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Perception and Improvement Needs on Teaching Profession Course
- An In-depth interview Study with Novice Elementary Teacher
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Abstract In-depth interviews were conducted by enrolling novice elementary teachers to understand and
improve the courses offered during elementary teacher's training. According to the research results,
novice elementary teachers perceived pedagogical (theoretical) subjects as being “unclear in purpose”
and “overly theoretical’. They considered the educational practicum as merely a “brief touch of the
field”, insufficient for genuinely enhancing student guidance or teaching skills. Moreover, educational
volunteering was perceived as a course where they are simply left to “kill time” on their own. The novice
teachers further indicated that the fragmented and segmented curriculum, lack of connection with the
field, indifference to the practical process, and problems with teacher educators were issues with
pedagogical subjects. They suggested a field-based curriculum, expansion of various field experiences,

and strengthening of field connection programs and support as solutions for improvement.

Keywords : Teaching Profession Course, Teaching Subject, Novice Teacher, Teacher Training, University
of Education
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Table 2. Cross-analysis results of in-depth interviews
on the Teaching Profession Courses

Domain Category | Sub-category Code
Emotions Felt .
at the Start of Feeling Unprepared,
the Overwhelming Uncertainty,
Classroom Being Flustered, and Erratic
X Actions.
Challenges Experience(4)
duri‘ng.the Discrepancy Between Theory
Challenges Beginning of and Actual Classroom
and 8 SFhOOl Reasons for Experience, Difficulties in
Copin Fieldwork the Understanding and Guiding
StrStegies Challenges(4) Students, Diverse Tasks
at theg 8 Beyond Teaching, Lack of
Beginnin Teaching Skills and
of gSchootlg Confidence.
Fieldwork Advice and Feedback from
Senior Teachers,
Overcomin Methods that |Participating in Training and
the 8 Helped Consulting, Collaborative
Challenges Overcome the|Learning with Fellow
& Challenges(4) | Teachers, and Self-research
Through Personal
Experience.
Educational Practicum,
Teaching Theory
Helpful (Educational Psychology,
Courses(3) |Bducational Philosophy),
None (Major courses
Beneficial or mentioned)
Memorable Classes with direct activities
Courses (discussions, practices,
Memorable demonstrations), Classes
Courses(d) hearing from current
teachers' field experiences,
Classes utilizing diverse
teaching methods.
Subjects forgotten after
Courses with |SXamS: Knowledge that
Unclear doesn't feel essential,
Teaching Purposes(3) Abstract content
Theory and disconnected from practical
Experience | Professional application.
in Taking [Disposition | [nstructor-ce .
Teaching ntered Explanation-focused lectures,
Profession Theoretical ;ack ofA feedback and
Courses Lecture(z) | interaction.

Educational
Practicum

Opportunities
for Practical
Skill
Enhancement

€]

Establishing a blueprint for
being a teacher, Experience
observing actual student
guidance, Improving teaching
ability through on-site
execution and feedback.

“Taste-Testing”
Field
Experience(4)

Passing events like
assignments, “For show”
classroom observations,
Severely limited teaching
opportunities, Insufficient
time to fully understand and
prepare for students.

Educational
Service

Merely
Assisting
Roles(3):

Assisting in program
execution, Tutoring and
mentoring, Overseas
educational volunteering.
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