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Influence of Self-esteem and Sexual Self-assertiveness
on Dating Violence Acceptability of Nursing Students

Inn-Sook Lee
Department of Nursing, Gangdong University
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Abstract This study aimed to investigate self-esteem, sexual assertiveness, acceptance of dating violence,
and the influence of self-esteem and sexual assertiveness on acceptance of dating violence among
nursing students at a university. This study included 155 university students. Data were collected via a
questionnaire from June 28 to July 2, 2023. Analyses included descriptive statistics, the independent
t-test, One-way analysis of variance (ANOVA), Pearson's correlation coefficients, and multiple regression
analysis using the SPSS/WIN version 21.0 software. Based on the participants' general characteristics,
statistically significant differences were found in their self-esteem according to their economic
standards, religion, and satisfaction with university life. In addition, statistically significant differences
were observed in their sexual assertiveness according to the family pattern and satisfaction with
university life. Moreover, positive correlations were observed between self-esteem and sexual
assertiveness. Also, negative correlations were observed between self-esteem and sexual assertiveness
and between sexual assertiveness and acceptance of dating violence. Furthermore, among the variables
that affected acceptance of dating violence, 8.8% of the variation was explained by self-esteem and
sexual assertiveness. Based on these results, universities should develop and manage education programs
that are effective in promoting self-esteem and sexual assertiveness in nursing students.
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Table 1. Mean Score of Variables
Variable Range Mean+SD
Self-esteem 1~5 3.87+0.86
Sexual Assertiveness 1~5 4.37+0.69
Dating Violence Acceptability 1~4 1.56+0.66
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Table 2. Difference of Self-esteem, Sexual Assertiveness, and Dating Violence Acceptability According to

General Characteristics (N=155)
Self-esteem Sexual Assertiveness Dating Violence Acceptability
Variable Categories n(%)
Mena#+SD t/F(p) Mena+SD t/F(p) Mena+SD t/F(p)
Gend Male 23(14.8) 3.80+0.89 -.430 4.1340.67 -1.792 1.4140.68 -1.135
T Female | 132652) | 3.88+0.86 (668) 4.41£0.69 (075) 1.58+0.66 (258)
1 37(23.8) 4.10£0.75 4.27+0.83 1.53+0.64
o 2 31(20.0) 403£0.79 2.044 451£0.60 947 1.60%0.67 287
e 3 26016.8) | 3.75+0.85 (110) 446£0.67 (:420) 1.47+0.54 (835)
4 61(39.4) 3.71£0.86 4.3740.69 1.5940.72
Upper 23(14.8) 3.91+0.93 4.42£0.66 1.5240.53
Economic - 3.145 1.475 .183
standard Middle 92(59.4) 3.98+0.77 (046) 4.42+0.66 (232) 1.54+0.63 (833)
Lower 40(25.8) 3.58+0.97 4.2140.77 1.614£0.81
Relii Yes 61(39.4) 4.1140.83 2.893 4.38+0.68 230 1.58+0.67 374
creion No 94(60.6) |  3.7140.85 (.004) £36+0.71 (819) 1.540.66 (709)
Parents 120(77.4) 3.95+0.83 4.38+0.68a 1.61+0.66
Single parent 22(14.2) 3.71£0.95 4.58+0.55a 1.38+0.72
Family 2.564 5.203 1.339
pattern | Crandparents=| g o) 3.20%0.95 (057) 4.18+0.79a (002) 1.44+0.53 (264)
grandchildren
Remarriage 4(2.6) 3.65+0.66 3.1940.49b 1.1940.38
Satisfied 80(51.6) 4.18+0.74a 4.52+0.60a 1.46+0.62
College life N 12.854 4.594 2.394
satisfaction So-So 66(42.6) 3.51+0.87 (000) 4.25+0.73 (012) 1.62+0.64 (095)
Unsatisfied 9( 5.8) 3.62+0.86b 3.954+0.95b 1.90£1.00

Scheffe test: a,b
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Table 3. Correlation Among Variables

S ! Dating
Variable Self-esteem exua Violence
Assertiveness o
Acceptability
Self-esteem .318(£.001) -.276(.001)
Sexual -.234(.003)
assertiveness
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Table 4. Variables Influencing Dating Violence

Acceptability
Variable B SE Y4 t(p)
Constants 2.905 .352 8.248(£.001)
Self-esteem -.173  .062 -.225 -2.766(.006)
Sexual Assertiveness -155 .078 -.162 -1.994(.048)
=100, Adj R°=088, F=8.426, p(001
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