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Abstract This study was started as basic research for creating a background for World English
pronunciation teaching in Korean English classes. This study uses a qualitative research method to
investigate the perceptions of Korean college learners on good English pronunciation. Data were
collected through in-depth interviews involving 10 participants. Data analyses by the constant
comparative method revealed the following. First, the perception of participants on good English
pronunciation was focused on accuracy. They believe that American English pronunciation and the
intelligible pronunciation of native speakers are correct. Second, they recognized that good English
pronunciation is understood by several listeners and the messages are clear. Third, they regarded fluency
as good English pronunciation, which included confident pronunciation and the ability to pronounce
with natural speed. Fourth, all students showed a positive attitude towards English pronunciation with
accents, intonations, and rhythms. Taken together, our findings reveal that the perception of the
participants for good English pronunciation concerns both native language and intelligibility. It suggests
that EFL learners need to be more exposed to various English pronunciations (accents) before starting
to instruct for World English pronunciation.
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Table 1. Demographic characteristics of participants

order | name | sex major overseas experience ZSS(I;ZI_I;
1 A F nursing experienced 720
2 B F nursing none 800
3 C F | stewardess experienced 550
4 D F media none 420
5 E F media none 320
6 F M pilot experienced 690
7 G M dental none 450
8 H M |architecture none 320
9 I M sports none 310
10 J M sports none 270
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Table 2. Questions in unstructured interviews

Questions

1. What does good pronunciation involve?

2. Why is important to have a good pronunciation?

3. Is native-like pronunciation important to you?

4. Are you satisfy your pronunciation?
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Table 3. themes and sub-themes

sub-themes themes

like American speakers

accurate
intelligible to native speakers

understood by a variety of listeners

comprehensible
making the message clear

pronouncing with confidence

fluent
natural speed

pronunciation with intonation rhythmical
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