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Abstract This study investigated the influence of an infant's emotional intelligence on the mother's
empathy ability; it also examined the mediating influence of parenting behavior. The subjects of the
study were 189 infants and mothers. The collected data were analyzed with a structural equation model
to verify the structures and paths among the variables overall. The results of the study were as follows:
First, the mother's empathy ability influenced parenting behavior and her infant's emotional intelligence.
Also, the mother's parenting behavior influenced her infant's emotional intelligence. Second, it was
observed that parenting behavior thus played a mediating role in the effect of the mother's empathy
ability on her infant's emotional intelligence. The results of this study showed that a mother's empathy
ability and her parenting behavior were important variables affecting the development of her infant's
emotional intelligence. It is therefore suggested that it would be necessary to support and develop
various parenting and counseling programs that could improve the mother's empathy ability and

parenting behavior to enhance her infant's emotional recognition.

Keywords : Infant, Mother's Empathy Ability, Parenting Behavior, Emotional Intelligence, Mediating
Effects
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Empathy ability

Parenting behavior

Emotion intelligence

Empathy ability 1
Mother
Parenting behavior 578%* 1
Infant Emotion intelligence 316 438%* 1
(001
Table 2. Regression analysis among variables
Independent variable Dependent variable B(S.E) 3 t V.d F
Mother’s empathy ability Parenting behavior .523(.078) 436 5.664* .190 72.100™
Mother's empathy ability| ~ Mants emotion 442(.062) 438 8.491"* 094 32.084"+*
intelligence
Parenting behavior Infant's emotion [648(.057) 540 11.274% 292 12.097%*
intelligence

=p (001
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Table 3. Parameter estimates in the structural model

B.E) 3 ‘ P
Mother's empathy ability 075(.094) 671 9.267 000
— Parenting behavior
Parenting behavior 485(.099) 1.453 4878 000
— Infant’s emotion intelligence
Mother's empathy ability 054(121) 039 449 653
— Infant’s emotion intelligence

Empathy
ability

Fig. 1. Verification on the measurement research model
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