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A Study on Effective Adjustment of the Curriculum in Film and
Film Related Major in Korean Colleges
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College of Art, Sangmyung University
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Abstract Before 1990's, Korea had only few colleges that had film and film related majors. As Korean film
industry started its marvelous improvement in both commercial and artistic phase, many colleges were interested
in this new academic field. They hurried up to launch this new and profitable major; as a result, Korea now
has more than hundred colleges and universities that has film related majors.

Each college enumerates numbers of academic courses that may look reasonable; they have almost every course
a fine film school should provide such as film theory, production, and performance in film. Lots of film
schools offer lots of film courses; and they look alike. One unique thing in film major is its vast sub fields
and categories. After you decide to study film, you have to select what specific field in film you want to
study. Studying film theory and film production can be as different as majoring physics and physical education.
The problem Korean colleges are dealing with is that there are too much film schools, and moreover those
colleges have similar curriculums that just look like a department store that sells everything.

One suggestion is specializing its curriculum in which the school can take advantages using their special
conditions. San Francisco Art Institute is one of United States well known private film schools, but many
eople remember this school as a specialized film school in experimental film. San Francisco where this school
1s located has had many liberal and experimental artists as the city has been supporting and offering them an
environment they can concentrate their work. Naturally, the school has world famous faculty members in
experimental film, and students who want to study and make experimental film come to this school from all
over the world because they know this school would be the best to study experimental film. There are man
film schools in metro Los Angeles area; since its location near Hollywood, no wonder these schools
concentrate on film producing and film production. They take advantage of their geographical location to hire
film industry professional and to focus on commercial feature film productions.

What we can do now to adjust the curriculum in film and film related major in Korean colleges is to adapt
new standards in this changed film industry. One school can emphasize digital production while another school
focuses on digital intermediate process. But if one school tries to both fields or all fields of film major just
like we have done so far, the school could not take care of all the equipment and the faculty that the fields
would need. Korean film schools should devide the field in film major and concentrate what they selected.
Selection and concentration can be and should be applied in Korean film schools.

Key Words : Film major, Curriculum, Film studies, Filmmaking, Specialized film school
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