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Abstract This study investigates the effects of the youth values of Korean teenagers on the intention of
childbirth in the future. In 2020, data were collected from 5,290 adolescents (ages 13-18 years) who
participated in the Panel Study on changing youth values of Gen Z. Determining factors for prospective
intention of childbirth were evaluated using logistic regression analysis. After the adjustment for
socio-demographics, youth value factors were linked to the teenagers' future intention of childbirth.
Their outlook on life, views on family and marriage, occupational views, and views on society and the
nation had positive impacts on the prospective intention of childbirth, accounting for 44.3% of the
variance. This study suggests the importance of developing healthy values through education in the
home environment from early childhood, a tailored support plan, and a policy strategy for Gen Z to

increase their prospective intention of childbirth.
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Table 1. Prospective Intention of Childbirth
according to Teenagers Characteristics

L Future Intention of Childbirth
Characteristics
No ‘ Yes | P
Education level
. 487 1984
Middle school 9.2%) (37.5%) ool
High school 696 2123
(13.2%) (40.1%)
Sex
Male 351 2269
(6.6%) (42.9%) <001
Female 832 1838 ’
(15.7%) (34.7%)
Regional scale
Big cities 490 1619
(9.3%) (30.6%)
Small and 531 1938 363
medium-sized (10.0%) (36.6%) :
Rural communities 162 250
(3.1%) (10.4%)

Note. N = 5290.
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Table 2. Prospective Intention of Childbirth according to Teenagers’ Youth Values

Youth Values of Teenagers

Future Intention of Childbirth

No Yes D
I am satisfied with my life [N / Y] 271(5.1%) / 912(17.2%) 573(10.8%) / 3534(66.8%) <.001
1 feel happy [N / Y] 261(4.9%) / 922(17.4%) 554(10.5%) / 3553(67.2%)  <.001
0 My future is bright [N / Y] 419(7.9%) / 764 (14.4%) 1019(19.3%) / 3088(58.4%)  <.001
;1 Importance of family [N / Y] 36(0.7%) / 1147(21.7%) 37(50.7%) / 4070(78.0%) <.001
1 Importance of same-sex friendships [N / Y] 60(1.1%) / 1123(21.2%) 85(1.6%) / 4022(76.0%) <.001
g Importance of boy of girl friend [N / Y] 504(9.5%) / 679(12.8%) 732(13.8%) / 3375(63.8%) <.001
k Importance of neighbors [N / Y] 706(13.3%) / 477(9.0%) 1804(34.1%) / 2303(43.5%)  <.001
o Importance of free time [N / Y] 49(0.9%) / 1134(21.4%) 139(2.6%) / 3968(75.0%) 215
f Importance of health [N / Y] 47(0.9%) / 1136(21.5%) 71(1.3%) / 4036(76.3%) <.001
L Importance of job [N / Y] 44(0.8%) / 1139(21.5%) 113(2.1%) / 3994(75.5%) .084
} Importance of religion [N / Y] 1016(19.2%) / 167(3.2%)  3066(58.0%) / 1041(19.7%)  <.001
e Importance of academic background [N / Y] 222(4.2%) / 961(18.2%) 619(11.7%) / 3488(65.9%) .002
Importance of honor [N / Y] 319(6.0%) / 866(16.4%) 799(15.1%) / 3308(62.5%) <.001
Importance of money [N / Y] 52(1.0%) / 1131(21.4%) 184(3.5%) / 3923(74.2%) .901
I am satisfied with my family life [N / Y] 122(2.3%) / 1061(20.1%) 256(4.8%) / 3851(72.8%) <.001
Living with parents, after marriage [N / Y] 754(14.3%) / 429(8.1%) 2323(43.9%) / 1784(33.7%)  <.001
F Having children after marriage [N / Y] 1133(21.4%) / 50(0.9%) 1528(28.9%) / 2579(48.8%)  <.001
a With family during holidays [N / Y] 334(6.3%) / 849(16.0%) 410(7.8%) / 3697(69.9%) <.001
. Marriage [N / Y] 1098(20.8%) / 85(1.6%)  2141(40.5%) / 1966(37.2%)  <.001
1 Consent to divorce [below average/above averagel 379(7.2%) / 804(15.2%) 2402(45.4%) / 1705(32.2%) <.001
v Consent to single mom [below average/above averagel 442(8.4%) / 741(14.0%) 2358(44.6%) / 1749(33.1%)  <.001
Consent to adoption [below average/above averagel 390(7.4%) / 793(15.0%) 1919(36.3%) / 2188(41.4%)  <.001
Consent to homosexual love [below average/above averagel 374(7.1%) / 809(15.3%) 2260(42.7%) / 1847(34.9%) <.001
] I have clear goals in life [N / Y] 429(8.1%) / 754(14.3%) 1360(25.7%) / 2747(51.9%) .044
g I must go to college for life goals [N / Y] 379(7.2%) | 804(15.2%) 1167(22.1%) / 2940(55.6%) .016
g‘ My career/job with my criteria [N / Y] 78(1.5%) / 1105(20.9%) 191(3.6%) / 3916(74.0%) .007
ﬁ I can have the job I want [N / Y] 274(5.2%) / 909(17.2%) 792(15.0%) / 3315(62.7%) .003
o I am satisfied with my school life [N / Y] 212(4.0%) / 971(18.4%) 415(7.8%) / 3692(69.8%) <.001
10 I must go to school [N / Y] 411(7.8%) / 772(14.6%) 886(16.7%) / 3221(60.9%) <.001
In danger, someone will help me [N / Y] 402(7.6%) / 781(14.8%) 765(14.5%) / 3342(63.2%) <.001
Our society is generally fair [N / Y] 780(14.7%) | 403(7.6%) 2155(40.7%) / 1952(36.9%)  <.001
Our society that respects human rights [N / Y] 472(8.9%) / 711(13.4%) 1001(18.9%) / 3106(58.7%) <.001
Our society that recognizes diversity [N / Y] 603(11.4%) / 580(11.0%)  1240(23.4%) / 2867(54.2%)  <.001
Where men and women are equal [N / Y] 726(13.7%) / 457(8.6%) 1711(32.3%) / 2396(45.3%) <.001
I am proud that I am Korean [N / Y] 322(6.1%) / 861(16.3%) 497(9.4%) / 3610(68.2%) <.001
Do anything for my country in danger [N / Y] 665(12.6%) / 518(9.8%) 1484(28.1%) / 2623(49.6%)  <.001
S Positive aid to other countries [N / Y] 371(7.0%) / 812(15.3%) 878(16.6%) / 3229(61.0%) <.001
g Sacrifice my interests for my group [N / Y] 528(10.0%) / 655(12.4%)  1308(24.7%) / 2799(52.9%)  <.001
Ie Not in my backyard [N / Y] 722(13.6%) / 461(8.7%) 2367(44.7%) / 1740(32.9%) .037
t Unification of North & South Korea [N / Y] 660(12.5%) / 523(9.9%) 1727(32.6%) / 2380(45.0%)  <.001
é Our society provides youth activities [N / Y] 352(6.7%) / 831(15.7%) 907(17.1%) / 3200(60.5%) <.001
N Sacrifice my rights to stop COVID-19 [N / Y] 363(6.9%) / 820(15.5%) 997(18.8%) / 3110(58.8%) <.001
? Trust in parents [N / Y] 66(1.2%) / 1117(21.1%) 89(1.7%) / 4018(76.0%) <.001
L Trust in friends [N / Y] 166(3.1%) / 1017(19.2%)  378(7.1%) / 3729(70.5%) .00l
n Trust in school teachers [N / Y] 277(5.2%) / 906(17.1%) 554(10.5%) / 3553(67.2%)  <.001
Trust in neighbors [N / Y] 901(17.0%) / 282(5.3%) 2639(49.9%) / 1468(27.8%) <.001
Trust in the media [N / Y] 784(14.8%) / 399(7.5%) 2364(44.7%) / 1743(32.9%)  <.001
Trust in politicians [N / Y] 1063(20.1%) / 1202.3%)  3325(62.9%) / 782(14.8%) <.001
Trust in public officials [N / Y] 699(13.2%) / 484(9.1%) 1914(36.2%) / 2193(41.5%) <.001
Trust in information on the internet [N / Y] 759(14.3%) / 424(8.0%) 2231(42.2%) / 1876(35.5%)  <.001
Trust in artificial intelligence [N / Y] 461(8.7%) / 722(13.6%) 1479(28.0%) / 2628(49.7%) .063
Trust in our society [below average/above averagel 754(14.3%) / 429(8.1%) 2012(38.0%) / 2095(39.6%)  <.001

