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A Syntactic and Semantic Analysis of Alternations

Hyunhyo Kim*
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Abstract The purpose of this study is to analyse the argument alternations in terms of semantic perspective.
Argument alternation has long been an interesting topic for the linguists regardless of their linguistic schools.
Semantic analysis of argument alternation is attempted by Dowty(2001) based on the Levin(1993)’s classification.
The study is focused on the phenomenon where meaning changes with argument alternations even though those
sentences look the same syntactically and lineally. I tried not only to classify verbs according to the meaning
changes but to explain the alternations in semantic point of view. The verbs are divided into 4 types- Touch type,
Hit type, Cut type, and Break type. Each type of verbs are tested if they show special characteristics with three
alternations-Middle alternation, Body-part possessor Ascension, and Conative Alternation. And semantic analysis is
tried based on that classification.
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1. B =ehdole] AF A &S Jackendoff(1990)4 <
83t Eri2].

Jesperson(1933)0l] 23] & =<]¥ =3 o] (argument (1) a. Bill loaded hay onto the truck.
alternation)¥= verbal diathesis[1]°]2}2= 319, ZAIE 2] b. Bill sprayed paint onto the wall.
2] BolE T80 B AdoiExEy 353U B c. Bill packed books into the boxes.
AARgho] Eojgtt}. o] d =EHo] L BAMH LS d. Bill stuffed groceries into the bag.
2 Y8 Hole TR FA] =39 A7} up (2) a. Bill loaded the truck (with hay).
£ 75 22 guiEjal S ste ASEoe 2 9 b. Bill sprayed the wall (with paint).
34E & F e B o FEIT o]dT HolA c. Bill packed the boxes
SAEE g EA7|ea Aulde] wiAd glof of (with books).

Lol wWAA 3 FA FRF AZAIYE AT d. Bill stuffed the bag
3ot (with groceries).

=thio] 84L& Jesperson, Jackendoff, FillmoreE ©] (3) a. Bees swarmed in the garden.

o] Levin®] 27K B2 FEE 1 Fopol| &3 U} b. Spiders crawled on the floor.
(4) a. The garden swarmed with bees.
AL S g2} b. The floor crawled with spiders.
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wole] $A}- olm @A 3%

99 dFEe E=go] @A FAA gmiziolr} o

& 7A%elth. ol YT s WEA] ofm)ate]
7 gle AL olT, B dojsEe] Be 2e

73 o)zt A= 7321 Rolok. (Hs (2)9] <l
FollA 2]ul #A (thematic relations)i= Bille] (1)e]y
Q)elIM 22 BAE Frhs FollA ojok st 29
W, (2)9] A @A oy «gkere] ofmzt YA |

. &, (la)e] Aol Egd Axrt vz 715 &
daE glon, Qa2 Ao EFY Azt 71E5At
Ache Aot oladt efm9] Aol oln] A AL
g0l &3] FEH g
£ 4)9] dEES (39 AEE B o AAAY
Wgolr, o ¢33 W&o sPET &, (days
do] RE 3o WE0] 9loH, (dbye 2% uF 9
ArlEo] e Aolth. oleldt o] Aole HAx &
HaAZ d9E 4 §lt}. Jackendoffis 7] 72
7t T2 ole ofF|Rjage] EAlgta A gt
FAZE 9] dES £ U

(5) a. Puppies ran in the garden.

b. *The garden ran with puppies.
¢. Blood ran in the river.
d. The river ran with blood.

ol BEo] -2 FA} rane] HX|AL indk €A
e FRAME AR-EAT, with- NPEERAE Al
kS B3 3= Aol Jackendoffd] EA& E=3hHo|
7t AR Aot oJu|EAR] AR ETt oF] 9n|
o] FAA M A Eoj#of grhe Aoltt. siA¢,
T dEadAsal AAZQ] 49 A=Al A= gt

2. Levine| SAMY £

Levin® FA} 21 =)ol At A7E EYgle] sl
2 o} 7P 3 29] =E 2 2 “Roots and Template in
the Representation of Verb Meaning”& £ 4 J=d[3],
o] A & o3 ArjES Fol WHANA 4 FAL
£ rootlevent®] F7HA F2E A3 7lestE U
2 oA 27ke g she BFE “English Verb Classes
and Alternations”(1993)l] 7)Z&8ki glemf 1 o|f=
Levin®] =8hdHolofl @8 A7 7 74 Bol 857
A9 = BRol7] WEo|t) Levin(1993)1ME &
Al 2} =izt dehs 9ot 28R ¢k 7
& E78 U 5Ae Y RRE 2Rt o
F5-2] BAFSo] 37F4 <] Hold ojujdt EAE Holx
A 2 BFs ATHA4].

