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The Influence of Ethical Sensitivity and Nursing Professionalism
on The Attitude toward Withdrawal of Life-Sustaining Treatment
among Nursing Students

A-Ra Kim, Kye-Ha Kim'

Department of Nursing, Chosun University

2 % £ d79 532 tzdEgEs +94 M3t 215 dEAde] dgYgs S HEo vAls 9FS
Yo} 7] H‘* Aoty & A9 A2 GAl9l Hﬂi 4AA 370 digtwe] At F21 11089 7taoigAgoltt.
AsdE 20229 99 15YFEH 9¥9 3027HA £ +HE A2E E457] Y5 IBM SPSS statistics
26.0 Z2IHES AREsto] 7]1€574, Independent t-test, One-way ANOVA, Scheffé test, Pearson’s
correlation coefficients, Multiple regression analysis@Z ®A5}ct. AFAY, & UFAH9 FHAd2>
3447, BEAEAT 4087, AYIR FT WHEE 31280195 W A% AW $%(=2.73, p=.009)°] o
o Qgelm F HEo] §oIg Aol AT HAtel APelw Fu HEE gd WE(=0.20, p=.040)
HBARLV(=-0.19, p=046)T HOIT AVVAL Holrh. AWolR ¢ HEo] FFL UL AL 7o)
SA(52-0.26, p=.0067 A A% Bl AL FNB=024, p=.008)FcE. WebA B ATFATE BErhory
o] ZtTA} Hol thidAte] dAom 24 oA SHE JAePS syl A s SRS Ee gAE
SAE &2nso] sttt Almdr

Ho
rEI
UV

Abstract This study was undertaken to examine the influence of ethical sensitivity and nursing
professionalism on attitudes toward the withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment among nursing students.
The subjects of this study were 110 nursing students attending three universities in G city. Data
collection was conducted from September 15 to September 30, 2022. Descriptive statistics, the
independent t-test, One-way ANOVA, Scheff?'s test, Pearson's correlation coefficients, and Multiple
regression analysis were used for data analysis. Mean scores for ethical sensitivity, nursing
professionalism, and attitude toward withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment were 3.44, 4.08, and 3.12,
respectively. Clinical practice experience had a significant effect on attitude toward withdrawal of
life-sustaining treatment (t=2.73, p=.008), and ethical sensitivity (r=0.20, p=.040) and nursing
professionalism (r=-0.19, p=.046) were significantly correlated with attitude toward life-sustaining
treatment withdrawal. Factors affecting attitude to treatment withdrawal were the uniqueness of nursing
(#=-0.26, p=.006) and clinical practice experience (4=0.24, p=.008). The results of this study show
step-by-step ethics education is required to ensure nursing students play proper roles during the
decision-making process regarding the withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment.
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Table 1. General characteristics (N=110)
Characteristics Categories n(%) M=+SD
20 30(27.3)
Age 20-21 51(46.3) | 2045+1.44
21 29(26.4)
Male 13(11.8)
Gender Female 97(88.2)
Freshman 27(24.5)
Grad Sophomore 27(24.5)
rade Junior 26(23.7)
Senior 30(27.3)
Christianity 18(16.4)
Reliai Buddhism 5(4.5)
clsion Catholic 9(8.2)
none 78(70.9)
Existence of Yes 56(50.9)
clinical
practice No 54(49.1)
experience
Bioethics Yes 80(72.7)
education No 30(27.3)
Death Yes 71(64.5)
experience No 39(35.5)
3.2 B2/ B, VSHSID, AHOE S E
]:H/lc]-;q-‘,] O E])Q U]7T—/\é llﬂ-_nl-,‘g_ 4 X—]O]O'T o U:] _,4

4 2.627, A 5.0002 UEHTh s8I E A
Hd, ghpo] ot vl olsf = Bt 4.044, A
Aol 7te' = 3.5140]|7, ‘A AMYE 9 AH HS' =
Bt 2.33%0].

