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Abstract By 2025, South Korea is expected to become a super-aging society in which dementia nursing
services are in high demand. A positive attitude toward the elderly with dementia is crucial for delivering
quality care to this demographic. Given that nursing students will probably care for patients with
dementia in the near future, this study aims to identify factors that affect nursing college students'
attitudes toward the elderly with dementia. Responses from 150 nursing college students in city D were
collected using structured questionnaires and a descriptive survey design and analyzed using SPSS for
Win 21.0. Results indicated that contact experience with the elderly (r=.239, p=.003) and empathy
(r=.273, p<.001) were positively correlated with attitudes toward the elderly with dementia. Gender (8
=.23, p=.004), volunteer experience with the elderly (8=-.206, p=.009), empathy (8=.181, p=.021), and
contact experience (8=.167, p=.034) were found to be influential factors, and to explain 19.0% of the
variance in attitudes toward the elderly with dementia. Data from this study will contribute to the
development of supportive education and intervention to promote identified factors and enhance nursing

college students' competency when caring for the elderly with dementia.
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