberal arts education at junior colleges by analyzing the status of the education and the perceptions and
needs of college faculty members. The status of liberal arts education was analyzed by sampling data
from 42 colleges among junior colleges in Korea. The perceptions and needs of faculty members for
liberal arts education were analyzed by a survey targeting professors and students of A college
(anonymous) in Jeonnam. As a result of the analysis, first, the credits in the liberal arts area were
approximately 7.3% of the total credits required for graduation. The liberal arts education is categorized
into three different areas: basic vocational skills, general liberal arts, and miscellaneous liberal arts
topics, which are weighted similarly. Second, professors consider the general liberal arts to be relatively
more important than students do and believe diversifying expansion of liberal arts education is
necessary. Third, for the education to improve the basic vocational competency of students, which is
operated as a liberal arts subject due to the characteristics of junior colleges, the professors emphasize
problem-solving ability while students want to focus more on how to manage resources.
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Table 1. Number and ratio of sampling colleges by

region
(Unit: number, %)
Total Number of Proportiqn
number . of sampling
Area sampling
of colleges ) colleges
® 8 (B/A)x100
Capital 43 13 30.2
Chungcheong & 2% 3 333
Gangwon
Daegu &
Gyeongbuk 22 7 518
Busan, Ulsan & 20 5 303
Gyeongnam
Honam & Jeju 24 8 33.3
Total 133 42 31.7
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Table 2. General characteristics of respondents
(unit: persons, %)

Division N %
humanit.ies 13 371
and society
Academic natural
Professor discipline science 8 22.9
health 14 40.0
Total 35 100
1 Grade 61 36.7
Grade 2 Grade 66 39.8
3 Grade 39 23.5
humanities
Student and society 84 50.6
Academic atural
discipline na' ura 36 21.7
science
health 46 27.7
Total 166 100
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importa low performance high performance (31.6%) 2 FA71Z2sHe v]E(33.2%)F Hu} S
nce | Quadrant 3: Low Quadrant 4: Possible U:H =2 ;‘(]—o] g\o] }\ﬂ 0391:1 AnR= Eﬂ] _E_E'S]—.‘E 7/'—]\.% C>E1-
priorty overkill N
low |low importance low importance T c})\l(})iq_
low performance high performance

low performance high = -
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Fig. 1. Importance-Performance Matrix
3.2.1 W
Aot mFmS] e TS Q4T 4T
3. ®7 Z7} X AIME Table 49} 2}, BB HRchobye] Ask
o o] ol ohh 32 Hog Hrsiylet &3
3.1 MRSt n¥ st Azt A ety $842 tha =0kl 3EH
AEet 7FTS AT BAsH AT Table 33} o, dutwre] S Wa A JA| #A A4skL AU
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W 7.3%% 2HEHAT. E4 _]Tg‘ d oH] ol Table 4. Awareness and demand for liberal arts
A vl&o] 7MY B2 A9 4 FLHE10.7%)°1H% education at junior colleges (professor)
o WEE W Ao FEAFALSWT &7 (unie persons. )
very Sliihtl usu slightl: very
Table 3. The results of the basic survey on the diirlsiom I;evg: nega: ally YIEZSI Ft’i?lsel et S0
operation status of liberal arts in colleges. tive
(unit: credits, %) General 10 | 20 5 0 0 {35
education level 1.860.65
Liberal arts ition of liberal di of junior 286 57.11143: 0 | 0 100.
Credits omposition or liberal arts credits sener college students
. Basic . al The importance: 2 8 619 0 35
Ratio hbera(li.arts workplace Others hz.eral liberal  of general 3.200.99
Are Total |Libe .of S il e D CUeCHE larts| education in 57 2291171543 0 100 |
a  igradu! ral liber educa junior colleges
ate ‘arts al Healt educ Hilzeli educ educa tion
creditered arts. b oo h S Healh € Thenmeedto =1 3 1 19 11 35
ation ation tion 1
f idepar depar depart exp and general
s . its credi depart depart depart ducation i 4.030.98
ts ' ment ' ment eI O education In 199 86 29 543 313 100
ment ment junior colleges
Capital 1103 10 9.1 30 0 35 14 ¢ 24 59 31 Vocational basici 1 21 11201 0 35
area ) 7 (29.1) (38.9) (13.6) (26.7) ((57.3): (34.4) competency 2.370.60
Chunge level of junior © 99 600342 29 0 {100 |
heon & 112.912.110.7 10 27 9 13 27 25 college students
Gangwon (21.7) (41.5) (19.6) (20) (58.7): (38.5) Vocat The Importance 0 4 i 20 7 35
area X of vocational
Daggu & ional basic skills i 3.860.88
o 1156 121104, 6 12 14 14 21 9 Basic, Pasic skills in g 114 114 572 200 100
yeons : #14.6) 343 34.2) (40) (51.2)} 25.7) Skills Junior colleges
area
Busan, Necessity to 1 7 2 17 8 35
Ulsan exp and
&Gy 1107 5 45 2 11 10 (19 27 12 vocational basic 3 3.691.13
congmam|  (19.0) (26.2) (21.7) (45.2) (58.7)! (28.6) skills in junior | 29 200 /5.7 48.6 228 100
area colleges
Honam & 111 2 18 8 6 14+ 12 23 17 Diversity of liberal | 8 | 15 | 7 2 3 32
Jeju area} 1l ® (17.8) 17.1) 31.1) (34.3) 51.1) (48.6)  arts courses at junior 2341.16
A 112.2:82 73 12.61 18.2 1122 16.4 1 31.4: 18.8 colleges 229 42.9:20.01 5.6 | 8.6 91.4 '
Vi T T (20.6)(31.6)1(24.0) (33.2) ((55.4) (35.2) (student option)
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Table 5. Awareness and demand for the composition
and ratio of liberal arts courses at junior
colleges (professor)

(unit: persons, %)

division ® )] ® @ ® total

6 10 16 3 - 35

@Composition
of liberal arts
courses

17.1 | 286 | 45.7 | 8.6 - 100

®Liberal arts 3 8 19 4 1 35
credit ratio 8.6 229 543 113 29 100

@-O{General Liberal Arts) should be taught more

heavily in terms of liberal arts education.

