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National hospital discharge survey for the hospitals with fewer than
100 beds: A pilot project and evaluation
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Abstract This study has been carried out against hospitals with less than 100 beds, which were excluded from
the previous study on the discharged patients from January 1 to December 31, 2007. To analyze the discharged
patients, the general characteristics of discharged patients, means of payment for medical costs, type of disease
and surgery and current status of the use of medical services have been investigated based on the medical
records. During the year of 2007, the number of discharged patients from the hospitals with less than 100 beds
reached 4,697,095 (9.7% of total population). In other words, 9,693 people were discharged from a hospital per
100,000 populations with 9.8 days in terms of annual mean length of hospitalization. The number of patients
who returned home after hospitalization reached 4,538,861 (male: 1,784,041, female: 2,754,821) while 119,378
patients were evacuated to other hospitals. Among them, 8,970 patients were returned back to the original
hospital. Based on the results of this study, they could be used in could be used in planning a project which is
aimed to reduce public health costs by investigating high-risk groups with particular injuries and preventing
damage. In addition, the injury monitoring data which are continuously collected could be useful in monitoring
and evaluating the efficiency of an injury prevention program.
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