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Abstract This study investigated the factors affecting the academic achievement of Korean medical
students. Based on the survey responses of 372 students, the differences in academic achievement among
the groups and the variables affecting academic achievement were identified. The results revealed
significant differences in academic achievement according to gender, drop-out experience, awareness of
educational goals, and the time of decision to enter the Korean medicine university. Variables that
significantly affected academic achievement were satisfaction with the curriculum and satisfaction with
the educational evaluation. This study is significant because it revealed educational factors that affect
the academic achievement of Korean medical students and suggested specific strategies to improve
academic achievement. These results are expected to encourage theoretical and practical research that
helps improve the academic performance of Korean medical students to foster professional medical

personnel with core competencies.
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Table 1. Characteristics of Participants (N=372)
Categories N%)
Male 202(54.3)
Gender
Female 170(45.7)
Preparatory coursel 76(20.4)
Preparatory course2 93(25.0)
Freshman 85(22.8)
Grade
Sophomore 78(21.0)
Junior 12(3.2)
Senior 28(7.5)
Before senior year
Decision time of high school 108(29.0)
to enter the During senior year
university of high school 5915.9)
of Korean med- Before Coll Scholasti
icine efore College Scholastic 136(36.6)

Ability Test

241

During attending

another university 69(18.5)
or social life
Experience No 240(64.5)
with other uni-
versity Yes 132(35.5)
Dropout No 350(94.1)
experience Yes 22(5.9)
Living with family 32(8.6)
Housing .
situation Dormitory 3409.1)
Living alone or lodging 306(82.3)
Private Practitioner 183(49.2)
Employed Physician 153(41.1)
Future University Professor 18(4.8)
career
Researcher 8(2.2)
Others 10(2.7)
Awareness of No 161(43.3)
educational
goals Yes 211(6.7)
Less than 2.5 19(5.1)
Academic 2.5 to under 3.0 82(22.0)
performance 3.0 to under 3.5 118(31.7)
3.5 to under 4.0 153(41.1)
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Table 2. Mann-Whitney U test results for academic performance by group

Categories Group N Mean Rank Sum of Ranks U 7
Male 202 173.19 34985.00
Gender 14482.000 -2.761*
Female 170 202.31 34393.00
No 350 191.31 66958.50
Drogout 2166.500 -3.652%*
experience Yes 22 109.98 2419.50
No 161 173.44 27924.50
Awar.eness of 14883.500 -2.171*
educational goals Yes 211 196.46 41453.50
*»(.05, **p.01, **p(.001
Table 3. Kruskal-Wallis test results for academic performance by group
Categories Group N Mean Rank df 7
Before senior year of high school 108 182.55
Decision time
to enter During senior year of high school 59 225.97 3 11671
the university of Before College Scholastic Ability Test 136 172.63 '
Korean medicine -
During attending another university or social life 69 186.27
*p<.05, *p<.01, **p{.001
Table 4. Generalized Linear Model results for the variables associated with academic performance
95% Wald .
confidence interval Hypothesis test
Wald A
Parameter B Std. error Lower Upper chi-square df p-value
(Intercept) 1.969 .3469 1.289 2.648 32.210 1 <.001
Satisfaction with curriculum 273 .0992 .078 467 7.552 1 .006
Satisfaction with instructor -.104 1129 -.325 117 854 1 355
Satisfaction with evaluation .259 1118 .040 .478 5.364 1 .021
Satisfaction with environment -.106 .0960 .082 .082 1.222 1 .269
(Scale) 791 .0580 913 913
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