S AEAH] FFL 4.08F0|H, A 2.55%, F
o 5.00%8°]ct. sHIKQIER AmEH, HAREZ Ao}
Mg o] B 4347402 7 &fon, 7ts AR o
Table 2. Ethical sensitivity, nursing professionalism,

and the attitude toward withdrawal of
life-sustaining treatment (N=110)

M=£SD Min Max
3.44+0.44 2.62 5.00

Variables

Ethical sensitivity

Critical understanding

of the patient 4.04+0.46 2.80 5.00

Patient holistic care 3.51+0.58 2.20 5.00

Patient privacy and

confidentiality 2.33%0.81 1.00 5.00

4.08+0.51 2.55 5.00
4.34+0.54 2.89 | 5.00
3.72+0.71 1.75 5.00
4.18£0.60 2.60 | 5.00
4.28+0.59 3.00 | 5.00
3.80+0.99 1.00 | 5.00

Nursing professionalism

Professional self-concept

Social recognition

Nursing professionalism

Role of nursing practice

Uniqueness of nursing

Withdrawal of
life-sustaining treatment

3.12£0.42 1.89 | 4.16

Min: Minimum, Max; Maximum
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Aol S HIES Bt 3.12%0]H, 4 1.89
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Table 3. Withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment
according to general characteristics

(N=110)
Characteristics Categories M+SD t/F(p)
<20 3.00+0.35 226
Age 20-21 3.20+0.42 (-1'09)
21 3.09+0.47
Gender Male 3.02+0.45 -0.89
Female 3.13£0.42 (.375)
Freshman 2.98+0.36
Grade Sophomore 3.04+0.48 2.65
Junior 3.26+0.38 (.053)
Senior 3.194+0.41
Christianity 3.08+0.47
Religion Buddhism 3.24+0.33 0.59
Catholic 2.97+0.36 (.621)
none 3.14+0.42
Existence of
clinical Yes 3.22+0.40 2'73W
Jraciee | v so1z042 | (0%
Bioethics Yes 3.13+0.43 0.62
education No 3.08+0.40 (.535)
Death Yes 3.10£0.43 -0.58
experience No 3.15+0.40 (.563)

3.4 QX DIZM ZISMEXIT omo|m =t

oo, T,
EHE=ZHO| o2t

tAkAte] diolg &t Hir= S8A AT 8-9]
g o] AHEA(r=0.20, p=.040)5 E I}, 3Ll
QAL 2eA wgAel Bt A 9 AR B39}
Frolgt o] ATIA(r=0.22, p=.022)7} A= Foz
vEbeth E3, gAY dgos S HEs te A

AT FO8 59 AHBA(=-0.19, p=.040)5 &
AT, 319 QQlofA: 7kE o] =X 1 S-0l5t S0 Al
FA(=-0.26, p=.005)7} = A0E Lt Table 4).
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Table 4. Correlation of ethical sensitivity, nursing professionalism and the attitude toward withdrawal of

life-sustaining treatment

1|2|3|4|5|6|7|8|9|10|11
(p)
1 1
0.73"
2| «oon !
3 0.82" 0.42" .
(€.001) (£.001)
4 071" 0.27" 0.35" .
(£.001) (.004) (<.001)
5 0.28" 0.36" 0.37" -0.11 .
(.003) (€.001) (€.001) (.237)
p 0.32" 0.34" 0.39" -0.12 0.85" )
(.001) (£.001) (.001) (.845) (<.001)
; 0.27" 0.31" 0.28" 0.12 0.84" 0.58" )
(.004) (.001) (.003) (.847) (£.001) (€.001)
3 0.26" 0.36" 0.30" -0.09 0.88" 0.73" 0.66" )
(.007) (€.001) (.001) (.327) (€.001) (<.001) (<.001)
o | 0287 | 0337 | 036 -0.08 0.84" 071" | 064" | 077" .
(.003) (£.001) (£.001) (.406) (£.001) .001) (€.001) £.001)
0| 012 0.03 0.08 -0.41" 0.41" 0.19° 0.15 0.26" 0.22" .
(211) (.745) (:394) (p¢.001) | (p¢.001) (.048) (.109) (.006) (.023)
" 0.20° 0.04 0.17 0.22 -0.19" -0.12 -0.13 -0.14 -0.14 -0.26" .
(.040) (.662) (.071) (.022) (.046) (.220) (.192) (137) (.155) (.005)

p € 0.05 "p<0.01

1.Etical Sensitivity: 2.Critical understanding of the patient; 3.Patient holistic care: 4.Patient privacy and
confidentiality; 5.Nursing professionalism; 6.Professional self-concept; 7.Social recognition; 8.Nursing professionalism; 9.Role of nursing
practice; 10.Uniqueness of nursing; 11.Withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment
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Table 5. Factors of influence on the attitude toward
withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment

(N=110)

Variables B SE Vi t p

Uniqueness -0.11 | 0.04 | -026 | -2.82 | .006
of nursing

Existence of
clinical
practice
experience

0.21 0.08 | 0.24 2.71 .008

R*=129, AdjR?=.113, F=7.94 p=.001
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