Note. N = 5290. N/Y=Negative/Positive.
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Table 3. Adjusted Odds Ratios (ORs) of the Youth

Value Factors for Prospective Intention of
Childbirth

Prospective Intention of
Childbirth

Adj.OR (95% CI)

Youth Value Factors

Own philosophy(outlook of life)

Importance of boy or girl friend

(ref. negative) 1.79"(1.51-2.11)

View on family and marriage

Having children after marriage
(ref. negative)

19.41*(14.35-26.24)

Spending time with family during

holidays (ref. negative) L41™(1.16-1.72)

Attitudes towards marriage
(ref. negative)

3.30"%(2.55-4.25)

Career and occupational view

I will choose my career/job with

o 1.52%(1.08-2.15)
my criteria

View on society and nation

When I am in danger, someone

will help me (ref. negative) 1.33"(1.11-1.60)

Korean society that recognizes

3 —
diversity (ref. negative) 1.25%(1.06-1.48)

I am proud that I am Korean

(ref. negative) 1.42"(1.15-1.76)

When my country is in danger, I

will do anything (ref. negative) 1.28"(1.08-1.51)

p-values were obtained after adjustment for the
socio-demographic variables such as sex, and education level.
N=5290 (1183/4107); 77.6% classified correctly, R*=.290 (Cox &
Snell), R2=.443 (Negelkerke), Model Chi-square 1810.106
(p=.001); Hosmer & Lemeshow test : Chi-square = 9.795, df =
8, p=.280.

Note. N = 5290. CI = Confidence interval. OR = Odds ratio. All
independent variables that were found to be significantly
related to the prospective intention of childbirth were entered
into the logistic regression model using the forward stepwise
selection routine. *p < .05. **p < .01. ***p < .001.
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