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Differences in the Perceptions of Neglect According to Child Abuse
Experience and Knowledge of Child Abuse Prevention and
Reporting among Nursing Students
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Abstract This study examines the experience of nursing students concerning child abuse, its prevention,
and the level of knowledge of reporting. We further endeavor to determine the relevance of the
perceptions of neglect among nursing students. This study was conducted from August 2022 to January
2023. Our results reveal that the level of knowledge for reporting child abuse was positively associated
with the awareness of its neglect (r = 152, p = 0.036). Nursing students who were obligated to report
child abuse demonstrated a higher level of awareness of neglect when they had knowledge about the
legal obligation to report suspected cases of child abuse (8 = 0.38, p = 0.038). Moreover, a higher level
of neglect recognition was obtained for elementary, middle, and high school teachers when they had
prior knowledge about the obligation (8 = 0.208, p = 0.016). Social welfare facility staff demonstrated
a high level of awareness of neglect when they were aware of obligation (8 = 0.199, p = 0.042). The level
of child abuse knowledge was found to be directly related to the awareness of neglect and abuse. During
the survey, certain questions were found to be highly relevant to gain insight. We propose that these

questions should be reflected in the educational content for nursing students.
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Table 1. Characteristics of variable and scale

Overall Abuse awareness score
Characteristics Categories N(%)
M+SD t D
Total 192(100)
Male 32(16.7) 8.289+1.114
Gender -2.119 .035
Female 160(83.3) 8.715+1.023
1,2 87(45.3) 8.734+1.061
Grade 416 .679
3,4 105(54.7) 8.639+1.079
no 133(69.3) 8.594+1.116
Religion -.999 319
yes 59(30.7) 8.758+0.871
no 168(87.5) 8.639+1.066
Past Child Abuse Victims -.197 .844
yes 24(12.5) 8.684+0.931
no 130(67.7) 8.580+1.079
Past witnessing child abuse -1.230 .220
yes 62(32.3) 8.779+0.973
no 38(19.8) 8.486+0.907
Child abuse prevention education -1.042 .299
yes 154(80.2) 8.683+1.079
Scale Categories N(%)
Abuse reporting knowledge score (score) 9.21£0.163
neglect 8.08+0.108
sexual 9.451+0.729
Abuse awareness score physical 8.902+0.066
emotional 8.093+0.146
Overall 8.664+0.075

M=Mean; SD=Standard Deviation
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Table 2. Correlation between Overall abuse awareness,
Neglect abuse awareness, Abuse reporting

knowledge
Variables o)
1 2 3
1. Overall abuse awareness 1

2. Neglect abuse 926 1

awareness (0.000)
3. Abuse reporting 197 152 1

knowledge (0.006) (0.036)
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Table 3. Factors associated with abuse awareness

Variable B S.E. B t p VIF

(Constant) 6.732 .557 12.082 .000
Grade -.144 .150 -.068 -.338 .338 1.031
Gender .496 .202 177 2.452 .015* 1.056
Religion 252 164 11 1.535 126 1.068
Past Child Abuse Victims -.017 231 -.005 -.073 942 1.068
Past witnessing child abuse 154 161 .069 .955 341 1.052
Child abuse prevention education 224 188 .085 1.193 235 1.036
Abuse reporting knowledge .100 .033 216 3.004 .003* 1.045

R*=0.093, Adj R*=0.058, F(p)=2.680(0.012), Durbin-Watson=1.957
Dummy variable(reference) : Gender(Male), Grade(1,2), Religion(no), Past Child Abuse Victims(no), Past witnessing child abuse(no),
Child abuse prevention education(no)
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Table 4. The relationship between abuse reporting knowledge details and abuse awareness

Overall abuse awareness neglect abuse awareness
Variable
B S.E. B t p VIF B S.E. B t p VIF
(Const.) 7.813 492 15.893 .000 7.352 727 10.117 .000
1 .406 .220 143 1.849 .066 1.383 .680 324 .168 2.097 .038* 1.383
2 -.601 .307 -.172 -1.957 .052 1.782 -.677 454 | -.136 -1.491 138 1.782
3 1.068 .320 274 3.338 .001* 1.565 1.155 473 .208 2.442 .016 1.565
4 -1.444 .390 -.307 -3.701 .000* 1.593 -1.774 577 -.265 -3.077 .002* 1.593
5 .390 294 128 1.325 .187 2.151 224 435 .051 514 .608 2.151
6 .369 254 .136 1.451 .149 2.044 769 376 .199 2.045 .042 2.044
7 174 224 .070 774 440 1.916 145 .332 .041 437 .662 1.916
8 -.001 152 .000 -.007 995 1.122 -.069 224 -.022 -.309 758 1.122
9 -.067 155 -.032 -.435 .664 1.269 -.042 229 | -.014 -.183 .855 1.269
10 -.354 177 -.153 -1.996 .048 1.364 -.530 .262 -.161 -2.023 .045* 1.364
11 .382 233 131 1.642 .102 1.473 137 344 .033 .397 .692 1.473
12 .292 .180 117 1.624 .106 1.208 470 .265 133 1.769 .079 1.208
R*=0.262, Adj R*=0.176, F(p)=3.039(0.000), R?=0.205, Adj R*=0.112, F(p)=2.201(.004),
Durbin-Watson=1.884 Durbin-Watson=1.953

Adjusted variables of Gender, Grade, Religion, Past Child Abuse Victims, Past witnessing child abuse and Child abuse prevention
education
Dummy variable(reference): All abuse reporting knowledge(incorrect answer)
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