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The Effect of Couple Characteristics and Father's Child Care
Activities on Children's School readiness: The Mediating Effect of
Mother’'s Warm Parenting Behavior
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Division of Early Childhood Education, Catholic Sangji University
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Abstract This study aimed to examine the effect of couple characteristics and the father's childcare
activities on school readiness through the mediation of the mother's warm parenting behavior. The data
used for this study were drawn from the 7th year of the Panel Study on Korean Children (PKSC) of the
Korea Institute of Childcare and Education. The data for 1,153 children aged between 72 and 29 months
and going to kindergarten or nursery were analyzed. To examine the relationship and influence of each
variable, a structural model was verified, and the model fit was excellent. According to the results of the
analysis, it was found that the couple characteristics directly affected the school readiness of the
children. Second, the father's childcare activities directly affected the children's school readiness. Third,
the mother's warm parenting behavior directly affected children's school readiness. Fourth, the couple's
characteristics and the father's childcare activities indirectly affected the children's school readiness
through the mediation of the mother's warm parenting behavior. The result of verifying the significance

of the indirect effect through bootstrapping showed it to be significant.

Keywords : Couple Characteristics, Marital Satisfaction, Couple Conflict, Father's Child Care Activities,
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- Direct Effect — Indirect Effect

Fig. 1. Hypothesis model
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Table 1. Information of subject

(N=1153)
content division N %
Child’s male 755 51.3
gender female 718 48.7

under high school 429 29.2
, college 406 27.6
el\gzg;fi;i university 550 37.3
master 84 5.7
missing data 4 2
under high school 397 27.1
college 299 20.3
e}(:if:aetiosn university 615 41.8
master 156 10.6
missing data 6 2
M(SD) min max
ka;lrllcl}f 75.09(1.42) 72.0 79.0
Mother's 36.81(3.69) 50 530
age
Father's 39.28(4.00) 250 560
age
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ol Abs] & A2 3 50%(SD=.39), SHEEIE 3.50
A(SD=.41), JAAE 3.618(SD=.47), AAEE & A
9 2]4] 3.64(SD=.39)°]t}. &4 HAES H= &

2.13%(SD=.84),

Table 2. Descriptive statistics and correlation analysis

g3 0.56~1.41, = gk 0.24~.3.882 9=
o] Arfigto] 25t Za1 Hr o] Frfigto] 7} ZopA
AR 7Hge FESn34l

ATEN ATE BY BRAST folo] aEne
(3] 2 AAE, SR, oAAE QAT 9 I
w2 Z]4)9] ABASE -.170(p<.05), -.160(p<.05),
-.135(p<.05), -.164(p<.05)Z £ JHHE HojF9]
o AEUEES} foto] SuEulE(is] % AU,
SREHE, RIAE QA 9 AREY A& . 153(p<.05),
143(p<.05), .134(p<.05), .144(p<.05)2 & AT
S HoFolrh o A|9] gteie} foto] SEEH|

of each variable

a b c d e f g h
a 1
b -.674** 1
c 191 =227 1
d -.300%* .266** .073* 1
e -.170** .153** .050 191+ 1
f -.160** .143* .089** 272% .673** 1
g -.135™ 134 .064** .212% 561 723 1
h -.164** 144 115 .223™ 5574 714 720 1
M 2.13 3.20 3.80 3.64 3.50 3.50 3.61 3.64
SD .84 .67 .66 .54 .39 41 47 .39
S 77 -.84 -.68 =27 -.56 -.64 -.94 -1.41
K .36 91 1.37 .79 -.38 -.24 223 3.88

a=marital satisfaction, b=couple conflict, c=father’'s child care activities, d=mother’'s warm parenting behavior, e=social and

emotional development, f=approach to learning, g=communication, h=cognitive development and general knowledge

P05 “pC0I

Table 3. Results of confirmatory factor analysis

v S.E. CR AVE
couple marital satisfaction 811 -
characteristics couple conflict -.831 .081 -15.917
child care activitiesl 676 .032 21.116
father’s child child care activities2 757 .028 23.405 6
care activities child care activities3 778 .034 23.889
child care activities4 755
warm parenting behaviorl .900 .032 31.531
paTec;tt}ilzgstl?;Zor warm parenting behavior2 .823 .029 29.879 .87
warm parenting behavior3 .796
social and emotional development 711
approach to learning .879 .047 27.408
school readiness communication .828 .054 26.139 .92
cognitive development and general 823 045 26.014

knowledge

P05 *p01
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Table 4. The path coefficient for the final model

B A S.E. CR P
couple _ school readiness .090 176 .021 4.371 ol
characteristics mother’s warm parenting behavior .408 421 .037 10.948 ook
father's child care  __ school readiness .050 137 0.13 3.826 o
activities mother’s warm parenting behavior 142 .204 0.24 5.876 e
par;le(;tgigsb‘:ﬁ;vmior —- school readiness .109 .208 0.19 5.646 ek
couple _ marital satisfaction 1.000 811
characteristics couple conflict -1.285 -.831 .081 -15.917 ook
child care activitiesl .682 .676 .032 21.116 o
mother's warm child care activities2 .666 757 .028 23.405 ook
parenting behavior child care activities3 820 778 034 23.889
child care activities4 1.000 755
warm parenting behaviorl 1.007 .900 .032 31.531 ook
pgf?e(;tgflgsbzsgfrilor —- warm parenting behavior2 .859 .823 .029 29.879 R
warm parenting behavior3 1.000 .796
social and emotional development 1.000 711
approach to learning 1.290 .879 .047 27.408 e
school readiness - communication 1.411 .828 054 26.139 ook
cognitive de\lielopment and general 1.179 823 045 26.014 e
nowledge
(.05, *p(01, *p001

Table 5. Direct, indirect, and total effect among variables of the final model

Direct effect  Indirect effect Total effect

couple characteristics — school readiness 176 .087 263
father’s child care activities - school readiness 137 .042 179
mother’'s warm parenting behavior — school readiness .208 .208
couple characteristics —  mother’s warm parenting behavior 421 421
father’s child care activities —  mother’s warm parenting behavior 204 204

SHF(§=208, p(00DT HH O FHIFL v]A 4, =0 U A=

ki 0104 . u}x]u}og 01131149,] 2744%4 og:%sﬂEE x]-

Vo] SREUIE (=208, p(O0DO] HHATFS UL B ATE RREA 9 opxle] FE Tl ojsie]
O F YePt 24 FEP5S R fote] skl nX=
npReto g RHEN 9 o] RSEEo] AR9] 8F RS Yothy] o R4S Lol AR B4

GOl ol £ PRUES WAL O o RS 4SS A AR B

HRaAE ot §948S A5 Amos T2 oI5 W82 of23 Zrh
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