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Abstract Since the ROK-US Summit's joint statement in May 2022, which initiated discussions on the
Reciprocal Defense Procurement Memorandum of Understanding (RDP MOU), there has been a growing
interest in the potential establishment of a South Korea-US RDP Agreement. In response to this increasing
attention, this study examined the structure and the significant elements of the most recent RDP
Agreement, focusing mainly on the agreement with Lithuania. This study also includes a comparative
analysis of the agreements established between the US and Japan, and Australia to gain insights that may
be beneficial for negotiating the South Korea-US RDP Agreement. This study underscores the need for
the South Korean negotiation team to identify the domestic defense industry capabilities and potential
areas for ROK-US technological cooperation and adjust the agreement's scope and strategically
incorporate specific provisions. It also highlights the significance of developing a flexible agreement that
complies with domestic laws and systems while maintaining the potential for necessary modifications.
Emphasis is also placed on establishing precise mechanisms for implementation, regular review, and
problem resolution within the agreement. In addition, this study suggests a consideration of the
provisions that can assist domestic defense industries in better understanding the ROK-US RDP
Agreement and discovering business opportunities. As the first to perform a comparative analysis of RDP
Agreement texts concerning establishing the ROK-US RDP Agreement, this study offers insights, setting
a foundation for successful negotiation strategies.
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Table 1. List of Countries that have signed RDP-MOU or Agreement [7]
No. Country Start Year Type No. Country Start Year Type
1 Canada 1963 MOU 15 Sweden 1987 MOU
2 Switzerland 1975 MOU 16 Israel 1987 MOU
3 United Kingdom 1975 MOU 17 Egypt 1988 MOU
4 Norway 1978 MOU 18 Austria 1991 MOU
5 France 1978 MOU 19 Finland 1991 Agreement
6 Netherlands 1978 MOU 20 Australia 1995 Agreement
7 Ttaly 1978 MOU 21 Luxembourg 2010 MOU
8 Germany 1978 MOU 22 Poland 2011 MOU
9 Portugal 1979 MOU 23 Czech Republic 2012 Agreement
10 Belgium 1979 MOU 24 Slovenia 2016 Agreement
11 Denmark 1980 MOU 25 Japan 2016 MOU
12 Tiirkiye 1980 MOU 26 Estonia 2016 Agreement
13 Spain 1982 Agreement 27 Latvia 2017 Agreement
14 Greece 1986 Agreement 28 Lithuania 2021 Agreement
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Table 2. Structure of Agreement between the Government of the United States of America and the Government
of the republic of Lithuania concerning Reciprocal Defense Procurement

Chapter

Summary

PREAMBLE

Promotion of rationalization, standardization, interoperability, and mutual logistics
support throughout defense procurement

ARTICLE 1. Applicability included

Research and development, Procurements of defense supples and defense services are

ARTICLE II. Principles Governing Mutual
Defense Procurement Cooperation

Basic principles governing mutual defense procurement cooperation

ARTICLE IIL. Offsets

Discussion to limit adverse effects on the defense industry

ARTICLE IV. Customs, Taxes, and Duties

Evaluation of offers for defense procurement from the other Party without considering
duties, and waiver from customs and duties

ARTICLE V. Procurement Procedures

Ensuring fair defense procurement processes

ARTICLE VI. Industry Participation
Agreement

Each Party has a responsibility to inform its industry enterprses of the benefits of this

ARTICLE VII. Security, Release of
Information, and Visits

Defining information disclosure and security measures

ARTICLE VIII. Implementation and
Administration

Designation of responsible agencies and contact points, regular reviews, and meetings

ARTICLE IX. Annexes and Amendments

Addition of annexes and modification of the Agreement and annexes by agreement

ARTICLE X.
Entry Into Forces, Duration, and
Termination

Effective for 10 years after signature and does not affect the validity of contracts
concluded during the effective period

SIGNATURES

Signatiures of Each Party
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