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Abstract This study aim to identify the knowledge structure of research related to occupational therapy
in Korea and to identify changes over time. Academic journals, masters' theses, and doctoral
dissertations related to occupational therapy were collected from 1977 to 2020 using the Research
Information Sharing Service, National Digital Science Library, National Assembly Library, and KMBASE
databases. 10,137 academic articles and 6,122 theses or dissertations were searched. After excluding
duplicates and articles on non-related occupational therapy, 4,052 articles were finally analyzed.
EndNote and Excel were used for data collection, and SPSS and R were used for general trend and topic
modeling analysis. 18 topics were derived by analysis from the 4,052 articles. The most frequent topic
was 'upper extremity function and activities of daily living in stroke patients'. Three topics, namely,
'systematic review research', 'survey of occupational therapy service and occupational therapist
awareness', and 'cognitive function and depression of elderly with dementia’, showed increasing trends.
On the other hand, 'medical support service status and system', 'motor function, visual perception, and
perception training', 'sensory processing disorder and sensory integration in children', and 'prevention
of musculoskeletal damage and diseases' showed decreasing trends. This study confirms that research
related to occupational therapy has been performed on various subjects and that the proportions of
research publications on specific subjects have changed according to changes in the social environment.
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AFFz2EA: 1977~2020

UERSTHTable 1).

Table 1. Top 5 colleges and journal publishers
according to the number of articles

(1977~2020)
Theses/Dissertation Articles in domestic journal

=ly 2= University n % Journal publisher n %
Zrolx] =5k Dankook 162 13.6| Society of Occupational Therapy 771 27.0
. (Q ]i_‘ Dz 156 13.1 Society of Occupational Therapy for 206 7.2

acgu ) the Aged and Dementia )

Inje 109 9.1 Korean AcademY of Sensory 166 5.8

Integration
Yonsei 96 8.0 Korean Socie-ty of Neurological 164 5.7
Occupational Therapy
. Korean Society of Community
Dongshin 38 3.2 Based Occupational Therapy 162 5.7

