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Abstract This study was conducted to identify the differences between good death perception,
biomedical ethics awareness, and attitudes toward advance directives among nursing students, and to
identify factors affecting attitudes toward advance directives. The target population was composed of
college students attending the nursing departments of three universities in Jeollabuk-do Province. Data
were collected from June 1, 2022, to July 31, 2022, from 128 students who agreed to participate in the
study after receiving an explanation of the study's purposes and methods. Collected data were analyzed
using descriptive statistics, the independent t-test, one-way ANOVA, Pearson's correlation coefficients,
and multiple regression in SPSS/WIN 20.0. Factors found to influence attitudes toward advance directives
in order were biomedical ethics awareness (8=.36, p<.001) and good death perception (8=.18, p=.032),
and the explanatory power of attitude towards advance directives was 18.0%. Good death perception was
positively correlated with biomedical ethics awareness and attitude toward advance directives, and
biomedical ethics awareness was positively correlated with attitude towards advance directives. The
study shows that good death perception and awareness of biomedical ethics influence the attitudes of
nursing students to advance directives. Thus, a curriculum is required based on curricular and
extra-curricular courses and hospice-related educational programs to improve good death perception
and biomedical ethics awareness among nursing students.
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Table 1. Differences among the Good death perception, Biomedical ethics awareness, Attitudes toward

advanced directives (N=128)
Good death perception Biomec%ical ethics Attitudes toward AD
Characteristics Categories n(%) awareness
M+£SD t or F(p) M+SD t or F(p) M+£SD t or F(p)
Gend Male 16(12.5) 3.10£0.39 0.97 2.94+0.27 1.12 2.85+0.32 | (.91
endae
i Fernale 112(87.5) 3.0240.31 (192) 2.8740.23 (31D | 2.85+032 | (008)
Age 20.7+£2.6
Relii Yes 70(54.7) 3.06£0.33 1.46 2.85+0.26 1.11 2.81£0.30 0.80
e on
lgl No 58(45.3) 2.98+0.31 (916) 2.90+0.21 (428) | 2.77x030| (910)
1th 48(38.5) 3.00£0.31 2.91+0.17 2.77+0.24
2th 27(21.1) 3.09+0.38 0.46 2.83+0.37 0.95 2.73+0.36 2.23
Grade
3th 31(24.2) 3.0240.32 (714) 2.89+0.22 (4200 | 2.091+0.28 | (088)
4th 22(17.2) 3.00+0.28 2.84+0.16 2.75+0.34
High 71(55.5) 3.0240.32 2.90+0.19 2.81+0.24
Health status Middle 48(37.5) 3.020.34 0.10 2.8340.31 166 1 7gr036 | 127
: it (.908) = (.195) b (.285)
Low 9(7.0) 3.07+0.28 2.9540.16 2.64+0.37
Living parents Living both 122(95.3) 3.03£0.32 0.97 2.88+0.24 059 |279%031| 20
arrangement Living alone 6(4.7) 2.90£0.33 (895) 2.82£0.20 (800) | 277+0.12| (158
Experienced the Yes 49(38.3) 2.98+0.29 136 2.90+0.15 1.04 2.85+0.25 1.90
death of (411) (.009) (.160)
family or relatives | No 79(61.7) 3.06+0.34 . 2.86+0.28 009 12754032 ¢
i . .04£0. .90£0. 83+0.
Ezgcelrl(i;c; of Yes 50(39.1) 3.04+0.30 0.45 2.90+0.19 0.85 2.83+0.30 127
education No 78(60.9) 3.0240.34 (165 | 286+027 | (317 |276+030| (589
Biomedical ethics | Yes 79(61.7) 3.07+0.30 1.84 2.88+0.21 0.19 2.84£030 | 259
education No 49(38.3) 2.96+0.34 (298) 2.87+0.28 (903) | 2.70+0.28 | (605
D od Yes 50(39.1) 3.0640.32 0.95 2.89+0.20 045 |290£030| 314
education
' No 78(60.9) 3.00+0.32 (964) 2.87+0.26 (544 | 2724028 | (358

M=mean; AD= Advanced Directives
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Table 2. Degree of Good death perception, Biomedical
ethics awareness, Attitudes toward advanced

directives (M=128)
Variables M+£SD Min Max Range
Good death 3.03£032| 229 | 400 1-4
perception
Biomedical ethics 2.88+0.24 139 3.41 14
awareness
Attitudes
toward AD 2.79£0.30 1.60 3.60 1-4
M=mean; AD= Advanced Directives
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Table 3. Correlation among the Good death perception,

Biomedical ethics awareness Attitudes
toward advanced directives (N=128)
Good death Biorr;dical Attitudes
i tion ethics toward AD
Variables percep awareness
r (p) r (p) r (p)
Good death 1
perception
Biomedical ethics 28 (002) 1
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Attitudes
roward AD .29 (001) | .40 (£.001) 1

AD= Advanced Directives
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Table 4. Influencing factors on the Attitudes toward

advanced directives (IV=128)
Variables B SE B t D

(Constant) 1.03 0.35 2.98 .004
Gender -0.03 0.73 -0.03 -0.37 710
Good death | 10 | 505 | 020 | 233 | .022
perception

Biomedical

ethics 0.43 0.11 0.34 4.06 <.001
awareness

R’=.195 Adjusted R*= .176  F(p)=10.03 ({.001)
SE=Standard Error; Dummy=Gender(male)
AD=Advanced Directives
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