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The study about the ruling policy of Government-General of
Chosun and its use of films for the political propaganda
during the Japanese colonial period(1910-1945)
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Abstract  Japan started to colonize Korea in 1910. It's when it forced and made Chosun sign on the Treaty of Protectorate. The
Government-General of Chosun was the most powerful organization governing over the legislature, the judicature and the administration
as a whole. Japan had ruled over Korea until 1945 and the Government-General of Chosun lasted by then. The Govemment-General of
Chosun faithfully practiced Japan's colonial policy over Korea. Futhermore, it stopped many Koreans from an anti-Japanese movement and
tried to make Koreans have a positive attitude towards Japan. For this, Japan advertised the policy called Nae-sun-il-che which meant
Korea and Japan were a community together from the same root. Ultimately, it targeted on absorbing Korea within their territory. With
this goal, Japan kept on practicing the policy to acculturize and brainwash Koreans, totally depending on force and pressure from 1910 to
1919. However, this policy had changed by the overall anti-Japanese movement happening on March Ist, 1919. Saito, the third
governor-general who was appointed laster on, made an effort to win over the favor of Koreans in a less forceful way of the cultural
politics. The change of policy had been specified in diverse actions such as permitting civil mass-media bodies, forming the observation
groups and opening conferences. In the case of daily newspapers, Japan had permitted only the ones by the Government-General of Chosun
such as Maeil-shinbo, Kyunsung-ilbo, and Seoul Press before, but then other civil newspapers in Korean stated to be released. Along this,
Japan formed both Korean and Japanese observation groups to promote the mutual understanding and showed off Japan's goods in
conferences.  These actions were aimed for practicing and advertising the political propaganda in a more effective way. In the process, it
was a film that played an important role. Actually, the Government-General of Chosun put special efforts into producing and distributing of
the propaganda films by implementing a film department. It's because Japan totally recognized and understood the impact of films.
Therefore, Japan distinctively established a film agency for the production of propaganda movies while it banned the civil film production
after 1937 when Japan started the war against China and USA in a row. So, only one film agency, ruled by the Government-General of
Chosun, produced movies from 1942 to 1945,

Key words : colonial ruling, political propaganda, banning of civil film production
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