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A Study on Word Semantic Categories for Natural Language
Question Type Classification and Answer Extraction
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Abstract For question answering system that extracts an answer and output to user’s natural language question, a
process of question type classification from user’s natural language query is very important. This paper proposes a
question and answer type classifier using the interrogatives and word semantic categories instead of complicated
classifying rules and huge dictionaries. Synonyms and postfix information are also used for question type classification.
Experiments show that the semantic categories are helpful for question type classifying without interrogatives.
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