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Abstract The object of this descriptive survey research was to provide basic information source for building
objective standards of DNR (Do Not Resuscitate) that can be clinically applied, by analyzing college students'
awareness and attitude toward DNR. The participants of the study were 1,267 students from one college of
Daegu, South Korea. The structured survey questionnaire was used for data collection, and the survey was
conducted from 1-31 July, 2010. The error and percentage was estimated by SPSS 17.0 program, and analyzed
with x’-test. As a result of comparing the nursing students' and non-health care major students' awareness and
attitude toward DNR, the significant differences were found in the necessity of DNR, reason for supporting
DNR, reason for opposing DNR, and DNR decision-maker, among the awareness dimension; among the attitude
dimension, significant differences were found in implication of family DNR and self-DNR.

Comparing the nursing students' and non-health care major students' awareness toward DNR related information
provision, researchers have found significant differences in the necessity of giving information on DNR, timing
of the DNR information provision, result of the DNR-related information provision, and guidelines for the DNR
information provision. In terms of the difference in DNR's necessity recognition by the demographic
information, the significant differences existed based on the religion and the history of blood donation; in terms
of the differences in attitude toward DNR decision-maker, the differences were found on the religion and the
number of siblings. For the attitude toward family member's DNR, the significant differences existed for the
sex, age, economic status, religion, the number of siblings, the history of familial illness and death, and
experience of blood donation; the attitude toward the DNR for the self was significantly differed by the sex,
economic status, the number of siblings, and the history of familial illness and death. To establish the
standards for DNR based on the study, we suggest more well-designed future studies.
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