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Abstract Population problems caused by declining fertility rates and aging are social issues that have
attracted worldwide attention. Korea's birth rate (0.78) in 2022 was the lowest among OECD member
countries. The number of expected admissions has already decreased compared to the university quota,
and universities outside the Seoul metropolitan area are facing a crisis of closing. With the popularity
of various audition programs that started in the mid-2000s, the perception of popular music has
changed, and the number of applied music departments has increased nationwide. The worldwide
popularity of Korean popular music, such as the recent entry of Korean Idol groups to the top of the
Billboard charts, is increasing yearly. Despite the decrease in the school-age population, the competition
rate for the applied music and vocal majors is an abnormal phenomenon of 347:1, and local universities,
which are concentrated in popular schools in the metropolitan area, are complaining of difficulties in
recruiting quotas. This study analyzed the changes in admission resources and the entrance exam results
due to the decreasing school-age population. The results revealed problems in the entrance exam system
that was biased towards performance and the problems in the curriculum and suggested improvement
plans. In addition, through surveys, problems in the entrance examination and education system are
identified. The fast-changing music market is identified, and a method for practical music education is

proposed through a differentiated operating method and a systematic system.
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Fig. 1. University Innovation Support Project
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Table 1. Number of Recruitment for Early Action

Name of School Recruit 2021 2022 +/-
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Table 2. Audition Requirement

Seoul Institute of Art 30 3241 3495 * Name of School 1* Audition 2™ Audition
Dong-Ah Institute of
. 47 3037 3123 + Seoul Institute of Any Song 1 (2 for
Media and Art Art Any Song 1 Singer),Music Theory
Howon Univ. % 3371 3283 _ Dong-Ah Institute Anv S 1 Performance/Any Song
Dankook Univ. 40 592 536 - of Media and Art 1y oong 3 for Singer
Howon Univ. Any Song 1 or 2 None
Dankook Univ. Any Song 1 Performance/Theory
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Table 3. Current Status of Professor and Students

Name of School Full-Time | Part-Time Students

6
14

62
99

Seoul Institute of Art
Howon Univ.
Dankook Univ.

297
975
211
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Table 4. Survey participants information

School Respondents Percentage
Baekseok Art Univ. 40 38.9%
Myungji College 32 31.1%
Yeoju Institute of o
Technology 16 15.5%
Dankook Univ. 8 7.8%
Seoul Institute of Are 7 4.8%

Total 106
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Table 5. Survey Contents

Number

Do you think it is necessary to study Applied Music for
being a musician?

Are there enough subjects to the performance?

Are there enough subjects to the music Education?

Are there enough subjects to the music industry?(Job
Opportunity)

What is the best grade reflection rate for the entrance
exams?

Table 6. Survey Analysis

Survey #1
1. Yes 46.2%
2. No 53.8%
Survey #2
Subjects Yes No
1.Recital 90 16
2.Private Lesson 97 9
3.Ensembles 88 17
4.Music Tech 77 28
Survey #3
Subjects Yes No
1.Music Introduction 76 30
2.Pedagogy 50 55
3.Music Theory 101 4
4.Elective (History, Arranging etc,) 77 28
Survey #4
Subjects Yes No
1.Music Producer 58 48
2.Live Event Production 60 46
3.Music Business 69 36
4.Management 58 48
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