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Abstract The purpose of this study is to examine the prevalence of disabilities in South Korea based
on the Korean version of the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF). This
study presents the possibility for disability monitoring in accordance with the UN CRPD or Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), and prepares basic disability data related to future health care and
rehabilitation. A total of 321 persons living in Seongbuk-gu, which has a population distribution similar
to Seoul, participated in a face-to-face survey exploring disability prevalence through individual
interviews. To investigate the prevalence rate, we used the Model Disability Survey (MDS), which consists
of 48 questions in 17 domains. According to results from Rasch analysis, the disability prevalence rate
was 20.9%, which is about four times higher than a 2017 survey on disability (5.39%). Based on criteria
under the MDS, the breakdown was as follows: No disability, 28.0%:; Mild disability, 24.0%: Moderate
disability, 27.1%; and Severe disability, 20.9%. These results imply that disability prevalence and disparity
rates differed between the MDS and the 2017 disability survey in South Korea. Based on the results of
this study, discussion and suggestions to identify the welfare needs of potential consumers, and ways to
develop welfare policies for people with disabilities, are provided.
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Table 1. MDS description and contents

National or regional implementations as a
dedicated standalone disability survey

- Module 1000:
- Module 2000:
- Module 3000:
- Module 4000:
- Module 5000:
- Module 6000:
- Module 7000: Well-being

- Module 8000: Empowerment

- Chile (2015) 12,000 interviews

- Sri Lanka (2015) 3000 interviews

- Philippines (2017) 11,000 interviews
- Qatar (2017) 6000 interviews

Goal

Socio-demographics
Work history, benefits
Environmental factors
Functioning

Health conditions
Health care utilization

Modules

National
implemental
tions

- Cameroon (2016) Adamawa
- Pakistan (2017) Balochistan
- United Arabic Emirates (2018) Dubai

Regional
implemental
tions
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Table 2. Item examples of the performance scales

No Question

How much of a problem is standing for long periods
14002 .

such as 30 minutes for you?
14005 | How much of a problem is walking a kilometer for you?

How much of a problem is raising a 2 liter bottle of
14009 .

water from waist to eye level?

How much of a problem do you have with hearing what
14017 | is said in a conversation with another person in a quiet

room?

How much of a problem do you have with feeling
14025 . ;

worried, nervous or anxious?

How much of a problem is remembering to do the
14035 | . . . .

important things in your day to day life?

How much of a problem did you have with voting in the
14042 .

last elections?

How much of a problem is using public or private
14048 .

transportation?
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Table 4. Distribution of the sample on disability

Disability level N %
No disability 90 28.0
Mild disability 77 24.0
Moderate disability 87 27.1
Severe disability 67 20.9
Total 321 100.0
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Fig. 2. Distribution of the sample on the
performance scale
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Ad, Uol, ns&5E, A8dH, g 22 st ARSHAEY XPOH’\ZO 7lgto 2 FojlEdeS
7] B3of| 2 Aol Table 59F 2tk AEo] wb AFEstglon, FoiEdE-2 20.9%01H, ¢ Aol
2 Bxg By Aof(Severe)7t ATkl SHI vlEO]  FLL 19.1%, AL 22.2%= ojAo] o EA UErst
ARG A4G(59.7%°014 =A UEHTh Yelo] BE o Agtiof] ohE FoEdE&S A7o] okl et
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it B9%E0] TE RES HE T5RS o/ WS Al Lieht BolSHE 20.9%% 20178 JoIIAZA
Ae] Aofiul&o] 82.0%= 7MY =A UBlsth. 22/ oA Yeld 5.4%9] °oF 489 Esk= ol
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Table 5. Disability rate of the performance scale
regarding gender, age, education and work

