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Modern Housing Discourse of Korea in 1910s
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Abstract  All the text of housing in 1910s was conveyed in three; hygiene general readings, home economics
texts saying women's responsibility of cleaning house, and Japanese's observation and criticizing Korean housing.
It stressed sanitary conditions of housing and criticised Korean housing dirty, of which contents and logic were
same with the housing discourse in 1900s but much simpler and smaller in amount. It was mainly written by
those in medical treatment field like doctors for enlightenment of private hygiene practice to Koreans. Because
Choson Government-General (B8 ESFf) excluded Korean residental areas from urban sanitation project, they
remained dirty in 1910s. The practice of housing sanitation remained just as a matter of private sanitary
practice. These political and discoursive conditions insinuated a sense that Korean dirty housing was
representation of Korean's uncivilized customs and manners and a reason for being colonized. This sense made
many Koreans to insist their housings' reforming to sanitary states just for civilization during colonized period.
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