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Analysis of Neo-Confucian Vocation Ethics
Appeared in Hwaseong-Seongyeok-Uigwe

Si-Yeon Park
Dept. of Vocation, Kyonggi University Graduate School
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Abstract This study is of an official document of Joseon that recorded the construction process of
Hwaseong, which was built in the 18th century, and analyzes the UNESCO documentary heritage of
Hwaseong-Seongyeok-Uigwe to understand the actual state of Neo-Confucian vocation ethics and to
prove that vocation ethics at the time formed the basis of what Korea's vocation ethics tried to clarify.
First of all, the Neo-Confucian vocation ethics of Noneo, Daehak, Jungyong, Maengja, Yegi,
Seongridaejeon, and Seonghaksipdo were summarized. Also analyzed are records related to civil
engineering and construction technicians appearing in Hwaseong-Seongyeok-Uigwe with
In-Ui-Ye-Ji-Sin*, the core vocational ethics of Neo-Confucianism, and their results. The Neo-Confucian
vocation ethics of Hwaseong-Seongyeok-Uigwe are summarized as follows: In* (love) shown by the king's
grace; Ui* (justice) shown by transparent and fair administration; Ye* (propriety) shown by mutual
respect; Ji* (wisdom) represented by thorough research, evidence, and records; and Sin* (faith) expressed
as sincerity, trust, and craftsmanship. In particular, Ui* (justice), Ji* (wisdom), and Sin* (faith) were
emphasized, and since the government officially recorded the national business, it was the result of the
Neo-Confucian vocation ethics emphasized in Joseon. It was confirmed that the Neo-Confucian vocation
ethics of the time were the roots of the vocation ethics of Korea. If vocation ethics is re-established
from a top-down order to a horizontal order according to the changes of the times, it will continue to
be a great vocation ethics theory system. This study tries to properly recognize the value of traditional
Korean vocation ethics and tries to promote the improvement of modern vocation ethics.
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Table 1. Mencius's clues of four natures

Clues of four natures Ethics
In* Pity Love
Ui* Disgrace & Hate Justice
Ye* Modesty Propriety
Ji* Distinction Wisdom

* a pronunciation of the original text
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Table 2. Vocation core-ethics of Neo-Confucianism

Table 3. Origin of engineer & Working-days[10]

Neo-Confucianism Vocation core-ethics
In* Love
Ui* Justice
Ye* Propriety
Ji* Wisdom
Sin* Faith
Seongsil* Sincerity
Kyeokmul* Anaiysis
Chiji* Perfect-Knowledge
Jeongsim™* Right-Mind
Dori* Duty
Cheongryeom* Integrity
* a pronunciation of the original text
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A study on core value theory
of Neo-Confucian vocation ethics
in Joseon Dynasty

Analysis of preceding research
on the Hwaseong-Seongyeok-Uigwe

A Neo-Confucian vocatin ethics analysis
of engineers who participated
in construction engineers
of Hwaseong-Seongyeok-Uigwe

Research results

Discussion and Conclusion

Fig. 1. Analysis framework
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* a pronunciation of the original text
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