type
INo disabilityy Mild | Moderate| Severe
N[ % [NJw [N[% [N] %
Gender
Male 39 | 43.3 | 37 [48.1| 38 |43.7| 27 | 40.3
Female 51 | 56.7 | 40 |51.9] 49 [56.3| 40 | 59.7
Age
20 to 29 28 | 31.1 |13 [16.9| 13 |14.9| 7 | 104
30 to 39 17 | 189 | 14 [18.2| 13 |14.9| 8 |11.9
40 to 49 17 | 189 | 15 |19.5| 11 |12.6| 14 | 20.9
50 to 59 16 | 17.8 | 22 [28.6| 24 |27.6| 5 | 7.5
60 to 69 8 8.9 | 10 |13.0] 25 [28.7| 18 | 26.9
70 to 79 4 44 |2 (261] 1 [11|13(19.4
Over 80 0 0.0 1 (1310 100|230
Education
Never completed | _ _ B _ B 3 | 45
any grade
Flementary -l - 1131 ]11]2]30
education
Secondary school | 2 | 22 | 4 | 52| 5 |57 | 7 |104
Post-secondary | gg | 978 | 75 [93.6| 81 | 93 | 55 |82.0
school
Marital Status
Single 35 | 389 | 16 |20.8| 20 |23.0| 12 | 17.9
Married 54 | 60.0 | 59 |76.6| 61 |70.1| 42 | 62.7
Divorced 0 00 |2 ]26|5 (57| 41|60
Widowed 1 1.1 0 00| 1 |11]9|134
Work
Currently not | 16 | 1581 3 | 44|15 |190] 8 |123
working
Working for 1 34 | 43,6 | 30 [57.4| 43 | 54.4 | 34 | 523
wages/salary
Self-employed | 56 1 333 | 24 |35.3] 17| 21.5| 17 | 262
worker
W?rki?g asunpaid | o o1 5 2 25| 2 | 31
amily member
Other working | ¢ 1 77 1 1 | 15| 2 [25] 4 |61
situation

Note. *Vocational education, university, post-graduate degree:
**Sick leave, retired by age
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Total sample Women

Totalsample Age20.20 Age0-39 Age40-49 Age5050 Age6069 Age70.79  Age 80+

. 3. Distribution of disability prevalence on the
sample by gender and age groups
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W&5(places of workship), W& Htransportation),  5.61%, 201449 5.59%, 20179 5.39%)° t}&= & 4
A A F39 &ol(living environment), 7F W k. Sl Aolle 157 o= F2EY, SEAIE &
3P o] &{(dwelling including toilet), 7F8 W 7],  J=I 7] fi&e] FA7I5t MDS Fol&d EJ—]' RX
A¥, FE(temperature/terrain/climate), FH £  7|¥F Aoj&EF LS & A3 yeRd St Qidk &
g, &2, o](lighting/noise/people) & A7t A7 AEAES FAck= Wil Qo SAE 7vtezs &
A5E AFolet olEes AT ST HlEol & AJA], FAE 7Rt R & AR gt &1 5

A vEivtes A ¢ & AUk TS 5= gitk. s, £2)71 woi AR & H2

Table 6. MDS approach for multiple aspects of the
environment that might be hindering (A
number and rate of answering ‘hard, 4 and

‘very hard, 5)
No disabilityy Mild | Moderate | Severe
(N=90) (N=77) | (N=87) | (N=67)
N % Nl % | N| % | N| %
Workplace/school 5 56 | 3139| 5 |57 7104
Health facilities 0 00 | 1|13 2 |23 3|45
Places to socialize 3 3.3 2126 1 1.1 ] 21]3.0
Shops/banks/postoffice| 0 00 | 1]13] 2 |23]11]16.4
Places of workship 0 00 | 4|52 1 |11] 7104
Transportation 0 0.0 | 0/00| 5 |57 9|134
Living environment 0 00 | 1|13] 0 [00] 9(13.4
Dwelling including | | oo | gloo| 1 |11 8[11.9
toilet
TemperaTure/terrain/ 0o lool2l26l1]11] 704
climate
Lighting/noise/people 00 | 2126 2 [23]5]|75
4, =9

E A o)A HE=2 ICF Aof7fd-E vhdsia
HAAHCZ AFEETL Q= MDS =78 o]&sto] &
NETES AT ol 95 MDS E&°] AR
o, ALY QIFFRet FARE ET AFsi=
get =91 350 e R A HPRAE AASHR
o, 3219 A&7t HFEA =Y. XLOHE“QO E8E
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Yeldth 249 238 750 & 3719 thste] =9
s .
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