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A study on enhancement of nitrogen removal efficiency on low
concentration influent sewage
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Abstract This study was investigated to complement nitrogen removal of low concentration influent municipal
sewage. The following are the results of the effect of Internal Recircularion and Step Feed rates on Treatment
efficiency at a BOD low concentration influent municipal sewage. Up to 90.0% of BOD, 87.8% of COD,
71.0% of T-N, 75.3% of T-P were removed on average at a low concentration influent. Whereas BOD and
T-P were removed without any relations to Step Feed rates, T-N was influenced. Nitrogen removal efficiencies
in 80% of Step Feed rates was 65%, which was caused by the lack of Carbon Source for denitrification.
Nitrogen removal efficiency in 40% of Step Feed rates was 58%, which means it was not removed but
dischared. Consequently, the efficiency was 73%, 80%, and 78% in 70%, 60% and 50% of Step Feed rates,
which was concluded as the best range of Step Feed rates. Nitrogen removal efficiency increased under the
condition of Internal Recircularion. At over 150% of Internal Recircularion rate, the efficiencies were not
affected any more. It is believed that lots of Recircularion caused inflow of DO to anoxic tank. Therefore,
the most appropriate Internal Recircularion rate can be concluded as 50~150%.

Key Words : Nitrification, Step Feed rates, Internal recirculation rates, C/N ratio.
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