(6) a. Touch & : touch, pat, stroke, tickle, touch,...

b. Hit & : hit, bash, kick, pound, tap, whack,...
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c. Cut &
d. Break ¥ : break, crack, rip, shatter, snap,...
(7) Middle alternation :
a. Terry touched the cat.
*Cats touches easily.
b. Carla hit the door.
*Door frames hit easily.

. cut, hack, saw, scratch, slash,...

c. Someone cut the bread.
The bread cuts easily.
d. Janet broke the vase.
Crystal vases break easily.
(8) Body-Part Possessor Ascension:
a. Terry touched Bill's shoulder.
Terry touched Bill on the shoulder.
b. Carla hit Bill's back.
Carla hit Bill on the back.
c. Margaret cut Bill's arm.
Margaret cut Bill on the arm.
d. Janet broke Bills finger.
*Janet broke Bill on the finger.
(9) The Conative Alternation
a. Terry touched the cat.
*Terry touched at the cat.
b. Carla hit the door.
Carla hit at the door.
c. Margaret cut the bread.
Margaret cut at the bread.
d. Janet broke the vase.
*Janet broke at the vase.
=3HolE Hole FAE 2 52 ugt /K] &
YoR LFRAL T 7 FFE FAZE A wole]
o gt E4E& HoleXE Hd Holth. Levind} £
2 AL A7 JgHo 71 Aol 2xE =F
Levin(2003)ol = 671412 £7/3la vk 22t B
olMe ATl AFSFARC! Dowty(2001)e] W] &3
B4 Bl FR71 A& Levin(2003)8 2.2
A Feth
e B7 TAFEC] FRdhe vy 548 A
B Touch¥d EARE HZrcontact(530) obg)2
3= £7HEF SAFECIH, Hit 8 AL &
(motion)? FFo| BT fukwlo] T gt HEL
Zz# sk Aol Cut  SAES HF, 54, 9
WIS fEgc. " Ag 2FAN HEFeA sl
79 4elE UEAZITh Break § BARs AEl9] ¥
ss AT F, FEY e M8 fEEX
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Touch¥ Hitd Cut¥ Break 3
Middle alternation No No Yes Yes
Body-Part Possessor Ascension Yes Yes Yes No
Conative Alternation No Yes Yes No
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Aol 3712 fFe FARE T =9 WHely 54
£ 7v31 ¢io}. & Middle Alternation®] 73-$-oll= 23
ole] Aelel WIE fUsks FAMIA ZEdd
Body-Part Possessor= H&<} 7lidel] wizksA 2&&
ot U 2O 2 Conative alternation® H&E3} £33
5o 9ztaA #r).

ol9} 22 E-FE 3t Levin(1993) FAk] &vle)
Hololol AAE ofnjAo] RS o9A FH3aL 3
e7te F4eE #HEaA en, ke oF 3
R 2& JNE FARY oule] Fek A2, FARY BAME
EA4L AR duidd 84, I8a FAR S
g J4& 2FE & Jes 9 9AE x¥s
Rofol gtk Aot

Dowtyx 99| Leving] o]&0] Y doz= A}
1} o]} WojAto]e] s argolahe o] EA ¢ A
ol B-2Ag W8-S A3 ATHS). AR E, Hol
A A dolrf= u]EA Z3o) dis] A3 AdF
B2 A ke Aol otk =dhdHole gHAE]
EAFQ 84U FAR Hol MF gn)xlo)E vHE
o] YA] &= Ao HE Aolu}, o3 =Fxo)A £
o, B39 9uls FYslol stk A9 o|2A
ol ubx} = AR S =8l Aok Zlojvh. &3, 7
Holo] o] FAMY AT vl 54 AjE
olof XS MHslx| Btz Uk olg HolA
Dowty= Leving] A 712 wo|do] zjzbe] ofml233]
A& A=k Qi

3. DowtyQ| 2|0|2%{2l &A

3.1 Middle construction

Levin®] Middle constructionS A 123Z oo Lo}
FEL & BF LA Ygolvhes 72 57 H)
FoeM, shiel EHojE tE Eojgst 1134
o2 Hludhs 7XE zheth F2 O Y55 skt
e HE AR, e AR, 27EE A7 Fol vl
Hr}. o § S, This car drives easilys ©| 37} &
ape} vlwste] olAE Xt TS HImToEN
OIS Xsle ATl OE AF £dde A En
4 ko] gFHrk= Aot &, ThE ¥]w RPOE
FIChH This car drives easily than that car?] €]9]7}

