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Abstract The Republic of Korea's defense industry was at a level where it could not produce even a
single rifle during the Korean War. On the other hand, after entering the defense industry in the 1970s,
it jumped to eighth place in the world in defense exports, and in 2022, exports reached an all-time high
of $17 billion owing to exports to Poland and other countries. Considering that the export of one fighter
jet has the same effect as exporting 1,000 domestically produced mid-size cars, the ripple effect of
defense exports is significant. Accordingly, the government is trying to expand defense industry exports
by setting 'establishing a virtuous cycle structure of cutting-edge power construction and expansion of
defense industry exports' as one of the 120 national tasks. The Defense Acquisition Program
Administration also operates an export support project. Accordingly, the support budget also continues
to increase, but there are policy inefficiencies, such as similarities between some projects. Accordingly,
this study analyzed the similarities and limitations between support projects and proposed a plan to
reform the overall defense industry export support system, including measures to integrate each project

and expand support to strengthen export support and carry out projects efficiently.
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Fig. 1. Towed Array Sonar System for Export[10]
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Table 1. Support program for strengthening global
competitiveness of weapon system
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Table 2. Support program for strengthening global
capabilities of small and medium-sized
enterprises in the defense industry

Factor Details
Support for entry into global supply chain
Purpose for small and medium-sized defense
companies
Target Technology applicable to overseas weapon

systems

Companies that

O Small and medium-sized enterprises
can participate

Support fund Less than 3 billion won
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Table 3. Support program for global marketing

Factor Details Factor Details
Support for product or technology Purpose strengthening global marketing capabilities
Purpose development for export, including P of defense companies
modifications Tareet Perfomance demonstration, Finding buyers,
Target Weapon systems for export 8 Overseas certification

Companies that

. Regardless of company size
can participate

Companies that

. Regardless of company size
can participate

Under 37.5 billion won

Support fund

Support fund Less than 100 million won
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Table 4. Support program for Consulting

Factor Details
Expanding participation of small and
Purpose medium-sized enterprises in the defense
industry
Target Consulting(include export purpose)

Companies that

L small and medium-sized enterprises
can participate

Support fund Less than 100 million won
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