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A Qualitative Study on the Learning Experience of Nursing Students
Re-Enrolled in A College-Grounded Theory Approach
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to explore the learning experiences of students that re-enrolled
in a nursing college. The subjects were 13 fourth-year students at a nursing college in Chungnam
province. Data were collected from February 2020 to May 2022 by in-depth interview and analyzed using
the grounded theory approach. Strauss and Corbin's paradigm model was applied to coded and
categorized data. The central phenomenon was 'difficulties associated with learning nursing'. Causal
conditions were 'to get a better job' and 'to fulfill one's dream to become a nurse'. Intervention
conditions were 'clear sense of purpose', 'accumulated experiences’, and 'support systems'.
Action/reaction strategies were 'various ways of overcoming difficulties', 'positive learning strategy', and
'negative learning strategy'. Through these processes, students exhibited a high level of satisfaction as
they matured and learned how to overcome difficulties. Appropriate support programs should be devised

from early college years to encourage nurses to persevere.
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Table 1. Open-ended questions provided to students
before interview.

*Major of previous college/university

*Background and purpose of re-admission

*College life especially related to academic performance after
re-admission

*Satisfaction with current major

*Factors related to academic performance
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Table 2. Characteristics of the participants

Gen- Previous college:university Status before
Age . -
der (major) readmission
National institute for lifelong
1 F | 52 education credit bank Nurse assistant
(social welfare)
University
2| M |29 (police and law) Bodyguard
3| F |2 College Nurse
(hospital administration) assistant
University Looking for
41 F | (french) a job
College
5| F |23 (trade distribution marketing) Salesperson
- College
6| F |2 (trade distribution marketing) Bank clerk
College Office work
7| F |46 (social welfare) at_hospital
sl M| 26 Umvers%ty*drop out Mlhtgry
(physiotherapy) service
9| F | 42 Umver.SJ'ty Piano tutor
(composition)
10l M |28 College Mlhtgry
(health care management) service
College
11| F | 30 (hotel & tourism) Salesperson
12| F | 28 (%ollége . Designer
(communication design)
College re-admission
131 F 123 (health care administration) followed. by
graduation

Contextual condition
= Mew leaming situation
- Old g2

- Economic burden

Causal condition ﬂ

» To get a better job ::>

« To fulfill ane’s
dream to become

a nurse

Central phenomenon
= Difficulties of

BaMming nursing
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Fig. 1. A paradigm model showing learning experience of re-enrolled nursing students
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