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A Study of Bob Dylan’s Blowin’ in the wind lyrics and subtext of
movie Forrest Gump’s scene and dialogue
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Abstract This study aims to fathom the internal and external meanings of the Blowin' In The Wind song
by Bob Dylan by analyzing the subtext of the lyrics of this song. Further, this study also aims to analyze
and understand the Forrest Gump movie by analyzing the subtext of the above song used in the movie.
Next, the aim of this study is also to analyze this movie based on the rhetorics and the original dialogues
of the movie. So, the sequence of performing the above analyses is as below. First, the analysis of the
meaning, concept, and subtext of the lyrics of Blowin' In The Wind is performed. In addition, the life,
songs, and achievements of Bob Dylan are analyzed next. Further analysis will show the scenes of Forrest
Gump which have things in common/connections with the subtext of Blowin' In The Wind. Finally, in
general, the analysis of the subtext of the lyrics of popular songs helps to understand the internal
characteristics and situation of the songs, which are conveyed by the lesser obvious side of the lyrics.
So, such an analysis of Blowin' In The Wind will show that its subtext has a great influence, as a
profound poetic message of this song from its subtext can gain public sympathy and elicit a social

movement.
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V1. How many roads must a man walk down

before you call him a man?
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D. And so, at day's end,
Alabama  in

the University of
had been
desegregated, and students Jimmy Hood

Tuscaloosa

and Vivian Malone had been signed up for

summer classes.

Earl : Not racoons, you idiot. Niggers. They

want to go to school with us.

Forrest : With us? They do?
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Fig. 1. The University of Alabama today News.

V2. Yes,
sail before she sleeps in the sand?

'n' how many seas must a white dove
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D. Jenny : Pray with me, Forrest. Pray with me
“Dear God, make me a bird so I can fly far,

far, far away from here.”
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Fig. 2. White dove flying.
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V3. Yes,
balls fly before they're forever banned?
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D. Lieutenant Dan Taylor : I got an air strike
inbound right now.
They're going to nape the whole area.
Stay here! That's an order.
Forrest : I gotta find Bubbal
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Fig. 3. Cannon balls fly.

C. The answer my friends, is blowin' in the

wind, the answer is blowin' in the wind
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Fig. 4. Feathers Blowin' in the wind

V1. How many years can mountain exist

before it's washed to the sea?
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D. The ceremony was kicked off with a candid
speech by the President regarding the need
for further escalation of the war in

Vietnam.

President Johnson awarded four medal of

honour to men from each..

President : America owes you a debt of

gratitude, son.
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Fig. 5. Johnson Awarded the Presidential Medal of
War Heroes.

V2. Yes,

exist before they're allowed to be free?

'n' how many years can some people
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Fig. 6. Hippie.

V3. Yes, and how many times can a man turn
his head And pretend that he just doesn't

see?
T, g2 3 ke nEAE dushEA tiF 2
ol He 52 US7N?
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Bobby Seale :

black soldiers are sent to the front line to die

We are against any war where

for a country that hates them. We are against
any war where black soldiers go to fight and
come to be brutalised and killed int their own
communities. We are against all these racist

and imperial acts......
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Fig. 7. Black Panther.

V1. How many times must a man look up

before he can see the sky?
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Forrest : Yes. Well, I don’t know. Sometimes it

would stop rainning long enough for the stars

to come out. And then it was nice
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Fig. 8. Look up to the sky.

V2. Yes, and how many ears must one man

have before he can hear people cry?
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Can't hear anything!
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Fig. 9. Crowds shouting against Vietnam war.

V3. Yes,
he knows that too many people have died?

'n' how many deaths will it takes 'till
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D. Then Bubba said something I won't ever
forget.
Bubba :
Bubba was my best good friend.

I want to go home.

And even I know that ain't something. you can
find just around the corner. Bubba was going to
be a shrimping boat captain, but instead, he died
right there by that river in Vietnam.
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Fig. 10. Dying Bubba.

4. Discussion
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