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Abstract The purpose of this study was to identify the factors influencing the willingness to give birth
to children among university students. A convenience sample of 150 subjects was recruited from K
university in Changwon, South Korea. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, t-test, one-way
ANOVA, Pearson correlation coefficients, Scheffe's test, and stepwise multiple regression. The results
showed that 67.5% of the subjects had the intention to marry, and the mean score for their willingness
to bear children was 2.98 out of 5 points. The willingness to bear children had a significant positive
relationship with their view on marriage and a negative relationship with gender equality consciousness.
The views on marriage had a significantly negative relationship with gender equality consciousness, and
gender equality consciousness had a significantly negative relationship with the parents' psychological
control. In the regression analysis, marriage intention (8=.44, p<{.001), parents' marital happiness (8=.15,
p=.031), and the view on marriage (8=.23, p=.001) were the significant factors influencing the willingness
to bear children among university students. These variables explained 48.0% of the variance in the
willingness to bear children. These research results suggest that since the university students' willingness
to bear children is greatly affected by their personal will and value perception about marriage, a strategy

different from the national policy to counter low fertility will be needed.
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Table 1. Difference of childbirth will according to

general characteristics (N=150)

Vasiabl Catosort NGO Childbirth will
ariaples ategories () MeaniSD t/F(p)
Gend Male 22(14.6) | 3.64%1.05 2.75
ender Female | 12985.4) | 2.86+125 | (007)

Age* 22.75+3.86

(yr) (22 69(45.7) 2.77+1.19 -1.93
> 22 81(53.6) | 3.16+1.28 | (.055)
Grade* <2 79(52.3) | 2.75+1.15 | -2.31
>3 7147.0) | 3.21+1.32 | (023)
Religion Yes 51(33.8) | 3.10£1.28 | (.87
No 10066.2) | 2.91+1.23 | (383)
Marriage Yes 102(67.5) | 3.49+1.05 9.13
intention No 49(32.5) | 1.90+0.90 | (£.001)
Marital status| Married 118(78.1) | 3.14+1.22 | 3.10
of parents Others 33(21.9) | 2.39+1.20 | (002)

. . Unhappy“ 14(9.3) 1.12+0.35 38.80
Marital Bliss[7yi et [ 59(39.3) | 270+ 1.11 | (C.001)
of parents - b

Happy*® 77G1.4) | 4022082 | ©
*missing value
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B 3.53+0. 41@01‘”4 Frol Agy A= 44 1t
Mol W 1.84£0.60801900, F4elA= 57 W

o] H# 2.98+1.25%0]Jch

Table 2. Attitude toward marriage, gender equality

consciousness, parental  psychological
control, and childbirth will (N=150)
Variables Range M+SD Item M*SD
Adtitude toward |y g | 511542.99 | 3.0240.43
marriage
Gender Equality | gg 115 | 08.98+11.36 | 3.53+0.41
Consciousness
Parental
Psychological 16~64 29.51+£9.53 1.84+0.60
Control
Childbirth will 1~5 2.98+1.25 2.98+1.25
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Table 3. Correlations among attitude toward marriage,

gender equality consciousness, parental
psychological control, and childbirth will
(N=150)
Attitude Gender Parental
toward equality psychological
Variables marriage consciousness control
o(p)
Childbirth will 507 -26" -.09
Attitude 'toward 1 _16 _10
marriage
Gender' equality 1 33"
consciousness
Parental psycho- 1
logical control
(.05, **p(.01
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Table 4. Factors influencing childbirth will of university

students (N=150)
Childbirth will
Variables
B [SE | 8] ¢t | p | T [VIF
Gender 0.1310.23 | .03 | 0.57 |.570| .86 | 1.16
Grade 0.18]0.15 |-.07| -1.19| 233 | .95 | 1.07
Marriage intention | 1.17 | 0.18 | .44 | 6.42 [<.001| .77 | 1.28
Marital status of | il 51 | _01{-0.22 | .824| .73 | 1.36
parents
Marital bliss of 1 oo 1 13| 15| 2.18 |.031] .73 | 1.36
parents
Auitude toward | 6 50 | 05 | 23| 330 |.001| .75 | 1.32
marriage
Gender equality | ) 1| 0 | -.09| -1.46 | .145 | .82 | 1.21
consclousness

R%=.693, Adjusted R*=.480, F=18.58, p<.001

*Dummy variable: Gender(1=male, O=female), Grade(1=more than
3 grade, O=below 2 grade), Marriage intention(l=yes, 0=no),
Marital status of parents(l=married, O=others), Marital bliss of
parents(1=happy, O=moderate or unhappy)
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