=
p
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"k &3 (112)9] dulE (1b)ske tdEvhe ol F
Eg "art gloh
(10) a. This car drives easily.
= b. This car drives easily than that car.
(11) a. This car drives well.
=+ b. Someone drives this car well.
(11a)9] A= o] 27t 5T 547 53o] Slof
A AR, B2, 3F 59 37 slelx o] Z2Eo
Aths Aot 28 B2, Middle ¥ $AMFZ= d5S
by o g Hlwals Aot &, 7Fsd B, B4
A% g AuiEiel Aotk o7 @ Blwrt 54 o)
28l the deHEQl YAE 7ol HlaE = Helr] o
ol Middle ¥ SAH] 2 dFo] 7HEiAE =
o] IF3 Sdo] AR Aelth
(12) a. This car drives well ...
b. ... because the suspension is engineered well.
c. 72.. because we're driving on smooth pavement.

(13) a. I sunburn easily....

b. ...because I have pale skin and blue eyes.
c. 7?..because I spend a lot of time outside in
the sun.

Zr A ES (cye middle B A F019 E-o] £
FAol3 F7H Aolgr| Brke $dg A& vet
W gonE Hgaka goke el oAl ek,
Middle ¥ FAKs 947t 71iAE 13Ee] 549 ¥
ol HFstrl= Aolch. g9 touch® T&9 FA}
E B9 6% 3 d9Ech o] wouch¥ BA: o9 7t
| FollA middle B 728 B3R, Middle 2
4 generic ¥ £4-& ZH= 9FH genericdtA] ¥ThE
oA Middle 3 T2t} t59] &S BAL

(14) a. *The ceiling in this room touches easily

(because I have a tall ladder.)
b. The ceiling in this room is easy to touch

N

(because I have a tall ladder.)

Middle ¥ FA} 5 Break 33 Cut ¥ FAR= AA|
Aoz REHoz Y Haolol ]l Wist
Joldg FolstA =} =, break the vase 9 cut the
breads HH AL & F AUrh 2HEZ tidE 2
o] EElFQl 53 2 yRe] jslE ofrleh=t] o]
Aol gAY o A= FFE VA "k 28



Hojs] B4} - ofrlEA 12

EE Middle ¥ F&& °2g SAENA U $8
g 2uE ZtA] "t

Touch & &AMt Hit ¥ AR tidEdl WiEA &
23 HsE doive g FesAe g=rh 28
B2 aH9 EEF S gFE ol8T sFe) o
ofd W] A& AxY o Aol L PN
$et. 1HMEE Middle ¥ T2 VEHLRE B
w e BAFSC] J4AY AL Be F Qe uE
& ®Eo] Wk

(15) a. *The wall touches easily.

b. *The wall hits easily.

3.2 Body-part possessor ascension construction
o] dilMe FE-AA AT AA IFe] &
A sT2E A vz -Vt FEAA F AL
At 29 FHor} zhe WAL BHo &
2 AFE A thdxtete] BAR st =He
73, o) B FEHA ol A8k doh
R Ee o9 EAE BolA "
(16) a. Mary touched the toenail on John’s big toe.
. (therefore) Mary touched John’s big toe.
. (therefore) Mary touched John’s foot.
. (therefore) Mary touched John’s body.
. (therefore) Mary touched John.
(17) a. The pebble hit your front door knob.
. (and since the knob is part of the front door)
The pebble hit your front door.
. (and since the door is part of the front of

=1
=

o o o6 o

o

your house)
The pebble hit the front of your house.
. {and since the front of your house is part of
your house)
The pebble hit your house.
(18) a. John scratched the front fender of your car.
b. (and therefore) John scratched your car.
FEAA 87 ¥ FAES B ol A B
Tk B4k 7ol 220]3 e AL FAHL e
Apdoltt, Ty ole|e Aol HE-AA Y F
Ate] BAS Arsherl A7t HAle et ok
g BA.
(19) a. John has touched Mary.
b. Mary is a part of the U.S. Senate.
c. 777John has touched the U.S. Senate.
(20) a. John has contacted Mary.
b. Mary is a part of the U.S. Senate.
¢. John has contacted the U.S. Senate.
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Break®d FANE BIAAE 2 =8 2EFA &
% ¥ 543 Ferh U2 24 2lae (21b)
g elsiAe Y.

(21) a. Mary broke John's arm.

b. Mary broke John.

