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Nursing students’ experience of career and employment preparation
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Abstract This study was an inductive qualitative content analysis method to explore the career and
employment preparation experiences of nursing students. The participants of this study were 31
third-year nursing students (7 male and 24 female). From September 2020 to December 2021, in-depth
interviews were conducted on their career and employment preparation experiences, and the collected
data were qualitatively analyzed. Results of the study revealed that personal factors were 'uncertainty
about career decision’, 'negative self-evaluation of employment preparation', 'positive experience of
college life', 'pursuit of intrinsic work value', and 'efforts to prepare for employment'. The situational
factors included 'recognition of educational environment problems' and 'requirement of resources for
employment preparation'. This study contributed to the in-depth understanding and insight into the
nature of career and employment preparation experiences among nursing students. The results indicate
the necessity of developing and applying various and systematic career and employment preparation

programs.
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Table 1. Themes, Categories, and Subcategories of

the Study
Themes Categories Subcategories
Uncertainty ¢ Undecided career goals
about career :
L. ¢ Lack of career plans
decisions
Negative ¢ Insufficient employment
self-evaluation of preparation
employment ¢ Passive career attitude
preparation * Regret of grade management
Positive ¢ Smooth friendship
Personal | experience of ¢ Satisfaction with career
factors | college life development
N e Career choice to
Pursuit of RE
L demonstrate ability
intrinsic work .
¢ Considering the value of
value
development
* Autonomous Career
Efforts to o
repare for motivation
P * Active information gathering
employment .
activities
Recognition of ¢ University life focused on
educational academic activities
environment * Restrictions due to
Situational | Problems COVID-19
factors Requirement of | ¢ Training for work
resources for experience
employment ¢ Program to strengthen
preparation career competencies
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