% represents the ratio of the entire universities (or journals) included

Table 2. Main topics of the articles related to occupational therapy in Korea

No Topic Articles(%) Keywords
|| Development of accessble | s | BN AN A B b M2 A, Aad, AL e A8 AL AL, 3294,
environments and systems for . A WS s S K
the disabled e, 1A, 714, AT, AL
Upper extremity function and dEs QHIBUE T, Ul X, RAY 8B AA)s, Suse, 4E, B, S
2 Jactivities of dall.y living in stroke 497(10.1) o8 MBL WUl 99, 7% 9%/t @4l FIM
patients
3 |eaenpaient rehabiliation | ece | R AR AR U ABAR 44, 4 W WA, A, T A% 4 L AR,
treatment and quality of life in . =3 Hab % Ak o) oF A7
local hospitals =9, 4 A9, AgHd, 8% A7e
4 Balance and motor control in 362(7.4) 5, 49, A, W3l 28, By, 2F, ¥, 7k, WA, JiA, EEAR, XA, 53
cerebral palsy ) +Y59, ¥, sk, &5, &8, Hep
5 Basic investigation on public 2104.3) EA, A7, A, A7, SPSS, Y, oA, Hlx, A, Aol 85, 7IxA=E, §9, AL
social data ’ BAREA, 71E8A, 3R, Tols, SYEE, 4
6 Dysfunction and impairment of 284(5.8) AAL 719, <o, I, A4, Askgel, 59, At A=, TA, ©ol, 4, 7ls, BE, Hk,
swallowing and speech i 24, =4, BA, olal, ¥
Ay participation and a0l gy | 2% BB ol ik AN, 19l N8|, A%, A2, dol A, 4, 9, Wl A, B34
7 | of life of community-dwelling | 236(4. 7°m' 7;’ o g % ' ' ' e ’ ’ e ' ’
Z, =4, , A=
elderly i, 7%, S, A
3 S . . d 275(5.6) oA, AAA, =&, =, 718 &, V1S, A, HY, Eof, R 29, o4, Ad,
ystematic review study . doleHolx. A AEAE, 24, We) e
Survey on oceupational therapy AYAA, 24, AEA, HL, 08, AEIA, A4, TR, 8, J1H, AL, Aula, 54,
9 services and occupational 319(6.5) Nate. o ;HH S cé;j x{';f g s s
therapists' perception P SIS e R T T
10 Development of basic education| 219(4.5) S, A, stw, W, 71, i, sk 49, B4, o, A&H, V& $A 55 o
contents for universities ’ 914, W, AF, shd, A¥
1 Study of validity and reliability 25065.1) T, R AEVL B, AlE|E, 4, A, A B3 48 AR, =, 3, AAR=8AL
of evaluation tool > A}, vi, AL B Ar Y
12 Status and system of medical 295(6.0) AHIA, 2, A, AR, WRE A% 29, Alx, SEiuEl A4, 9% 9", v, B, 9=,
support services in Korea ’ o, AA, AA, iEE QA
13 Psychosocial experiences and 202(4.1) om|, A, Al AE, A4l AR Y, AL A7) olsl, BAL &g, A, olEe, oAl
adaptation ' &, B, dQIEA, 7Hel, st
Cognitive function and AANs, wel, WAL 9 AU, <A, MMSE, B, J19E, 39, 95, Auad,
14 | depression in the elderly with | 373(7.6) Aueol Al QAL AEQIAAN, Ar, A wk WS
dementia ’ ) ) ’ ’ ’ ’
15 Occupational performance and 248(5.0) st FFA, A, $9, A, A, 71, 7124, 84, 95, s £, S, B,
positive change : COPM, &5, o], A7t 34, 3=
Motor function, visual 58, 7%, AL S, A4, o5, Wsh 27, X2 A7 A e, ek, B, A,
16 perception, a.ln.d perception 204(4.2) P Nt
training
17 Sensory processing disorder and| 384(7.8) ok A7, B, A, Aol 99, I, 58, 2, A, FEAE, Lol vk, A4
sensory integration in children ) Aol o], AR, ofHls, A5AE, Had
1g | Prevention of musculoskeletal 207(4.2) g, AR &4, 34 o, oAl o, A&A, A, 99, B9, A AA, B4, wd
injuries and diseases ) LZAA, fE AEHA, A, 417
"The percentage of articles was rounded up the tenth decimal place
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Table 3. Trends of topics by weighted linear regression
No Topic R Coefficient p Trend
1 Development of accessible environments and systems for the disabled 0.013 -0.001 0.828 -
2 Upper extremity function and activities of daily living in stroke patients 0.115 -0.003 0.512 -
3 Inpatient rehabilitation treatment and quality of life in local hospitals 0.328 -0.005 0.235 -

4 Balance and motor control in cerebral palsy

0.498 -0.018 0.117 -

5 Basic investigation on public social data

0.627 0.004 0.061 -

6 Dysfunction and impairment of swallowing and speech

0.120 0.003 0.501 -

7 Activity Participation and Quality of Life of Community-dwelling Elderly 0.583 0.004

0.077 -

8 Systematic review study

0.802 0.015 0.016 Hot

9 Survey on Occupational Therapy Services and Occupational Therapists' Perceptions 0.977 0.014 0.000 Hot

10 Development of basic education contents for universities

0.000 0.000 0.972 -

11 Study of validity and reliability of evaluation tool

0.517 0.009 0.108 -

12 Status and system of medical support services in Korea

0.817 -0.021 0.013 Cold

13 Psychosocial experiences and adaptation

0.492 -0.007 0.120 -

14 Cognitive function and depression in the elderly with dementia

0.889 0.012 0.005 Hot

15 Occupational performance and positive change

0.203 0.003 0.370 -

16 Motor function, visual perception, and perception training

0.684 -0.006 0.042  Cold

17 Sensory Processing Disorder and Sensory Integration in Children 0.964

-0.012 0.000 Cold

18 Prevention of musculoskeletal injuries and diseases

0.945 -0.010 0.001 Cold
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