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Analysis of the issue of the disabled during the
COVID-19 period in media reports

-Focusing on topic modeling analysis-
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Abstract This study analyzes the impact of COVID-19 on people with disabilities by using domestic news
big data. The latent Dirichlet allocation (LDA) topic modeling method identified main keywords and
topics in media reports related to COVID-19 and tracked their changes over time. The study aims to
understand the specific problems that faced people with disabilities during the COVID-19 pandemic and
the social responses to those problems, providing a basis for future policy development and support.
News articles were analyzed from March 2020, when social distancing began, to April 2022 when those
measures were lifted. Key topics included strengthening support networks and communication, regional
welfare and emergency support, and securing employment and job creation for people with disabilities.
These topics highlighted challenges such as social isolation, health accessibility, human rights violations

in emergencies, infection control in disability facilities, and government policies and support.
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Table 1. Analysis target

Type Media
Kyunghyang Shinmun, Kookmin Ilbo, Naeil
Daily Shinmun, Dong-A Ilbo, Seoul Shinmun,
Newspaper Munhwa Ilbo, Segye Ilbo, Asia Today,
Chosun Ilbo, Hankyoreh, Hankook Ilbo
Deahan economy, Maeil Business
Economic Daily Newspaper, Money Today, Matro Newspaper,
N ’ Bridge economy, Asia economy, Ajou Press,
ewspaper E-Today, Financial news, The Korea
Economic Daily, E Daily
Gangwon Provincial People's Daily, Gangwon
Ilbo, Gyeonggi Ilbo, Gyeonggi Ilbo, Gyeongin
Ilbo, Kwangnam Ilbo, Gwangju Maeil
Newspaper, Gwangju Maeil Newspaper,
Gwangju Ilbo, International Newspaper, Kiho
Ilbo, Namdo Ilbo, Daegu Ilbo, Daejeon Ilbo,
Local Daily Maeil Newspaper, Daegu Ilbo, Maeil Ilbo,
Newspaper Mudeung Ilbo, Busan Ilbo, New Jeonbuk
Ilbo, Yeungnam Ilbo, Incheon Ilbo, Jeonnam
IIbo, Jeolla Ilbo, Jeollabuk-do Provincial
People's Daily, Jeonbuk Ilbo, Jeju Ilbo,
Joongdo Daily, Joongdo Daily, Chungbuk
Ilbo, Chungcheong Today, Halla Ilbo, Ulsan
Times
Specialized SISAIN, Weekly hankook, Journalists
pjoulrnlal Association of Korea, Digital Times, Media
Today, Kids Hankook Ilbo, etnews
Broadeasting | ypq e sps, YIN
Company
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