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Abstract The purpose of this study was to analyze the difference in perception of child abuse between
pre-service and early childhood teachers. To this end, a survey was conducted on pre-service and early
childhood teachers who were early childhood education majors in Seoul and the Gyeonggi Province. The
questionnaire queried their awareness of five types of abuse, including physical, verbal, emotional, and
thought abuse and neglect as well as awareness of preventive and improvement measures. The collected
data were analyzed using the SPSS 21.0 program to calculate frequency, percentage, mean, and standard
deviation. In addition, the t-test and the x? test were performed to confirm the differences in perception
between the two groups. The results were as follows: First, the difference in the perception of child
abuse was higher in pre-service early childhood teachers than in early childhood teachers, with
significant differences in all four sub-areas of child abuse. Second, with respect to the difference in the
perception of preventive measures, early childhood teachers showed significantly higher awareness of
the necessity of education on child abuse prevention and had experience in child abuse prevention
education. However, the intention to participate in education or seminars was significantly higher for
pre-service early childhood teachers. Third, in recognition of the ways to improve child abuse,
pre-service teachers were significantly more active in promoting child abuse status and countermeasures
through the media, expanding child abuse education and seminars linked to the Nuri course, and
improving educational methods related to child abuse. These results could suggest an improvement in
the direction and composition of education on child abuse prevention for pre-service and early
childhood teachers.
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Table 1. Descriptive statistics of participant Career 5~7 year 22 11.6
demographics 7~9 year 29 15.3
More than 9 year 78 41.1
Spec. Frequency |Percentage National and oubl
ational and publid c
Gender Male 4 43 kindergartens 29 153
Female 89 95.7 Private
19~20 2 2.2 Kinderg: 25 13.2
21-22 47 505 N e
. ational and publiq
Age éz'gé 250 251‘45 daycare center 113 595
- : Corporate daycare
over 27 19 20.54 The ~gype center 20 10.5
1 3 3.2 ot Private daycare
School 2 19 20.4 Institution center 1 0.5
year 3 46 49.5 Home daycare 1 05
4 25 26.9 center )
Yes 59 63.4 Special class of a
Pre-early No 15 16.1 kindergarten 1 0.5
childhood| A course Courses are attached to an
Teacher | in child | organized but not 3 3.2 elementary school
abuse taken under 3 years old 76 40.0
No related subjects 8 8.6 The age off 3 years old 37 19.5
I don’t know 8 8.6 homeroom 4 years old 26 13.7
A four-year college 71 76.3 class 5 years old 30 15.8
Type of :
training IA three-year college 1 1.1 Mixed age 21 11.1
course Other 21 226 All 190 100.0
Early childhood
education 37 39.8 2.2 E:TLE__I_L
Major Earl'y chlldho?d 34 36.6
special education o] folwAte} B fotmAte] opgst), ofeya
Social welfare 4 4.3 _
Child welfare 18 19.4 2 7HHH]’O]— O]M'J Aol £4 6]' ] ‘r’]BH E]"E‘:‘q' 2
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childhood) | v of | umiversiy | %0 | 421 et 71 BgolA Asoic. wehd £ AolA
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Table 2. The number and content of questionnaires

Number , Table 3. A difference in perception between
Cronbach’s
Spec. Content of @ pre-early childhood teacher and early
SR childhood teacher about child abuse
gender, age, educational
background, training course,
Common major, Occupation, career, 6~7 category N M sD 4 P
type of Institution, age of Pre-early
children childhood | 93 |3.45|1.53
Awareness |physical abuse, verbal abuse, Physical teacher -8.053"** .000
of Child |emotional and thought abuse, 34 .89 abuse Early
abuse neglect childhood | 190 | 1.94 | 1.39
knowledge of child abuse teacher
prevention education, Pr.e*early
Child abuse| experience of education, a childhood | 93 |3.28 | 1.62
prevention | willingness to participate in 4 .92 Verbal teacher 7 333% 000
measures | education, knowledge of the abuse Early
obligation to report child childhood | 190 | 1.83 | 1.43
abuse teacher
providing educational Pre-early
materials at the government Emotional | childhood | 93 |3.26 | 1.84
level, communicate the and teacher 7 gg 7 000
seriousness and thought Early ’ :
countermeasures through abuse childhood | 190 | 1.71 | 1.26
Measures X
. mass media, the need for teacher
to improve i 6 .90
child abuse professional knowledge about Pre-early
child abuse, the need for childhood | 93 |3.71]1.71
enhanced education, necessit teacher "
of guidance on reporting Neglect Farly -7.291 -000
procedures, improve childhood | 190 | 1.70 | 1.32
awareness training methods teacher
Sum 2051 *p{0.5, **p<.01, ***p¢.001
= = - =
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Table 4. A difference in perception between pre-early
childhood teacher and early childhood
teacher regarding preventive measures for

child abuse

Group
5;61_ Early
category chﬂc},— child- | Total x? P
hood hood
te,a(_)ccl)'l o teacher
Do you know 87 189 | 276
that child | e [ T 05w [o7.5%
abuse D% D% D% »
prevention B ; ; 9.087 .006
education is No
mandatory? 6.5% | 0.5% | 2.5%
within| 53| 174 | 227
the
last
Do you ever year 57.0% | 91.6% |80.2%
received any
education 27 16 43 ool
related to child Last 53.330 000
buse ear o
pr;emiom earlier| 29.0% | 8.4% |15.2%
No 13 0 13
14.0% | 0.0% | 4.6%
s 92 174 | 266
Atre yoti' v&.nlhtng Yes
o participate
in child abuse 98.9% | 91.6% | 94.0% 5.967* .015
prevention 1 16 17
education? No
1.1% | 8.4% | 6.0%
Do you Know 89 187 276
about the Yes
responsibility 95.7% | 98.4% | 97.5%
of teachers to 1.918 223
prevent child
abuse and how| N 4 3 7
to report it? °
43% | 1.6% | 2.5%

*p¢0.5, **p<.01, **p<.001
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Table 5. A difference in perceptions between pre-
early childhood teacher and early childhood
teacher on how to improve child abuse

Group
Pre-ea| Early
rly |childh )
category childhl ood Total x P
ood [teache
teacher r
Do you think 93 184 | 277
child abuse Yes
prevention 100% |96.8%|97.9%
education
should be 0 6 6
presented to the
Nuri course and| 3.000 .182
child abuse
prevention No
materials should 0.0% | 3.2% | 2.1%
be provided at
the government
level?
Do you think | veg 93 177 | 270
the media 100% |93.2% | 95.4%
should inform 0 13 13
the status, 6.670% 006
seriousness, and ’ ’
countermeasure| NO 0.0% | 6.8% | 4.6%
s of child
abuse?
Do you think 93 | 189 | 282
teachers need | Yes
professional 100% |99.5% | 99.6% 0.491 1.000
knowledge to 0 1 1 : :
prevent child No
abuse? 0.0% | 0.5% | 0.4%
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