AA9 Ao 25ATEE Q2N A FAY A
BHQ =G ANHOR PEHYE FAURLY R
o] AAMZA FAP} FEHA $Fo2 ditg He-
o o3} YelEh 247 AsTRe) JrIEH FIE
71eshd o3t 2

The meaning of ‘x &’ y on Z’ is :

Dxaze Fol xe 29 EYF J&FE s
At

2) 7= yo] EE JEEIF el

3) x o0y & 53 Fo[vh( otAle] REAA 3
@Y HEoltt)

4) 9] YulE xolA z 2 7Re S YS St

p

T

gk,

TAE seeot 72 AH| FAME FE-dAe dnkals
LAY SfAdsdAdAME Yehtx] gerh 2
HEE 2HYE 873 4 Ad FAE wiAIR
weby afA g #Este st 2E ool
7Vs8kct.

o FE A dUwtstE 5-§5k= FAKTouch & FA}F

o Hit ¥ $2he SAHE 3R Yusle 4ERE
o) g glemm, IF FA ojuE gujgdo

2 At HAEsteor gtk

o FE A UnistE 3 83A Ye 5AHBreakd
FAhE 2feTRd AE £ gk

289 Break ¥ FAW} RE-A UnksE 348
7] SE AUV oj3E HE) g AP T oy
3 & 71do) rhesit,

® 7} : Break ¥ SAH] &R OiAE 2= =
o] R G473 HIE TP B ohg), Bx
o)7} ojist wWsle] AT o ol 8 7S &
T ¢+ gvle AL %Y. broken TV set, a
shattered glass, a ripped shirt®] <7} Z2213}c}, ¥hH o
Cutd FAP} 2ols 799 #H3le] 3= EFols}
N5g T EBapA A= Zeth a cake that
has been cut, a table that has been scratched® <7}

(<]

ag $E s S Ave Al s &
== 71 OE 5 V) b PE-AA &
SARs A gidEe] 7150 T Ao AER
e % QA Ak

(22) a. John’s arm is broken.
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b. John is broken.
919 28 22 &fr FF FEE

3.4 Conative construction

ey FRE LY dEe R Hm &g 4= o

(23) a. cut the salami

b.
c.
d.
e. eat at the cake

29 cllelA E o, =3 F2e Y97t oY A™
wRoz Q8] FEA RS T} Jackendoff
(199001l WEH, olgf gt F2E FIIR s} FAt
o8 X AT thd =& AAAAE Z2A =
the Zolth6].

e e E¥
48 B8 =28 127 e 2Er) old
7t A WA ©E vlEH, ol 2d FFE BA
g9e Fa%h oj# g x| TFEHE FAIEL 57
o} HES FsAT tAES] Bl #sE
A gosiAlE Btk olF g A &%
HdEol AHAxA Kt A e, AT s
2ol geutEls Aotk (hit, swat, slap at the fly...)
ol g BAIEH T, WHE HEE oW AFIA &
3 EARAAQY FAAT] dojube AL R ot

(24) a. He swatted at the fly but missed.

b. She slapped at the mosquito repeatedly.

c. He stabbed at the attacker with the dagger.
d. Bill ate the apple.

e. Bill ate at the apple.

Levine] A|ASNE, touch F A= BZo|Z 33}
£ ojudt SAUE FolslA ghon, JEE T3}
A Gt 2yeg e oF B4 U= fle
™, touch & TALEL 0318 B/AA Fe £
olct. wHHol, breaks} ZH2 39 FAl: B9 44
g FR3 A gk A (25h)9 22

cut at the salami
swat the fly
swat at the fly

o)
1

HstE Foldle FAREOl At

Q%
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4L break A STl are] BT &
o] op7|Eo] A& Aotk
(25) a. John broke the lamp.

b. *John broke at the lamp.

=
=

=

4.4 B

A F7HA Levin(1993)9] E7oll 71%3 Dowtye] &
Aoy =3 Holo] {E I Zzte onjEA Ve A
HEgt}, ‘

=&olo] #E A= Levin(1993)0) 7H8 da ¢
#7 Aol I TEE Levin(2003)(71°14 A& A7
Hol A s Y F Utk B =Rdxe=
Levin®] ARl 7ol F53 ou| &40 A& A
g3tz Fo] Eao] HRPomz Fo] Levin(2003)
& 7|22 o|ES AWM &sdt. B I3 71EA
B T Holr FAFEZRANA gujAtelrt e
7ALE d7e] giitoz ugtow, 7zt FAke) 520 u}
2} ERe 3 =dol A @4 &, olme 3ol

IEH, o) EAL /R e AE BAFIU.
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