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Abstract The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of parental happiness and the social
competence of infants on the latter's internalization problem behavior. The data used for this study were
drawn from the 7th year of the Panel Study on Korean Children(PSKC) of the Korea Institute of Child
Care and Education. The study participants were 1,473 mothers, fathers, and infants who participated
in both the parent and child questionnaires. The structural model used to examine the relationships and
influence of each variable was verified as showing an excellent model fit. According to the analysis first,
the mothers' happiness directly affected their infants' internalized problem behavior, but the fathers'
happiness did directly affect infants' internalized problem behaviors. Second, the infants' social
competence directly affected their internalization problem behavior. Thirdly, both the mother's and
father's happiness indirectly affected an infant's internalization problem behavior through the mediation of

his/her social competence. The significance of the mediation effect was verified through bootstrapping.
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics and correlation analysis of each variable

a b cl c2 c3 c4 d1 d2 d3 d4
a 1
b 4% 1
cl .26 .16 1
c2 18* J12% 527 1
c3 247 14 70 .58 1
c4 21 15 .61 46 70 1
di1 -.23™* -.10%* =21 -.18"* -.23%* -.26™* 1
d2 -.23™* -.10%* =17 -.18™* -.23%* -3 73 1
d3 -.16™* -.07** -.16™* -.04 -.16™* -.19%* 46** 4% 1
d4 -25™* - 12%* -.30™ -.24%* -34% - 45 55%* .58** .38** 1
M 5.24 5.31 2.52 2.01 2.25 2.37 1.71 2.46 1.26 1.36
SD 1.07 1.01 .35 .40 .33 .36 2.07 2.13 1.60 1.66
S -.55 -.20 -.34 .05 .06 =27 1.57 1.00 1.85 1.78
K .38 -.48 -.78 .23 -.07 -.53 2.96 .84 4.62 4.48

a=mother’s happiness, b=father’s happiness, cl=self-control,

c2=cooperation, c3=responsibility,

c4=assertiveness, dl=emotional

reactivity, d2=unrest/depression d3=physical symptoms, d4=withdrawal,

“p(01
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Table 3. Results of confirmatory factor analysis

1S
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B S.E. C.R AVE
mother’s happinessl 91 .028 38.832
, mother’s happiness2 .92 .029 38.914
mother’s happiness - .68
mother’s happiness3 .78
mother’s happiness4 .65 .036 25.574
father’s happinessl 91
father’s h i 2 .92 .019 52.12,
father’s happines ‘a er,s appiness 5 .65
father’s happiness3 73 .024 34.768
father’s happiness4 .63 .030 27.863
assertiveness .78 .032 31.144
responsibility .89 .030 34.825
social Competence .61
cooperation .64 .038 24.677
self-control .79
withdrawal .68
internalizing problem physical symptoms .56 .042 19.112 5
behavior unrest/depression .87 .060 27.310 ’
emotional reactivity .84 .057 26.969
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Fig. 1. Final model of the impact internalizing problem behavior

Table 4. The path coefficient for the final model

B B S.E. C.R. P
, social competence 0.75 .260 .009 7.914 e
mother’s happiness —-
internalizing problem behavior -.231 -.199 .038 -6.000 e
father's haooi social competence .021 .077 .009 2.406 *
¢ -
athers happiness internalizing problem behavior .017 .016 .035 502 .615
social competence —  internalizing problem behavior -1.247 -.309 127 -9.853 ok
mother’s happinessl 1.061 .907 0.28 38.382 ok
, mother’s happiness2 1.123 922 .029 38.914 ok
mother’s happiness — R
mother’s happiness3 1.000 776
mother’s happiness4 .927 .646 .036 25.574 ek
father’s happinessl 1.000 915
, father's happiness2 1.015 924 .019 52.123 ek
father’s happiness — ,
father’s happiness3 .839 729 .024 34.768 e
father's happiness4 .844 .631 .030 27.863 e
assertiveness 1.011 781 .032 31.144 e
responsibility 1.046 .891 .030 34.825 ol
social competence -
cooperation 928 .639 .038 24.677 ok
self-control 1.000 787
withdrawal 1.000 .679
internalizing problem physical symptoms 793 .555 .042 19.112 el
behavior unrest/depression 1.642 .865 .060 27.310 ek
emotional reactivity 1.539 .836 0.57 26.969 ek

p(05 *p01, *p(001

Table 5. Direct, indirect, and total effect among variables of the final model

Direct effect Indirect effect Total effect
social competence —  internalizing problem behavior 309 309
mother’s happiness —  internalizing problem behavior -.199%* -.080™* =279
father’s happiness — internalizing problem behavior .017 -.024* -.024*
mother’s happiness — social competence 260 260
father’s happiness — social competence .077* .077*

“p(05 *p0l, *p00!
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