@Due to the nature of the vocational education of
junior colleges, it is necessary to teach < Basic
Vocational Competency) with greater importance.

3XGeneral Liberal Arts) and {Basic Vocational Competence)
should be taught at a similar level.

®@In order to strengthen vocational education in junior
colleges, the proportion of liberal arts education should be
lower than that of the present.

®-OLess than 5% of graduation credits
@5~10% of graduation credits
®10~15% of graduation credits
®15-20% of graduation credits
®20% or more of graduation credits
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Table 6. Awareness and demand for liberal arts
education at junior colleges (students)
(unit: persons, %)

slightl slightl
very usuall vy ey
division negati Y . . .positivi total i M i SD
negati: y ipositi
ve e
ve ve
General 2 21 1103 35 5 166
education
level of
L 3.120.70
junior 1.2 1127 162.0:21.1: 3.0 100
college
students
Gene:  The 0 7007567 0 17 166
ral {importance
libera: of general
1 artsiedu cation 3.570.73
0.0 4.2 145214041 10.2 | 100
educa in junior
tion | colleges
Theneed: 2 | 23 68 : 58 15 | 166
to expand
gen?r,al 3.37.0.88
ecucation 12 1 13.9 410 349 9.0 100
in junior
colleges
Vocational | 1 13 104 @ 41 7 166
basic
competenc
y level of 3.240.68
junior 0.6 | 7.8 162.7:24.7 42 100
college
students
The 0 5 16171 29 (166
Vocatiimportance
ional of
Basic! vocational 3.750.78
Skillsbasic skills; 0.0 | 3.0 136.7142.8 17.5 | 100
in junior
colleges
Necessity 0 7 57 76 i 26 166
to exp and:
g"‘?m“’;ﬁl 3.730.77
asic KIS 0.0 |+ 4.2 1343 458 15.7 | 100
in junior
colleges
Diversity of 18 44 7229 3 166
liberal arts
courses at junior, . 265 434 175 18 100 2.730.94
colleges(studento
ption)
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Table 8. Analysis of the difference in importance

and performance of basic vocational
competency (professor)
Importanc Performan Impor
e ce tance
Vocational Basic Skills } rank
Perfor
M SO M SD manc
e
g -
@ communication 646 0.87 380 114 266 1
skills
@ numeracy 494 1.01 297 123 197 9
@ problem-solving (o0 504 371 116 255 2
ability
@ self developement 6.03 091 3.80 1.37 223 4
p
) resource 4. 586 096 371 134 215 7
management ability
® human relationship  6.37 0.90 4.06 1.31 2.31 3
@ information ability ~ 5.80 0.82 4.37 1.33 143 10
® technical ability 591 1.11 3.86 1.22 2.05 8
©® organizational
understanding 574 1.18 3.54 1.36 2.20 6
ability
@ professional ethics  6.14 0.96 3.91 1.36 2.23 5
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Fig. 2. The importance and performance matrix of
the basic vocational skills of junior college
students perceived by college professors(I)

Table 9. The importance and performance matrix of
the basic vocational skills of junior college
students perceived by college professors(Il)

Quadrant 2:
Concentrate here

Quadrant 1:
Keep up good work

(@Ocommunication skills
@self developement
®human relationship
(professional ethics

Quadrant 4: Possible

@problem-solving ability

Quadrant 3: Low priority

overkill
@numeracy
(®resource management @information ability
ability

®technical abilit
(@organizational =~ Y

understanding ability
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Table 10. Analysis of the difference in importance
and performance of basic vocational
competency (students)

Performanc Importance

Importance e

Vocational Basic 3
-performan rank

Skills M SD M SD ce
(Mcommunication
<kills 588 1.14 5.05 1.12 0.83 6
@numeracy 4.83 123 4.46 1.10 0.37 10
@problem-solving 554 118 440 113 124 2
ability ) ) . ’ :
@self developement 5.77 1.18 4.45 1.17 1.32 1
(resource o570 117 465 123 105 4
management ability
®human relationship 5.83 1.26 4.80 1.13 1.03 5
(Dinformation ability 5.49 1.25 4.98 1.24 0.51 9
®technical ability 5.33 1.19 4.75 1.03 0.58 8
(@organizational
understanding 546 1.24 4.23 1.19 1.23 3
ability
professional ethics 5.70 1.22 4.97 1.06 0.73 7
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Fig. 3. The importance and performance matrix of
vocational basic skills perceived by junior

college students(I)

Table 11. The importance and performance matrix
of vocational basic skills perceived by
junior college students(II)

Quadrant 2:
Concentrate here

Quadrant 1:
Keep up good work

(Mcommunication skills
®problem-solving ability
@self developement
®human relationship
@professional ethics

®resource management
ability

Quadrant 3: Low priority Quadrant 4: Possible overkill

@numeracy
@information ability
®technical ability
®organizational
understanding ability
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